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Cape  Range  and  nea rby

l imestones contain numerous caves

and other 5ubterranean features,

wh i ch  ha rbou r  a  w ide  range  o f

special ised animals These animals are

both troglobit ic (terrestr ial cave'

dwell ing) and stygobit ic (groundwater

dwell ing)

In al l ,  14 species of subterranean

animals from North West Cape have

been declared as threatened under

the Wildl i fe Conservation Act They

include two species of f ish-the bl ind

gudgeon (Milyeringa veritas) and

blind cave eel (Ophisternon

candidum), three species of mil l ipede,

f i ve  spec ies  o f  sch i zom ids  (b i za r re

spider- l ike animals), one species of

pseudoscorpion and three species of
(rustd(edn. Three addit ional species

are on the Department of

Conservation and Land Management

Fauna Priori ty List-the Cape Range

blind cockroach (Nocticola flabella), a

b l i nd  sh r imp  and  a  sch i zom id .

Two ecological communit ies from
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North West Cape have been
informally l isted as threatened and
ranked as crit ica l ly endangered-
the Camerons Cave Troglobitic
Communi ty  and the  Cape Range
Remipede Communi ty  (Bundera
sinkhole). Several of the threatened
animals occur only in one of these two
communities.

Possibly the most interesting
species is the cape Range remipede
(Lasionectes exleyi). fhe crustacean
5ubclass Remipedia contains very few
species, and the Cape Range remipede
is  the  on ly  one known f rom the
southern hemisphere. lt is a primitive
crustacean and inhabits a particular
layer in a thermo halocline in Bundera
Sinkhole on the western coastal plain
of the peninsula.

The Department of Conservation
and Land Management has recently
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completed interim recovery plans for
the conservation of the ecological
communi t ies  and the  spec ies  tha t
form them They were prepared with
the support of a grant from the
Natural Heritage Trust and overseen
by the  Nor th  West  Caoe Kars t
l\4anagement Advisory Committee.
The committee has members from the
Shire o{ Exmouth, the Department of
Defence, the Western Australian
spe leo log icd l  Group (Exmouth) ,  the
Western  Aus t ra l ian  Museum,  Lhe
Water and Rivers Commission and the
Department. The recovery plans wil
gu ide  the  .onserva t ion  o f  these
un ique an imals  and the  communi t ies
they form.

Posters have been produced to
help people understand more aboul
the communities and what is needed
to conserve them

The posters can be downloadeo
l rom the  NatureBase webs i te  a r
h t tp : / /www.  na  ru rebase.  ne t /p la  n ts
a  n  ima ls lc r i t i ca  I  communi t ies .h tml

Subterranean animals of North West Cape
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