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MUNDA BIDDI MOUNTAIN BIKE TRAIL

Work on the new Munda
Biddi Mountain Bike Trail—
destined to be one of the
world’s greatest mountain
bike trails—has begun, with
the first section of Stage
One {from Mundaring to
Dwellingup) expected to be
finished by September this
year.

The trail is being built in
three stages over the next
two-and-a-half years: Stage
One, Mundaring to Collie;
Stage Two, Collie to
Pemberton; and Stage
Three, Pemberton to Albany.

Munda Biddi means ‘path
through the forest’ in the
Aboriginal Nycongar
language, and the trail
when finished will cover
nearly 900 kilometres
between Mundaring and
Albany. It will cater for
recreational as well as more
athletically inclined cyclists,
with families and
social clubs also
expected to take
advantage of this
novel and healthy
way of experiencing
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the bush and its wildlife.
The Department of
Conservation and Land
Management’s Munda Biddi
Trail Coordinator, Therese
Jones, said the trail would
follow an existing network
of forest roads and old rail

| lines, in order to reduce the

Left: Pausing fo take in the
scenery.
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impact on the natural
environment.

"The trail will pass
through towns and rural
communities, taking in the
most beautiful sites in the
south-west, and traversing
national parks and
conservation reserves,”
Therese said.

Establishing and
maintaining the Bike Trail is
an ongoing cooperative
effort between the
department, industry and
the community. The
partners include Alcoa
Australia, the WA Lotteries
Commission, The Munda
Biddi Trail Foundation, the
Western Australian
Mountain Bike
Association, the
Department of
Sport and
Recreation, the
Great Southern

Development Commission,
the Department for
Planning and Infrastructure,
the Water and Rivers
Commission, and the Water
Corporation.

For further information,
please telephone the
Munda Biddi Trail
Coordinator on 9334 0265.
Alternatively, phone the
Munda Biddi Trail
Foundation’s mabile phone
number 0422 112 229,
or email
{biketrail.vol@calm.wa.gov.au).

Left: Topping up on fluids.
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Leafy seadragons are occasionally seen ‘ j
in the seagrass around the Busselton [
Jetty (see page 10). They are in the
same family as seahorses but, unlike :
seahorses, they have leafly appendages \
that make them almost invisible in /
their surroundings. The male
carries the eggs in the skin
beneath his fail. After hatching,
the young swim off fo fend for
themsalnes.
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