
RBAN ANTICS
As a matter o{ interest, the

tn9
So that wai winter. lt was much

l ike  a l l the  res t ;  i to rmy and v io len t  o r
s t i l l  and  sunny . . .  ug ly  one manute ,
picturesque the next.

Beauty, however, is in the eye of
the  beho lder  and,  i f  you  apprec ia te
your existence and that of everything
around you, you wil l have noted that
no two winters are alike. And now it is
spr in9 . . .  the  mother  o f  a l l  seasons ,
where most of the planet's l i fe-forms
experience the fullness oI yin and
yang, and all creatures look to expand
the parameters of their existence

Deep green th icke ts  o f  w in te r
weed, laced with nasturtium, engulf
the lower rail of the back picket fence
as fat, black, hairy, cabbage moth
caterp i l la rs  g reed i ly  consume the
entang led  sa lad .  Soon,  the  green w i l l
w i ther  to  b rown and d isappear  under
the  s t ing  o f  an  ear ly  summer  sun.
Dur ing  th is  t ime,  the  grubs ,  w i th  the i r
cy l indr ica l  c rew cu ts ,  w i l l  pupate  in
the vegetation and later emerge to
dance away on  the  w ind  as  mature
white butterfl ies.

Under  b i ts  o f  wood,  b r ick  and
s tone beh ind  the  garden shed,  many
invertebrates are beginning to feel
the  new warmth  and w i thdraw
fur ther  in lo  the i r  nook5 and c rann ies .
Here ,  s lugs  and s la te rs  in  the i r  dark ,
dank  domic i les  escape f ronr  a l l  l i gh t
and heat ,  wh i le  segmented 'monsters '
l i ke  cent ipedes ,  ea  rw igs  and
mi l l ipedes  do  the  las t  ear ly  morn ing
day l igh t  rounds ,  p ick ing  o f f  a
breakfast of t iny animals, fungi and
other minute vegetation.
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m  i l l i p e d  e (Omatoiulus
moreleti i), a large

in t roduced spec ies ,  has
become prevalent in the
western subu rbs since
a la rge  popu la t ion
invas ion  las t  au tu  mn.

The 'beasts' have become
qu i te  rampant ,  be ing  found

from footpaths to pantries

and in  second-s to rey  lounge
rooms. These exotic mill iPedes

'  b reed up  in  the  au tumn and
'  

wander  a round a t  n igh t  dur ing
winter. They breed again, to a lesser
degree, in spring and aestivate an a
ce l l  jus t  under  the  so i l  dur ing
summer. Fortunately, indications are
tha t  the  an imals  become less
abundant  a f te r  per iod ic  invas ions ,
probably because of food shortage,
predator control or disease. They are
harmless to people but, nonetheless,
are  a  nu isance as  they  can s ta in
flooring if squashed, infest food and
bedding, and eat your garden fruit
and veggies. The Portuguese pests

were first recorded in Perth in 1984.
l f  you  are  lucky  enough to  have a

native garden of bottlebrush, wattle
and banks ia ,  as  we l l  as  the  usua l
exotic collection of hibiscus, citrus
and lavender, you'l l  have noticed an
in f lux  o f  b i rds ,  bugs  and l i zards .
Fence skinks (Cryptoblepharus
plagiocephalus) wil l now be
pat ro l l ing  the  wa l ls  in  search  o f  food
and heat ,  and scrapp ing  among
themse lves  in  a  f lu r ry  o f  legs  and
taifs. Bobtail skinks (Til iqua rugosa)
wi l l  be  emerg ing  f rom the i r  bur rows
under  g round cover  in  search  o f
sna i l s ,  b lossoms and f ru i ts ,  wh i le  in
some suburbs ,  wes tern  bearded
dragons (Pogona minor )  bask  in
sun l igh t  on  dead shrubs  or  fa l len
branches.  On your  way to  the
le t te rbox  you may hear  nervous
scuffl ing under a pile of dead leaves
as a shy, but beautiful black and gold
lizard, the south-western odd-striped
skink (Ctenotus impar) detects your
approaching footsteps.

Unfortunately for WA, introduced
kookaburras, aptly described as

'aer ia l  foxes ' ,  a re  watch ing  f rom
powerlines and poles, and waiting for
an opportunity to decimate our local
repti les as they snooze in warm spots
o{  the  garden.  Far  overhead,
screech ing  in t roduced ra inbow
lor ikee ts  temporar i l y  leave the i r
nesting holes, that they seem to 'hog'

all year round to the exclusion of
twenty-eights and others, to flock up
and head fo r  the i r  communal  feed ing
spots.

In this season of plenty, quite a
few species of honeyeaters frisk the
new b lossoms o f  t rees  and shrubs  in
search of nectar, pollen and insects.
The cacophony o f  b i rd  sounds
together  w i th  the  th rash ing  o f
foliage, as they squabble over tucker
and territory, is music to the ears of
th is  layabout .

There  is  now on ly  one sound
miss ing- the  c l i ck ing  o f  c icadas

R o l l  o n  s u m m e r .  R o l l  o n . . .

BY JOHN HUNTER

DID YOU KNOW?

1) The tuo-aord italiciserl names

found follouing the common

names are scientific names.

The first uord is the genus, which

begins uith a capital letteL and

the second aord is the species

nam4 Theg are often Latin or

Crcek deri\atiues
() A place within an enuironment

where an organism liues is called

its hqbitat. The specific place an

animal occupies, aithin one of

these areas, is its microhabitat.

O Fot a long lime noa, we haue all
gone about striuing to protect

indiuidual animals from d(nger.

As urban landou,mers, we must all

re\lise that the prcuision and
prolection of habitats will go

further in protecting and

increasing populations of urban

species and their numbers.
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DiscoDer some amazing lifestgles of lhe
little-knowt fungi of our south-uest
forests. See 'Forest fungi' on page 10.

Two wildlife rescuers recently receiaed
Queen\ birthdag honours. See
'Kangana to the rcscue' on page 42.
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One ofwAb longest seruing wildlife
researchers looks at changes to nature
consenation in the State. See 'For the
times theU are a-changin' on page 20,

Two tmusual beetles are qttracted to large
bushfires. But why, and how do theg
find the fires and auoid getting bumt?
See'Auslralian fire-beetles on page 36.

What do wildlife officers do when a
Iarge whale weighing up to 80 tonnes
becomes entangled? Tum to 'When

noture calls-..for help'on page 42,

FOREST FUNGI: LIFESTYLES OF THE LITTLE-
KNOWN
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TMCKING DUGONGS
DAVTD HottEYAND DARREN CApEWEtt...............................28
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The dugong is the onlu liaing species in the Famil|
Dugongidae, and is more closelg related to
elephants than it is to whales and dolphins.
One of the largest and most secure'
populations of dugong grazes on the .l
extetuiue beds of seagrass in the YL
shallow marine muironment of
Shark Ba!. An estimated 10,000
dugongs, represmting 10 per ce,dugongs, represmting 10 per cent
of the world\ population, liw in, tl
A new studg, itDolaing all
local Aboiginal pnple, is t
aboul their mouemmts in the bag. See ilgb 28.
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