
CARING FOR COCKATOOS

There are three species of
large black cockatoo in
south-western Australia-
Eaudin's black-cockatoo,
Carnaby! black-cockatoo
(both with white tails) and
the forest red-tailed black-
cockatoo. All are endemic to
the region and are found
throughout large areas of
public land, including State
forest, national parks and
the Water Authority's
drinking water catchments.

carnaby's black-cockatoo
occurs mainly in woodlands
and scrubs of the Wheatbelt
but can also occur in the
forest. The other two species
are confined to the south-
western forest block.

Numbers of all three
species have declined
greatly since European
colonisation, due mainly to
the clearing of forests and
woodlands, shooting by
orchardists, loss of hollows
and competit ion for existing
breeding hollows, especially
from feral bees.

The red-tailed species is
classified as near threatened,
while the two white-tailed
species are declared
threatened. According to
John Blyth-Ading Manager
of the Department of
Conservation and Land
Management's WA
Threatened Species and
Communities Unit-all are
in need of special care.

"Because all three range
over such a large area, it
really needs a cooperative
approach to look after these
birds," he said.

The department convenes
a recovery team for
Carnaby's black-cockatoo
that includes its own
specialists and those from
the Western Australian
Museum and Birds Australia,
as well as interested
members of the farming
community.

As part of the recovery
effort, Birds Australia has
recently received funding
from the Natural Heritage
Trust for part of the
recovery plan and Leonie
McMahon has been
appointed as projed officer.
Leonie believes that
community awareness and
participation in the
identif ication and
conservation of breeding
sites is vital.

"We couldn't conserve
this species successfully
without the support we're
getting from people
throughout the Wheatbelt,"
she said.

A major gap in
knowledge required for
management of Baudin's
black-cockatoo relates to
the identif ication of
breeding sites. The
department has provided
funding to the WA Museum
to assist with this process,
and the Museum's Ron
Johnstone said finding nests
of this bird was extremely
diff icult.

"This is partly because
they tend to nest in very tall
trees, but progress is being
made and we're building up

a picture of their nesting
requirements, " he said.

The Water Corporation
has joined forces with the
Museum to assist the three
cockatoo species in their
fight for survival. The
Cockatoo Care project aims
to collect essential research
data, install nesting boxes
and control feral bees from
the forest areas.

Ron Johnstone points out
that 20 per cent of the
Baudin's and the red-tail 's
nests monitored over the
last five years had been lost
to feral bees.

"For birds that use
traditional nest sites, this
must be having a major
impact," he said.

People who would like to

Aboue left: Red-tailed black-
cockotoo,
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Photos Babs & Bert
Wel k / Conseruation and Land
Management

become involved in the
Water Corporation project,
hear and see video footage
of these species, download
information, enter
competit ions or f ind out
more about the project,
should log on to
www.cockatooca re.com.

Those who would l ike to
help Leonie with recovery of
Carnaby's black-cockatoo
can contad her through the
Birds Australia office on
(08) 9383 7749, or by e-mail
to l jmcmahon@yahoo.com.
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