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SANDALWOOD HISTORY RETURNS TO THE GOLDFIELDS
A slice of Goldfields

heritage has been returned
to  Ka lgoor l ie .  l t  i s  a  1927
Chevrolet truck used by
sanda lwood 'pu l le r '  and
Goldf ields identity, the late
B i l l  Savage.

The Department of
Conservation and Land
Management bought the
vehicle from Mr Savage's
estate in 1995, and donated
it earlier this year to the
Western Australian Museum
Ka lgoorlje-Bou lder (Museum
of the coldfieldt. The
veh ic le  w i l l  be  used as  an
educat iona l  too l  d isp lay ing
the valuable part it played
in the State's historic
sandalwood industry.

Bil l Savage-who passed
away aged 89 in June 1994
-was typical of many of the

rugged ind iv idua ls  who
made up the sandalwood
industry. He prospected and
pulled sandalwood for most
of his l i fe around Laverton
and east of Kalgoorlie near
Karonie. Even in 1989, at the
age of 84, he spent weeks at
a time at his rustic bush-pole
tent camp, 140 kilometres

east of Kalgoorlie, pull ing
his annual quota of 50
tonnes of dead sandalwood.
Bil l was regarded by many
as a  c lass ic 'bush mechan ic '
and his almost magical work
with a length of 'number 8'
fencing wire was legendary.

The truck was operating
as a working vehicle into

Ilill Setuqe.s I 927 Clut)nlet
sandalu'ood lruck.

Pholo Darren Gnhant

the early'90s, and was
acquired by the department
because of its unique status,
its l ink to the history of the
sandalwood industry and its
important role in the
development of WA and the
outfrack.

The vehicle is in the same
condition as it was when
the department bought it,
and, had it not been placed
in the museum (and
appropriately so in this Year
of the Outback), a tank of
petrol and a battery could
have seen it back in the
bush doing what it had
done for 50 years.
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Buckshot and Br€akaways-Plants and Animals of the cibson Desert
August l2 * 23, 2002
The Desert Dreaming vision is to prcpare the way for the eventual
rcintroduction of natjve species to their natural desen habitat. Experience the
glandeur and remoteness of an Australian desen as vou work with olants and
animals few oeoole ever see.

Botanical Treasures in an Everlasting landscape
August 3l - September 7, 2002
Nofth-ean of Kalbarri lies l\4uggon Station in country famed for the profusjon
and variety of its sping wildtlowers. Help botanist5 look lor lare plams while
you experience the colour and vibrancy, vastness and peace of the outback.
Green Turtles of the lacenede lslands
(A) December 5 - 11, (B) December 'tl - 17
Voyaqe to the sandy beaches and coral reefs ofthe remote and beautjtul
Lacepedes, 100 kilometres north of Eroome in the tropical nofth-west.
Based aboird the K/mbefiey Quesl you will help study turtles nesting on the
islands. Information you collect will help to conserye this threatened ;pecies.

{/ltttT': :\ltitlNlil
6ib$n D€srl, Wedsn Aunclia Photo Crd€me tiddelM.

For free brochure and bookings:
Email: extension@uwa.edu.au
Phone: (08) 9380 2433
Fax: (08) 9380 1066 of write to:

LANDSCoPE Expeditions
UWA Extension,
The University of Western Australia
35 Stkling Highway,
CRAWLEY
Western Australia 6009
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