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oodman Point Regional Park, on a
gentle curve of coastl ine just

south of Fremantle, is popular for
diving, fishing, sailing, boating,
swimming, cycling, walking and
picnicking. With its proximity to the
beach and jetty, it lures visitors from all
over the metropolitan area.

The Department of Conservation
and Land Management assumed
management responsibility for the area
from the Ministry of Sport and
Recreation in 1998. A draft
management plan was released in
August 2002 to seek public comment
on management of the park over the
next ten years, to meet anticipated
pressur€ on Woodman Point from the
burgeoning surroundinS suburbs.

I Preuious page
I The Magazine Jetty at Woodman Point
I Regional Park.
Photo - Sallyanne Cousans

I Belou.' Munitions mag^zines built to
I house explosives have significant
I heritage value,
Photo - Michael James

EARLY HISTORY
The Aboriginal name for Woodman

Point-Nyyerbup-was recorded in
November 1848 by Robert Austin. Not
much is known about Aboriginal use of
the area and there are no recorded
archaeological sites, but after European
settlement the area was used for beach
camping. Aboriginal people used to
collect mussels and catch cobblers there.

Woodman Point features in a
Dreaming story told by local Nyoongar
Trevor Walley. Gumbar Yondock
Ancestral Crocodile travelled down
from the north and pushed himself
onto the land, where his tail cut a deep
channel in Cockburn Sound (now
known as Gage Roads) and pushed up
Rottnest (Wadjemup). The sound of

rushing water woke the rainbow sea
seDent (Waugal). waugal smelled the
salt and went out to investigate. A battle
between the two pushed up Carnac
(Ngooloormayp) Island. At Woodman
Point, the Waugal manoeuvred and
carved out Jervoise Bay with his tail.
Waugal bit the tail of crocodile, who
then gave up. Waugal heard the sea
water come rushing into the Swan
River (stirred up because of all the
fighting) and anchored the severed tail
across the entrance, using hair from his
chin and armpit and the crocodile's
toenails to anchor the tail down. This
formed a reef across the Swan River
mouth, and it was jagged like the tail of
a crocodile (this reef once blocked the
mouth of the Swan River at Fremantle,
before it was removed to create
Fremantle Harbour). Waugal then
made crocodile walk back up north
whilst his spirit remained as Garden
Island. Hence, Garden Island is known
as Meeandip Yondock (Yondock with
tail missing).

Woodman Point was named in 1827
by Captain James Stirling after Thomas
Woodman, the Purser of the HMS
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and-mouth disease. However, the
quarantine station closed in 1979 and
the explosives reserve was vacated in
1982. The area came under the
management of the Department of
Sport and Recreation, who converted
the quarantine station buildings into a
recreation camp. Public boaflaunching
facilities and private sailing clubs were
established on the southern coast after
1980. ln January 1993, part of the
bushland at Woodman Point was
gazetted as a nature reserve, to protect

some of the best areas of vegetation. In
1997, the State government announced
that Woodman Point would be
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established as a regional park to be
managed by the Department of
Conservation and Land Management.

TERRIFIC TREES
Mainly because of the area's history,

Woodman Point has largely been spared
from the frequent fires that have
ravaged areas of remnant coastal
vegetation elsewhere in the
metropolitan area. As a result,
Woodman Point's vegetation features
mature, well-developed specimens of
summer-scented wattle, chenil le
honey-myrtle and quandong, and the
creepers native wisteria and old man's
beard. Woodman Point also contains
the only remnant stand of the fire-

sensitive Rottnest cypress (Calltlrts
prelssli) of any size left in the mainland
metropolitan area (the only other large
population is at Carden Island). The
tree's scientific name commemorates
celebrated Cerman botanist Ludwig
Preiss, who first collected it from this
area in 1839. Visitors to Woodman

Point can easily recognise this tree
because of its rich green foliage and
typical conifer shape. It grows in dense
thickets, where individual trees are
closely spaced and all of similar height,
as any projecting foliage is damaged by
the salty coastal winds. Near the coast.
Rottnest cypress is usually only about
three to eight metres high.

Stands of tuart (Eucalgptus
gomphocephalal-another tree specles
that has not fared well in the Perth
metropolitan area since European
settlement-are also found in a
relatively healthy state at Woodman
Point Regional Park. at the inland edge
of the Rottnest cypress belt.

In their publication Woodman
Point: A Relic of Perth's Coastal
Vegetation, Robert Powell and Jane
Emberson explain why the flora of
Woodman Point is so important:

'Oui native vegetation is part of oui
heritage. Just as we seek to presefte the
memory of earlier ways of l i fe. so loo it is
ofvalue to remember the naturalsetting
that our forebears knew. As bush round
the city becomes steadily scarcer and
more degraded, our knowledge of it may
become more and more a matter of
historical record.'

Fortunately, at Woodman Point we
still have a chance to preserve part of
this natural heritage.

DIVER'S DELIGHT
One o[ the park s main attractions is

the Magazine Jetty, about nrne

lAbooe left: A slone memorial marks the
I passing of Sister Rosa O'Kane.

l,46oue: Woodman Point contains

I important stands of Rottnest cypress
a lcallilris preissiii.
Photos - Sallyanne cousans

I Lef: Cnarled tuarl at Woodman Point

I Regional Park.
I Photo - Crrolyn Thornson-Dans
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FAMILY FUN
Witl.r its uncro\\ 'ded beaches, clear

[,ateIs and other atlractions, Woodman
Point Regional Parli has an esiimated
500. { ) (10  r i s i t s  per  -vear .  The most
popular area \ri ihin the pail i is John
Ct.aham lieserve, x,here facil i t ies sr,rch
as barbecues, gfassed areas. toilets,
superb plal 'fround equitl lent and the
adjoining Nlagazine Jett], pronlote
cont inued use bv  lami l ies .  S ince
open ing  in  2001,  the  boat  shaped
plaYground has come alivu r!ith i; inri l ies
aDd picnic groLrps. Woodman I)oint also
offels excellent su'intnring, snorliell ing,
scuba d iv ing ,  sa i l ing  and f i sh ing ,  and is
an ideal place for l inil l '  barbecues.

A path tol the dual use of rlalkers
and cyclists l inks the Dark to Fremantle.
This pathual, plovides access lo C(x)gee
Ileacl.r and Jetty. I 'oore Clove, John
Graham Resen,e and the public hoat-
launching facil i ty at Jerloise Ba1-, rn the
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south of the park. The boat launch
ramp at Jen'oise l la1, is one of the nrost
va lued in  I 'e l th ,  o f fe r ing  exce l len t
access to Cockbuln Sound and tcr
nearby islands.

The \'Voodrran Point I iecreation
Camp is sti l l  managed b_'- the
Department of Sport and Recrealion It
provides overnight accommodation lor
r rp  l "  l i !  1 rgu1r lq .  n i lh  fn r r l  durmi to r ies
and thlee fully self contained cottages.
and lenrains populal u'ith schools and
communit), groups. There ale also two
pr iva le ly  )un  caravan and camping
parlis u,ithin the regional park.

FUTURE PLANS
Desp i te  i t s  chequered pas t ,

\Voodman l)oint nor has an excellent
outlook lor the future. Relics of its
h is to ry  w i l l  be  p lese tved and
apprec ia ted ,  care  w i l l  be  taken tc r
f ro tec t  i t s  ou ts tand ing  vegeta t ion

l,lbote lelt: l ,Jrg( numbers of
I youn'lsters ust thr: rcJcveloped
I pl;ygrounJ.

I A6ole: The llagrzinc Jetty is rr) id(irl
I plrrtforrn i lr irshing.

| /.,[: A !r '.rnd nlln dLrring thc lrirst
| \ ' \orld \\rr frrr '.r naurl hrse rl \\ irodrnrn
I Puint led tn tht hcrdl.rntl bein*
extended.
I)hotos trl iLhael Jlmrs

comnrun i t ies  and fac i l i t i es  u , i l l  be
impr rved to  p rov ide  an  en joyab le
environment lor all park visitors. Greal
cafe \\, i l l  be taken k) get small details
r igh t  such as  nak ing  sure  p lan t
InJ l ( r ' i J l  used du l ing  r '<Lr ; rb i l i r l l i on  i s
sL ,urceJ .  \ \ ' h r r r  lo :s ib le .  [ r ^ ln  \ \ ' ' t l r i I
the parks boundaries and to activell,
encoul age a5 nuch contl] lunlt!
i r v , ' l remenr  i rs  |os i  ib lL  in
implementing the managenent plan.
Dveryone can get involved hy the simple
step of obtaining a copy of the draft
n ranagenreDt  p lan  and mak ing  a
subnrission. Ultinratel),. r 'e u,i l l  all reap
the benefits of preselving and
enhancing this unique area.
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REMEMBERING THE DALGYTE
RHTANNA M00NEy......... ................28

IAST IN, BEST DRESSED
PETER M0RR|50N............ 14

The frrst stage of a long-distance
mountain bike trail, that uill
ultimatelg lead from Mundaring to
Albany, k now open. See page 49.

Older piles of the Busselton Jetty are
oouded with maine life, but it uas not
aluags so- How do marine animah
gradually colonise the piles? Se poge 34.

Discooer the underuater wildemess of
the Geographe Bag, Leeuw in-Naturaliste,
Harfo Inbt area, a potential maine
conseraation reseroe, on poge 18.

Little uas knoum about the distribution
of the dalgyte, or bilbg, in the south-
uest forests until scielttbt Ian Abbott
interaieued old timers. lltm to page 28,

The Stbling Range Nqtional Park
experimces manA e^ctremes of ueathet
from mou fqlls to bushfires. Find out
uhg on page 10.

BUSH ATTHE BEACH: WOODMAN POINT
REGIONAL PARK
cARorYN TH0MS0N-DAN9........................................................42

MUNDA BIDDI: PATHWAY THROUGH THE
FOREST
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BUSH TE1EGRAPH............................................................4
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is one of the most uidespread nknts | 
|in Australia. This small, upiight tree I

is most easily recognised by ils brigl;t'red
fruits, which ore edible ond also contain
a nutritious nut. It belongs to the same
genus as the famous sandaluood, which
uas one of Westem Australiab maior
exports in the late 1800s and earlg 1900s.
Members of this genus are root parasites,
Quandong grows in dmse stands in some
areas within the Woodman Point Regional Park
(see story on page 42).

Couer illustration by Philippa Nikulbtsky
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