
Western Australian
metropolitan and rural
residents are urged to keep
an eye open for any
unusual, small, red ants. Red
imported fire ants
(Solenopsis invictal are a
South American species and
were found in Brisbane
early in 2001. They have the
potential to seriously
threaten agriculture, the
environment and people.

While, to date, there have
been no reports of the pest
in WA, authorities are
conceined that the red
imported fire ant, which is
rapidly establishing itself in
Queensland, could spread
into other States.

The Department of
Conservation and Land
Management is working
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Aboue: Red inported fire ants are
distinguished bg the large
mounds theg build.
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threatened animal species,
there's no time to lose."

AGWEST entomologist
Peter Davis said there was

with Agriculture WA
(AGWEST) and the Health
Department of WA to
collate information about
the threat of this pest being
introduced into this state.

Department of
Conservation and Land
Management Senior
Technical Officer Tom
Burbidge said the threat
shouldn't be underestimated.

"Many people believe it 's
not so much a matter of if
this pest reaches WA, but
when-it's only a matter of
time," Tom said.

"Red imported fire ants
compete with native species
of insects, reptiles, birds
and mammals for food,
displacing them from their
natural habitat. Taking into
consideration our already

always a risk that the red
imported fire ant could
have 'hitched a lift' on a
transport vehicle or among
cargo, especially earth-
moving equipment,
travell ing from Queensland
to WA.

"Howevet WA has an
extensive database of ants
that have been reported as
part of the surveil lance for
Argentine ants, so we have
a high degree of confidence
that red imported fire ants
haven't established
themselves here, But we
need to undertake this
public survey to increase our
certainty," he said.

The red imported fire ant
looks very similar to many
other common ants, is 2-6
mill imetres long and red to
brown in colour. lt is

distinguished by large ant
mounds, which are
commonly 3H0
centimetres high, but can
be up to 60 centimetres
high and one metre wide.
Another unique feature of
the ant is its stings, which
form painful pustules
(pimples) in people within
24 hours.

Peter said that red
imported fire ants needed
water to survive. Perth and
the south-west of WA could
provide suitable habitats in
summer, esPecially in
reticulated gardens and
parks, along waterways,
wetlands, freshwater lakes,
ponds and streams.

"They can also deter
livestock from feeding
grounds, while their
mounds can interfere with
machinery in crop paddocks
and orchards," he said.

"Early detection is the key
to preventing this pest from
becoming established and
requiring an expensive
baiting campaign, such as
that now under way in
Queensland."

The public can assist
greatly in the survey by
submitting unfamiliar
specimens for identif ication.
As there are more than
2,000 native species of ants
in Australia, it is only by
examination of specimens
that the existence of red
imported fire ants can be
detected.

Specimens can be easily
submitted by sticking about
a dozen susped ants to
clear sticky tape and
sticking that to a piece of
paper with the collector's
contact details. All can be
posted to: Red lmported
Fire Ant Surveil lance,
Agriculture Western
Australia, Locked Bag No. 4,
Bentley Delivery Centre,
wA, 6983.

8 uvoscort



t adoJsqNn

v^ 1..rhtor.\r aL'^r.r!.)

uort€AJasuoS

e 
ro lNrwrrv.ro

elleAsnv ol.lsaM
'uo$uFuq 'anua V rfu€d l]rc

'luauo6euey{ puel pue uol}eruasuol
]o Nauupdeo eql /tq paLlsllqnd

lsurseqsrnleu MluM le aseSornleN I5lA
'slolrpa aql auoqdalal ol

aa4 laal tnq 'tdolscNb.l ol lelaPur P€lDloson puas lou op osP3ld
'e.qsltqnd iqr to ru.suD .ql uoqlh pDnp0d6i aq IPur

uoletlqnd oql lo nuquo o9l to ued oN T q6u^do) praleu [v s9tts! L8o Nsst @
'u!d quret lq EllE4snv ulolsaM 0! palulrd

'lel6lCxoqrnolol,q uolleledaSinolol

l[tot€€6 (80)ro t8t0 t€€6 (80)g:selrtnbua uo!$lDsqns
's6t0 ttt6 (80):xej 9620 t€€6 (80)s lanbtN uPs ap at|4st :buDatreul

raallrap ue ua4loo9 :uooerlsnlll
laan rap uP u34!o09

'slq$c elel!'ullaqv,{uejJLI :uolpnpod pus uoliac
'uorsr^rc e)ueps r0 tsls puP sauof Ined l iot{ ql!3)

€6pr+ng Merpov :er!^pe ler!uqtalpl|'.ralrs
suec-uosurow ulloref 'euu .n ans lollarsol eul€ :$ollp. /bols

'q6no9 p|^ec :sro{pl
.)lel!le/'^q uou :roupl o lIr.xl

c]]i 0troN u0 clli 01.

S)IINV NVSUN

lt-*" -*- - --- --- ---- sl\nl lv|^nlw H9noNllug

C]U]9NVCN]

r-" - -*- --" -*--* -- ---- - - Hdvu9lllr HsnS

tH9t'l lNlullltc v Nt lNtfluv)

0t-- - --- ---" "-" "N01vd NV cNV IitvtNN N|A])

IUV]H ]HI IO ]dWSCNVI

st " - -*- -*- -**- ---" " - - -*----- vNNl)rW 3ns
S]Y{VN IN]I]NV SIVY\IINV IN]I)NV

82 " " "-"Uotlvl IlN CNV 110)5 tNVr llrv)tn HVU08I0

))vur rdvl ol ldv)
€z-" " "-" --*" --IulH9B) 9lU9 oNV 0|1150) VNUIA

l)Nlt)s lo tuv lHr

cNvlst rsl9u\n uno
lvNl0nr

2I a6Dd
uo frqn tno pu!! frttsanlpolq alqDnlDo

D puo fitolslq 6u!1oulJsoJ o sDq ll
'puDlst $a6Jq tno s puolsl 6ouoH 4ro

'01 a6od
uo ,6u loC tufuDN, aas 's.tollsla rcJ

|ulod srcoJ lDlwtuwtlow pw lotn nJ
p saplaotd a4w. tollsln mau st!|4!!tDy

'8e abod
aas ltod louollou Jolndod tsotu ,u 4
Jo nala anblun p aJJo IJo4 adDJ ol

adoJ ar '6u!lDw aql u! Dan uaa lW

M]UCNV 9t

2ff020

9Nntv) tNtfluv)

z00z-t002 utnnns'z ulSnnN 'N rNlAls tl/\lnl0A

n$unrytN Dddnlrld nq uottu6n ! nooJ

',D6uaqruDn, aqt so apoad
JDbuoonN ot umoul sta 'aldaDxa nJ

'ap6@soqd palpfqs q aqJ 'slDwwoa

aallpu fio toJ sauDu lDu!6yow arcut
oultdopD roJ asDJ D salDut (9t aADc,

tmuDu lu?puo 'slDtulltD tualJuv,
'nDpol asn uowaoJ u! ap spwluo

uvllp4snv toJ saaDu unoul an atfi Jo
nwu puo 'nn6lq s.Dlo4mv Jo uDd
uaaq snomp aaal sauDu louloyogv

'0, abod aas Uasae frpuDS aryllI Ee a6od aas
aq! Jo abpa atll lp abuoY uoaDuroC aql inraDs Jo p4on q)a|-q67q aqi u! a?oF
ot uoqryadtcg adoJs1lwl lstll a?.!l Jo o aaDq s$!t.to lo)luDtoq ,ollD4snv

lunonD uD q.uDaH aql p ado2spual, wats4u Jo lton apJlpp aql moo

., A,r.r.
,4\i"" _--il.Z a ll,




