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hotography, both still and moving,
is currently the major means by

which we gain an appreciation of the
natural wonders of our State in books,
magazines, f i lm, video and slide
collections. It has immediacy, and rs
able to portray the colout wonder and
harshness of our land in an instant.
However, in scientific study, especially
classification of l iving organisms
(taxonomy), and field guides, the artist
and illustrator still reign. Why is this so?

Western Australia has a long history
of botanic artists and scientif ic
i l lustrators who have successfully
combined ad and scientific accuracy.
This combination is the key to the
endurance of this art in science. The
camera may not l ie, but it cannot
replace a trained eye.

Botanic artists and illustrators can
portray the salient features of a plant
that make it instantly recognisable to a
lay person, together with the key
features that are used by taxonomists to
separate plant species. These features
are used in scienti l ic descriptions or in

I Below: Sea urchin hakea by Edgar Dell.
I as it appeared in Wildflowers of
I Western Auslralia-

lBelou ight: A 1933 watercolour of a
I scented sun orchid, with associated
I pencil sketches.
lllustration by Rica Erickson

lBelou lar righl:The frontispiece to the
I publication Planls of Prcy.leal:rjin1 a
I pitcher plant and rainbow plant.
Illustration by Rica Erickon

field guides or botanical keys such as
Blackall and Grieve's fNe-.volume Hou to
Knou Westem Australian Wildflowers,
which contain more than 4,000
il lustrated species and 20,000 line
drawings. These books' use of accurate
drawings of the key features of our
native and naturalised flowering plants
have revealed the marvellous flora of
south-westem Australia to generations
of budding and established botanists
and wildflower enthusiasts in a way that
words never could.

The importance of accuracy in these
line drawings and illustrations cannot
be overemphasised. For example, an
artist may decide to reduce or increase
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lPreuious page
I Pincusion hakea.

I Lef. Queen of Sheb^ orchid lThelymilra
loariegalal with detailed key features.
I l l lustrations by Ellen Hickman

I Aboue: Ellen Hickman at work in the BAGs'
I tent at the Kings Park Wildflower Festival.
I Photo V€rna Costello

the  number  o f  a  p lan t ' s  pe ta ls  fo r
aesthetic reasons. But such artistic
licence is not appropriate in scientific
illustrations, as the number of petals
could be crucial in identifying the plant
or species and in distinguishing one
from another.

The first WA plants to be
scientif ically i l lustrated were those
collected by William Dampier in 1699
(see'Our Largest Island' on page 16).
The illustrations (by an unknown artist)
were published in 1703. Bui perhaps
the most significant historical
illustrations of WA plants were made by
the renowned Ferdinand Bauer, who
worked closely with botanist Robert
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beautiful work of art. Neither science,

nor art, is compromised.
The artists met in September 1991,

when the Art Callery of Western

Australia held the exhibition 'Wildflowers

in Art' to complement three major

wildflower conferences. This provided

an introductory forum for exhibitors,
six of whom later formed themselves
into the Botanical Artists GrouP.

Most group members work in isolatlon

and in a range of styles, \\rhile several

specialise in particular areas or specres

and have staged exhibitions throughout
Australia and overseas. TheY are:

PATRIcIA DUNDAS: Orchid specialist,

currently completing a revision of

arhrork for WA Orchids;

RICA ERICKSON: Historian. She was a
pioneer in orchid, Stglidium, and

,rose,'d studies;

:.;. '  :r ' l '-: i t-11r\/i,r\.1\l: Botanist, specialising
in threatened flora. A book she illustrated

$'ith Professor John Pate ofThe University

of WA recently won an award (in the

USA) for the best scientif ic publication:

PHIL IPPA NIKULINSKY:  No par t i cu la r

speciality. Interested in anything nature

based, but rvith a preference for desert

plants and rock survivors;

r\i i .L\RG/-\i lE l- l lERilNli Drgandra

specialist. Currently, she has a book on

Verticordia with The University of WA

Press;

Fungi. She also uses

dyes made from fungi on a range of

texti les.
The group's role model is Ferdinand

Bauer.
"He travelled as a natural history

artist with Flinders on HMS

lnues t iga lo r  in  l80 l .  Pa in t ing
Australian plants and animals," says

lively nonagenarian Rica Erickson.
"His work is exquisite in its detail

and in its artistry, which is whY rve

regard him as oul hero."
In the beginning, the group met in a

social setting, with their common interest
in art being the 'glue' that bound them.

The group has recently celebrated its

l0 th  ann iversary  w i th  ano iher  ma jor

exhibition at the Kings Park Wildflower
Festival, and its members continue to

meet regularly to admire, encourage

and stimulate each other's work.
Botanic Garden and Parks Authority

Chief Executive Officer Steve Hopper rs

no stranger to botanic art and firmly

believes that: "These talented women

are world class, and take pride of place

I Aboue left: Cortuianus fungus from I

I collection at the Royal Botanic
I Cardens in l lelbourne, with
accompanying field notes.

lAbooe: Amanita sp. from the flour of

I karri forest in WAs south-west
I l l lustr.rt ions by KJtrina Syme

The University of Newcastle, in New South Wales, offers courses that involve a scientific

illustration c;mponent. and it is the only tertiary institution in Australia that does so The

courses are desiqned to enable parti(ipants to use a wide variety of mediums, techniques

and styles to produce clear and accurate scienti f ic i l lustrat ions 5uitable tor publ icatron'

The fol lowing courses are avai lable:

. The Bachelor of Design (Visual Communication)
degree offers a major in Plant and Wildl i fe
lllustration) in which scientific illustration is one of
the areas studied.

. The Bachelor of Design (Visual communications)
-Honours-the former Graduate Diploma in Art
(Plant and Wildl i fe l l lustrat ion) program, involves a
large component of scienti f ic i l lustrat ion and is
available to science graduates.

. A Master of Design by Research degree is offered by
the Faculty of Architecture, Bui lding and Design,
which may be studied through the wildl i fe
l l lustration discipline.

The University's web address is:
http://w\rvwnewcastle.edu.au/departmenVJad/dtil lutillusthp.htm

and further course details can be acquired by email
{rom Chris sanders (csanders@mail.newcastle.edu.au)
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Illustration by
Margaret Pieroni

ftom lzaf and Branch
by Robert Powell.
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