
The impressive granite massifs of
Mt Lindesay and Little Lindesay, near
Denmark, host rare and endemic plant
spectes and provide a last refuge for
biodiversity eliminated from more
altered lowland landscaoes.

The 'Mt Lindesay-Little Lindesay
Vegetation Complex, is listed as a
threatened ecological community in
the Endangered category The comple^
is distinct from the plant communitie5
of other similar mountain ecosystems
near the southern coast, such as the
Cr i t i ca l l y  Endangered,Montane
Thicket of the Eastern Stirling Range,.

Jarrah shrub-mallee and heath
predominate on the shallow to
skeletal soils of the upper slopes and
summit area, with mixed jarrah_marri_
bullich low woodland in gullies. The
middle slopes comprise relatively bare
granite rock slabs and support a
unique plant assemblage of scrub and
open herbs. Four plants are endemic
to Mt Lindesay: Andersonia
hammersleyana ms, Cryptandra
congesta, Grevillea fusco/utea and
Laxmannia grandiflora subsp.
brendae. Some other species are
endemic to the immediate area.
having their main populations on Mt
Lindesay, as well as one or two

populations close by. These include
Borya longiscapa, Andenonia virolens
ms, Eucalyptus virgineae fr5,
Calothamnus sp. Mt Lindesay and
Lasiopetalum cordifolium subsp.
acumtnatum ms.

Other Rare and priority plants thar
occur in the complex include Two
Peoples Bay moss (pleurophascum
occidentalist, dwarf hammer orchio
(Dtakaea micrantha), James' paper
lily (Laxmannia lamesrt, two paper
heaths (Sphenotoma parviflorum
and Sphenotoma sp. Stirl ing
Range), verticordia endlicheriana
var. angustfolia, showy flame pea
(Chorizema reticulatum), Gonocarpus
trichostachyus, Sphaerolobiun,
benetectum, S. pubescens,
S. rostratum and Sollya drummondii.

Volunteers, such as amateur
botanist Brenda Hammersley, have
added to our knowledge of this area
by documenting flora and locating
previously unrecorded rare and
endemic plants. Two of the endemic
plant5 located by Brenda are currently
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being described. These are the
Laxmannia and the Andeaonla-both
being named after Brenda.

The Mt Lindesay-Little Lindesay
Vegetation Complex is restricted ro
approximately 1900 hectares, all of
which is located within an area of
State forest that is a proposed
conservation reserve. This ecological
community is threatened by dieback
caused by infection by the pathogen
Phytophthora cinnamomi. Whie
pockets of dieback-free vegetation
still exisL dieback is widespread ano
has had a severe impact on large
sections of the upper slopes. Other
potential threats to the complex are
frequent fire, feral animals and
tmpacts of recreational aqtivities.

The departmentt Warren region
has put aside funds to map the current
extent of dieback using aerial
photography and ground survey. The
photography and map will provide the
necessary baseline information
for future management actions
lmmediate action will involve extensive
Phytophthora control by applying
phosphite using backpack misters.
Volunteers and community groups
will assist departmental staff in this
work.
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