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an you put a name to a tree-
dwelling, squirrel-like marsupial,

grey in colout with a distinctive black
bushy tail, a narrow face, large eyes
and pointed ears? Applecross Primary
School students will immediately tell
you this is a brush-tailed phascogale, a
rarely seen native animal they trapped
while assisting in the Western Shield
monitoring program in 2001.

The unusual and exciting find was
one of the rewards of a whole school
participating in the Department of
Conservation and Land Management's
EcoEducation programs. As well as
creating an Internet website to record
sounds and pictures from their activit ies
at the Western Shield camp, the students
also raised $5000 over five years for
threatened species at The Hills Forest
in Mundaring, where the programs are
based. These accomplishments are
testimony to the school's commitment
to nature conservation.

Other schools are taking on thrs
whole school community approach to
our programs and reaping the ben€fits.
Deputy Principal of Heathridge Primary
School, Ann Wood, noticed a
discernible shift in the cultur€ and

attitud€s of the school community
towards biodiversity conservation since
the whole school engaged rn
EcoEducation programs during 200 l.

THE BIG DAY OUT
I-ast October, more than 300 students,

teachers and parents from Heathridge
Primary School, in Perth's northern
suburbs, embarked on a hands-on activity
day at The Hills Forest Discovery Centre.

I PreDious page

| ffain Heathridge Primary School
I students experience traditional
Aboriginal fishing techniques at The
Hills Forest under the encouraging eye
of Aboriginal leader, Koodah Cornwall.
Photo - Tony Nathan
lr6et' CALM Bush Rangers from John
Septimus Roe Anglican Community
School instructing conference
participants about a new marine
community monitoring program.
Photo - Carleen Ddwards

I Le,?. Brushlailed phascogale

| 
'discovered' by Applecross Primary

I School students.
Photo - Jiri Lochman

I Belo@. A young student celebrating
I traditional Aboriginal lore with leader
I Delvene Cornwall.
Photo - Tony Nathan

This excursion, along with preparatory
and post-visit teaching modules, has had
practical outcomes. Students voluntarily
ask for tongs at recess and lunch breaks
so they can go and pick up rubbish
around the school grounds'because rt
could kill the native animals'. While a
litt le less l itter may seem a small step in
the grand scheme of conservation
ethos. it is the type of ownership
towards the natural environment that
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from a l ist compiled by the local
community and unit members. The
community service projects have
included harvesting t€rmites for the
numbat-breeding program at Perth Zoo,
actively engaging in 'dieback' operations,
completing mosaic control burns fo1
property and biodiversity management,
and compiling photographic essays of a
marine park.

The impact of this program, now rn
its fourth year, has been positive. Young
people from across WA have met by
participating in regional and state Bush
Ranger conservation events, Bush
Rangers are now meeting virtually on the
Internet-designing and operating
their websites. The program's National
Accreditation is impacting on Year 12
students, who are now choosing tertiary
studies and careers in natural resource
management. Most importantly, many
are insti l led with an ethic of
environmental responsibility and are
continuing their volunteer work rn
nature consefvation.

RELEVANT AND MEANINGFUL
AII of the EcoEducation programs

are relevant to the school curriculum,
and provide meaningful content to
support the key values of 'social and
civic responsibil i ty' and'environmental
responsibility'. To that end, the programs
have three components: professional

development for teachers; resources for
use in schools; and excursion and camp
activities in the natural environment.

The approach works particularly well
with schools like Heathridge Primary,
where the whole school community is
involved. Staff from the school initially
participated in a full day of professional

development at The Hil ls Forest in
May 2001, and then returned to
school with resources and educational

lAboue far left: Checking a bat box: part

I of a projecl Lo encourage native wildlife
I back to The Hills Forest area.
Photo - Jiri Lochman

lAbooe left: TAFE participants explore
I bush tucker and traditional l i fe at
I Wellington Discovery Forest with
Aboriginal land custodian Jo Northover.
Photo - Liz Moore

I Ie,t Learning to love repti les with
I Wildlife Officer Andrew Ando.
I Photo - Tony Nathan
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