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I Zeft: Good Camp Rockhole.
I Photo - Kevin Coate

I Centre left: ArIist Fling Boyer at work.
I Photo - Kevin Kenneally

I Below left: A perentie basking on a
I breakaway at Yeelirrie Station.
I Photo - Kevin Coate

cliffs and gull ies containing a few semi-
permanent pools named by doggers and
explorers-Virgin Springs, Talbot
Rockhole and Good Camp Rockhole.
Red sand ridges and plains occur at
their base and there is one salt lake,
Lake Kerrylyn, in the area. In the late
afternoon, we photographed the last of
the sun's rays lighting up the towering
cliff faces with fiery reds. The colourful
landscapes were a favourite subject of
volunteer Fling Boyer, who captured
her experiences with watercolours and
pencils. An accomplished artist, Fling's
interpretations of the landscapes and
animals were a source of delight for
fellow travellers.

FIELDWORK
Once camp was set up at Serpents

Glen, the fieldwork could begin. Our 25
volunteers assisted with a variety of
scientific tasks. Dr Rick How, a
zoologist with tbe Western Australian
Museum, and Mark Cowan coordinated
the terrestrial vertebrate survey; Kevin
Coate focused on birds, adding to his
observations from earlier trips; and
botanists Kevin Kenneally and Daphne
Edinger, assisted by Pat Angel
(a volunteer with the Department of
Conservation and Land Management!
WA Herbarium), collected plants. And
while we studied the wildlife, Dr David
Webb from The University of Western
Australia studied us! His research
focused on people! interactions with
the natural environment.

Working in small teams, volunteers
were kept busy each day on a variety of
survey activities in and around the
Carnarvon Range. Each evening, we
gathered around the campfire and
shared the day's discoveries. These
sessions were an opportunity for
volunteers to discover the processes and
difficulties involved in managing remote
conservation areas-and to ask questions
they had been saving up all day.
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reptiles using pitfall traps proved
unsuccessful. In fact, more than half of
the species recorded were either caught
by hand or observed during the day.

BIRDS
Although there was plenty of water

in rock holes and seepage areas, bird life
was generally scarce. Kevin Coate
attributed this lack, even of common
birds like the zebra finch, to the dryness
of the surrounding countryside and the
vast areas burnt by bushfires some eight
months earlier. Abundant rainfall and a
good season further north could also
have contributed to the paucity of bird
numbers, especially of nomadic species.

Nevertheless, the expedition added
several new species to previous lists, the
most notable being the rufous-crowned
emu-wren, inland dotterel and banded
whiteface. The rufous-crowned emu-
wren, first spotted by Val Talbot and Sue
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lAbo\e: The wongai ningaui is one of
I Australia's smallest marsupials.
I Photo - Kevin Kenneally

I Ieft Rick Curtis with his memorable
I damper
I Photo - Ric How

Clarkson, were reasonably common in
unburnt areas of spinifex and Aluta
maisonneuuei between Serpents Glen
and Talbot Rockhole. Dr Mary Bremner
spotted a number of banded whiteface;
Peter Wilshaw observed the inland
dotterel on the stony plain country; and
John Tucker disturbed two tawny
frogmouths when he was returning
from the summit of M6, a trig point at
the eastem end of the range.

During most nights at Serpents
Clen and at our camp in the
breakaways, we heard the distinctive
'tukka-tukka-tukka' calls of spotted
nightjars and 'chirring' sounds from
owlet nightjars. While walking
upstream from Talbot Rockhole, two
owlet nightjars were flushed from their
roosting hollows. Seventy-one bird
species were recorded in the proposed
park and the adjacent Blue Hills
Pastoral Lease during our visit. These
recordings, together with plant records,
are included in a paper being prepared
by Kevin Coate and Daphne Edinger for
publication in the journal of the
Western Australian Naturalists' Club,

HOMBWARD BOUND
After five days at base camp it was \

time to begin the journey home. Our'"
route took us past the abandoned Blue .
Hill homestead. We spent a night
camped in the breakaways, our last

evening within sight of the Carnarvon
Range. Next day, we headed to Wiluna
and Sandstone via Granite Peak Station,
with a memorable morning tea stop at
Spriggs Pool, sheltered by arching
white-gums. We spent our last night at
Paynes Find Tavern.

Volunteer Eric Carlin summed up
his impressions of the trip in the
expedition diary:

". . we must say a fond farewell to
Serpents CIen, j€wel of the Carnarvon
Range. [t was just the Clen we wer€
saying farewellto, but in years to come,
'hived in us like old honey', would be
our memories of it. Memories of the
sand hillbarrier on the first day and the
adrenalin rush as succeeding drivers
charged and slewed and wobbled
triumphantly over the top
Memories of Mark Cowan sacrificing
yet another finger, his lips tightly
drawn as we pumped him with
questions regarding the mammal in his
fist. Memories of the morning the
hopping-mouse escaped and was
pursued enthusiastically around the
campsite until tackled and trapp€d by
John Tucker. Memories of Kevin Coat.
leading his lemmingJike bird
enthusiasts in pursuit of the . . . as-yei-
unsighted wren, honeyeatet swallow,
babbler, bellbird, falcon . . . Memories of
rockholes surrounded by exquisitely
beautiful river gums-Cood Camp
Rockhole, Talbot Springs, Virgin
Springs. Memories of the climb to M6
and the views of the country spread out
below and, in the distance, the
breakaways. Memories of improbable
tucker and a most memorable damper
created by Rick Curtis."

And so ended anolher LANDSCOPE
Expedition.

Kevin Kenneally is the Scientific
Coor di\ator ot LAN DS CO PE
Expeditions. He cnn be reached on
(08) 9334 0561 or by email
(kevink@calm.wa.gov.au).

Kevin and Jean
volunteers, leaders and

is the Administrator of
Er5peditions. -$he can be
I 95t410'40r brb','email

for their
1 Carnarvon
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