
RESCUING A THREATENED PIANT COMMI.]NITY
Help is at hand for a rare

and endangered plant
community near Carnamah.

The Inerjng System is a
Threatened Ecological
Community composed of
tamma thickets, wattle scrub
and melaleuca thickets, and
contains a number of
Priority f lora including
Scho/tzla sp. Prowaka
Springs, Epit,che demlssus
and Acacia nodiflora. The
community originally covered
four hil l  ranges, between
Carnamah and Three Springs.
Howevei grazing, weed
invasion and fragmentation
have left only 653 of the
original 2175 hectares,
mainly on the Inering Hil ls.

Landho lders  lucky  enough
to have portions of this
threatened community on
their land have long
recognised the uniqueness

of the hil ls, and have been
keen to protect them.
Thanks to the collaboration
between the Department of
Conservation and Land
Management's WA
Threatened Species and
Communities Unit (WATSCU)
and the local Yarra Yarra
Catchment Group. this
protection is being
successfully carried out.

WATSCU and the Yarra
Yarra Catchment Group
have successfully sought
funding from the Lotteries
Commission for 45 kilometres
of fencing material. This is
to be shared by six farming
families and wil l allow about
200 hectares to be fenced.

Many of the remnants are
small (no more than a few
hectares) and highly
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fragmented. In some cases,
where the remnants cross
more than one tenure,
boundary fences wil l be
allowed to deteriorate so
that the remnants wil l join
up. At the same time, most
of the landholders have
demonstrated their
commitment to the long-
term protection of their
remnant vegetation by
joining the department's
Land for Wildlife program-
a voluntary nature
conservation scheme that
gives advice, encouragement
and assistance with gaining
on-ground support. These
measures wil l help to
prevent the Inering System
Threatened Ecological
Community from sliding
closer to total destrudion.
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is one of the most uidespread nknts | 
|in Australia. This small, upiight tree I

is most easily recognised by ils brigl;t'red
fruits, which ore edible ond also contain
a nutritious nut. It belongs to the same
genus as the famous sandaluood, which
uas one of Westem Australiab maior
exports in the late 1800s and earlg 1900s.
Members of this genus are root parasites,
Quandong grows in dmse stands in some
areas within the Woodman Point Regional Park
(see story on page 42).
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