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he recently opened Cape to Cape
Track offers visitors to the

Leeuwin-Naturaliste National park the
opportunlty to experience nature on
intimate terms. The track runs from
Cape Natura l i s te  lo  Cape Leeuwin ,
hugging the coast and often diverting
for long tracts along the beach. Other
parts of the track drift inland. leading
walkers through woodlands and forest.

The l33-kilometre track has been
constructed opportunistically; making
use of established four-wheel-drive tracks
rn many places. The objective was to
create an alignment that brings people
in close contact with the environment
while creating as little disturbance as
possible, on a minimal budget. This was
finally realised when the track was
opened officially in April 2001.

HISTORY
The 1988 Australian Bicentennial

celebrations saw the first real progress on
the idea ofawalk from Cape Naturaliste to

Cape Leeuwin. Stafffrom the Department
of Conservation and Land Management
saw an opportunity to plan and build
the track in the form of a $50,000
Bicentennial grant, which they applied
for and won. Community consultation
during the planning generated a great
deal of enthusiasm for the proposal.

During the planning process, it was
decided to call the trail the Cape
Naturaliste to Cape Leeuwin Heritage

I Abooe: Cape Leeuwin lighthouse was
I built in 1895. tt is 53 metres high and
f marks the southern end of the tiack.
Photo Alex Bond

Trail. A track logo was proposed as well
as features for the track itself, such
as campsites and small loop traiis.
Volunteer help from the communrry
and a cash commitment from the
department were important tn
obtaining ihe initial grant.

Unfortunately, because .ne
management plan for the Leeuwrn_
Naturaliste National Park was delayed,
the Bicentennial grant could not be
utilised before the expenditure deadline
of30 September 1988, and was returned.

This was a major disappointment,
but local interest remained high and it
was only a matter of t ime before
department staff and local volunteer
groups resurrected the idea. Due to therr
relative ease of construction and public
demand, Sections One (Cape Naturaliste
to Wyadup) and Five (Hamelin Bay to
Cape Leeuwin) were tackled first.

Section Five was opened officially on
Sunday, 18 October 1996. A Regional
Employment Action Program, based in
Augusta, achieved the major hand tool
work, and the department contributed
some machine time in order to
complete the section.

Section One was completed and
opened a short time later, thank to help

I Preoious page

f Coastal heath and granite at Smiths
I Beach. Yall ingup.
Photo - Bill Bachman

lAbooe left: This seat provides a rest
I point overlooking the beach at Wyadup.
I Wyadup carpark is in the background.

lLeft: Redgate Beach in summer with
I the sandbar across CalgarduD Brook.
I Photos - Jane Scott
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displaying the track logo. Maps and
books that highlight the marn
attractions of each section are available
to assist individuals in choosing the
most suitable walk option.

PLANTS AND ANIMALS
Walkers are frequently delighted by

the myriad bird life to be seen along the
entire length of the track. Close to the
coasl the heathland supports avariew of
small birds. Quiet and patient observers
may be rewarded by a glimpse ofa white-
browed scrub-wren, evasive southern
emu-wren or red-eared firetail.

Red-tailed and long-billed black-
cockatoos inhabit the bush and forest,
while small groups of rock parrots may
be seen along the beach.

The success of the department's
Western Shield baiting program has
enabled many small mammals to make

a comeback in the area. Quendas, or
southern brown bandicoots, are
increasingly being spotted during the
day, while at night, you may catch a
glimpse of a brush-tailed phascogale,

or wambenger. If camping overnight,
you are advised to secure provisions
from the very sociable brushtail
possums, which often visit campsites.

In warmer weathet reptiles may be
seen basking in the sun, though they
usually slither away long before being
approached. Dugites and tiger snakes
are prevalent in Leeuwin-Naturaliste
National Park and should be avoided.
Fortunate walkers may come across the
distinctively marked but rarely seen
carpet python. Bobtails are frequently
found sunbaking on the path, while less
commonly encountered lizards include
the southern heath monitor and the
western bearded dragon.

The vegetation along the Cape to
Cape Ttack isjustasvaried as the wildlife.
The most obvious are the coastal
heath  p lan t  communi t ies .  A l though
the vegetation may seem similar,
there are major changes from north to
south, and an ever-changing array of
plants to enjoy. Wildflowers are most

l.ADoaer Quendas have become more
I abundant since fox numbers were
I reduced under Western Shield.
Photo - Marie Lochman

lTop left: A rainbow leads walkers along
I Willyabrup Cliffs.
I Photo - Ray Forma

lCenlre lefl: Sunset at Sugarloaf Rock
I near Cape Naturaliste,
I  Photo Al€x Bond

I lefi. Coral vine and tree hovea at
I Boranup in the Leeuwin-Naturaliste
I National Park.
Photo - Alex Bond
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the endangered hooded plover, which is
endemic to the south coast of WA.
Hooded plovers are small black and
white birds that nest on open beaches.
Tread carefully during the breeding
season, which extends from September
to January and report any sightings or
evidence of nesting to the Department
of Conservation and Land Management.

Beaches, cliff tops and cool shady
forested areas of the Redgate to
Hamelin Bay section offer a memorable
experience of the Leeuwin-Naturaliste
Rid€e. The cliff top walk between Bob's
Hollow and Contos is considered by some
to be the most scenic segment of the
entire Cape to Cape Track. However, the
trail runs close to the clifftop and is quite
rocky in places, so extra care is required.

From Contos Campground, the
track moves inland, to take advantage of
the park's width. The eight-kilometre
easy trek through the karri trees of the
Boranup Forest may leave you feeling
overawed and with a sense of isolation,
despite the proximity of civilisation.

From Hamelin Bay to Cape Leeuwin,
the track stays mainly alongside the
coastline. With many long stretches of
soft beach sand and a wild yet
breathtaking hike from Cosy Corner to
Skippy Rock, this is probably the most
challenging section of the whole walk.
Cosy Corner is particularly beautiful,
with its white sandy beach, red granite
headlands and offshore limestone islands
that are home to thousands ofseabirds.

FUTURE
The future wellbeing of the Cape to

Cape Track is in the hands of both the
Friends of the Cape to Cape Track
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Incorporated and the Department of
Conservation and Land Management.
Cooperation between local volunteen and
the department has enabled the track to
be where it is today, and its continued
strong support will be vital if the Friends
group is to continue and grow in number.

Although the 'adoptee' program is
only in its early stages, it is expected to
provide a strong local support network
that will sustain the life of the track.
Almost the entire track has been
adopted, but more adoptees are
required to cover some areas and to
assist in others. Adoptees are required
to walk their section a minimum offour
times per year, reporting and repairing
minor problems and referring bigger
problems to the department.

The exact number of people walking
the Cape to Cape Track is presently
unknown, but it is clear that the
number of walkers is growing rapidly.

lAboue left: A machine-cut section of

I the track north of Left-Handers.
I Photo - Jane Scott

I Aborer Walkers enjoying the view from
I the top of Willyabrup cliffs.
I Photo - Rob Olver

Registration stations were built at both
ends of the track in July 2001 and foot
counters have now been installed. The
Friends group has entered into a
Memorandum of Understanding with
the department to ensure the roles and
responsibilities ofboth parties are clear.
A philosophy for the use and future
development of the track is being
finalised so that the track offers a
unique experience for visitors and a
major tourism attraction for the Capes
area. But whatever the future may hold,
the Cape to Cape Track will remain a
great example ofhow a local community
and a government agency can work
together to fulfil a common vision.
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