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arijini National Park, in the heart
of the Pilbara region, is a

significant international nature-based
and cultural tourism destination. In a
landscape as old as time, it offers
dramatic scenery, natural beauty and
adventures galore. Walk trails and
lookouts provide fantastic opportunities
to see and be part of this unique area.

The new Karij ini National Park
Visitor Centre is another jewel in the
crown of a truly majestic place. Like
the gorges, it too has secrets to reveal
for those prepared to take the time and
the journey.

THE BEGINNING
Through the efforts of the Karijini

Economic Development Group-
comprising the Pilbara Development
Commission, Department of Conservatton

and Land Management, Karijini
Aboriginal Corporation, Aboriginal
Economic Development Office and the
Shire of Ashburton-a temporary visitor
centre (housed in a large marquee) was
established in the park in 1994. The
initial proposal from the Karij int
Aboriginal Corporation was to sell
artefacts from a caravan. The marquee
was an idea that arose from a concept by
the Department of Conservation and
Land Management's Recreation and
Landscape branch for a 'canvas'

structure for a visitor centre at [Glbarri
National Park some years before.

The marquee was in place for six
years and was open to the public from
April to October. lt was destroyed once in
a cyclone, but, overall, came through
remarkably well, with a bit of patching

along the way. The marquee was in two

sections. It included a public area
consisting of displays, a one-bookcase
library a two-chair video viewing area
and a shop. A smaller section at the back
ofthe marquee was a combined kitchen,
meeting room and storage area. Staff
used the public pit toilets adjacent to the
carpark and lived in caravans behind
the marquee, hidden from view by
veg€tation and shade cloth screens, More

than 40 Aboriginal staff trained and
worked in the temponry visitor centre.

THE TMNSITION
Planning for the establishment of a

permanent centre began in 1995. The
first application for Commonwealth
funds was rejected. The second included
the production of a homemade
video featuring Karij ini Aboriginal
Corporation Chairperson Slim Parker
and wildlife identity Harry Butler (then

Cha i r  o f  the  PDC) .  The Kar i j in i
Economic Development Group took the
vid€o to Canberra for its screen debut
and funding was approved. The proposal

was supported bY the Western
Australian Government as one of
the highest priorit ies for tourism
development in the Pilbara region.

The permanent visitor centre was
a joint initiative of th€ Pilbara
Development Commission, the
Department of Conservation and Land

I Preuious page
I Marn. Karij ini Visitor Centre.
I Photo - John coll ings
Insets from top: The goanna, Varanus
panoptes rubidu.
Photo - Jiri Lochman
HameYsley Gorge.
Photo - chris Garnett
Part o{ the exterior wall of the visitor centrc.
Photo John Gollings

lAboue left: Termite mound in Karijini

I National Park.
I Photo Chris Carnett

I tef: The interior of the marquee thal
I served as a temporary visitor centre.
I Photo - Judy Daily
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provision for foam to be used with the
hose reels. The forethought given to the
fire environment is rare, if not unique, in
the design of these types of facilities.

THE THEME
The theme interpreted throughout

the centre is'Country'. A range of static
and interactive displays take you on a
journey of places and people, past and
present, through stories of geology,
plants, animals and Aboriginal people
and their culture. In order to achieve
this flow of information, the design
team spent a great deal of time
becoming familiar with the park
attractions and consulting extensively
with key Aboriginal people. This would
often mean travelling hundreds of
kilometres on each trip, as Karijini
people are now spread throughout the
Pilbara. It was often difficult to gather

together a representative group of
Aboriginal stakeholders, not only
because oftheir scattered locations, but
also because of the advanced age and
health of several key elders. One of the
most effective ways of explaining new
ideas and concepts was to use a scale
model of the visitor centre. The model
made the trip from Melbourne to
Karijini at least three times as part of
this process, each time gathering a little
more Pilbara red dirt for authenticity.

lnside the centre, a wall of running
water enhances the gorge experience,
made all the more real by the chirping
of the desert tree frog, the trailing roots
of a clinging fig tree and tiny bats
nestled in crevices. Glass display cases
protect Aboriginal atefacts, on
temporary loan, that have been handed
down by generations of Aboriginal
people for whom Karijini was home.

Audio and video displays are used to
capture the essence of Aboriginal songs
and stories. These are at the core of
Aboriginal culture and are used to teach
young people about the land. They are a
means o[ 'talking' with the country.
Iooking after it and keeping it healthy,

Visitors to the park will also be able
to view models of some of the park's

rnore elusive wildlife. Hot summer
temperatures send many animals into
hiding, only emerging at sundown to
search for food. In the centre, you can
get up close and personal with a replica
of a Pilbara olive python that has

already sent a few hearts racing. You'll
also discover the secret to the stone
mounds, reminiscent of t iny volcanoes.
often found along the slopes of the
Hamersley Range.

Pilbara summers no longer frighten
visitors away, and thos€ that choose to
visit the park at this time of year can still
come in and enjoy the displays. lt may be
warm, but 10 degrees cooler than outside
will always be a welcome relief. A shaded
outdoor seating area provides a great

I kf. A diorama depicting the early
I pastoral days of the area.

lBelow left: The story of the formation
I of the paYk's unique geology.
I Photos - John Goll ings

I Below: loffre Falls.

I Photo - Dennis SaYson/Lochman
I TYansparencies
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