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ature based tourism is a core
attraction of the tourism industry

in Western Australia. The Department

of Conseruation and Land Management

licenses more than 400 tour operators

to bring visitors to national parks and

marine parks in Western Australra.

Most of these operations include travel,

accommodation and meals, with an

added guided experience component.
Most of the tour operators'clients are

interstate and overseas visitors.
However, fewer than 20 Per cent of

our visitors are from interstate or

overseas. ln other words, more than 80
per cent are Western Australians who

are exploring their vast State, and most of

them are self-drive 'free and independent

travellers'. So it would be fair to say that

the future oftourism in Western Australia

lies more in our domestic market.

Purchasing guided experiences is where

we, as travellers, can make a difference to

our experience and help to employ people

in the nature-based tourism industry.

PARK EXPERIENCES
The department has 29 sites

throughout Western Australia where
guided activities are offered by staff and

others. Access to these site-based

activit ies is mostly by self-drive clients
Daily attractions, such as the

Monkey Mia Dolphin Experience and

the Yanchep National Park Koala

Experience, as well as more seasonal

da i l y  a t t rac t ions .  such as  pengu in

viewing at The Penguin ExPerience

Island Discovery Centre (from November

to April, outside the penguin breeding
season), provide short but enriching

encounters for visitors to those sites.
There is a range of regular and

varied activit ies, such as the'Co Bush!
program a t  The H i l l s  Fores t  in

Mundaring and the Cave Tour at

Yanchep National Park, north of Perth

Seasonal activities programs are also

conducted. These include the'dry season'
guided activit ies at Mirima National

Park in the east KimberleY, Geikie

Corge Boat Tour in the west Kimberley

and the spring, summer and autumn
activit ies at the Valley of the Giants tn

Walpole-Nornalup National Park.

l,46oue; A memorable mom€nt at
I Monkey Mia, where the park guide
I improves the quality of erperience for
both people and dolphins.
Photo - Gil lrield

LANDSCOPE Expeditions offer
people the chance to join scientists and

regional staff from the department,

often in remote areas of the State, and
participate in scientif ic research and

monitoring of wildlife and ecological
evenl.s. They have enjoyed a slrong

support base over the past 10 years.

Special events, such as The Big Bush

Heritage Celebration on Easter Saturday

at Wharncliffe EcoDiscovery Centre In

Margaret River, provide interpretive
opportunities through guided activities

at popular holiday times.
Customised activitY Programs and

evenls for groups. such as Lhe Australiana

Day for Japanese visitors to The Hills Forest

Discovery Centre, can also be provided.

I Preoious page
lMain: APark EcoGuide reveals the story
I hehind this whale bone on Contos Beach
in keuwin-Naturaliste National Park,
Photo - Gil Field
hrets (from left): Spear throwing with
local Nyoongar guides.
Photo Tony Nathan
Trainee EcoGuides at Mundaring
Sculpture Park in the Perth hil ls.
Photo - Gil Fi€ld
Ready to go on a guided mountain biking
adventure.
A close encounter of the furred kind.
Photos Tony Nathan

I Left: A Park EcoCuide helps youngslers

I get in touch with l ife on the edge at
I Contos Beach.
Photo David Gough
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Contos Campground, between Prevelly
and Hamelin Bay, and at Wharncliffe
EcoDiscovery Centre (the old
Wharncliffe Mill) in Margaret River.
Unfortunately, less than 10 per cent of
campers at Contos attended the guided
activities-an erratic and mostlY
disappointing response, but not wholly
surprising since there were many more
activities competing for visitors'time at
this popular holiday destination.

In Easter 2002, The Big Bush
Heritage Celebration at the Wharncliffe
EcoDiscovery Centre was launched as a
special event. using contract ecoguides,
park rangers and other staff. There were
displays by community groups (State
Emergency Service, Margaret River-
Augusta Historical Association),
government agencies (Agriculture WA,
CoastCare) and local businesses (the

Celtic band Beltane Fire, a wood
sculptor, local photographer, and
Aboriginal craft and performance
groups). This was an alternative
approach to that trialed a few months
earlier. The intent was to attract local
community involvement, as well as
resident and visitor participation. in
guided activities that celebrated our
natural and cultural heritage values.

There were more than 300
participants, and this was seen as a good
start to an annual event. It demonstrated
the department's position in embracing
the community in partnershiP with
community groups, individuals,
businesses, residents and visitors, and
in generating local employment.

The Big Bush Heritage Celebration
was part of the south-west Park
Activiti€s Programs held over Easter
and the autumn school holidaYs.
Guided activities were again offered in
Leeuwin-Naturaliste National Park at

lTop left: The Penguin ExPerience
I Island Discovery Centre.
Photo - MichaelJames

aCentre left: Ttainee EcoGuides consider

I bush survival as a problem-solving
I activity at The Hills Forest Discovery
Centre near Mundaring.
Photo - Cil Field

I ref. Birdwatching-always one of the
I most popular of the guided wildlife
I ohservation activities ot LANDSCOPE
Expeditions.
Photo - Kevin Coate

There were more than 300
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