


n December 2002, the first 200
kilometres of the Munda Biddi Cycle

Trail, from Mundaring in the Perth Hills
to the old timber town of Dwellingup,
was officially opened. Munda Biddi-an
Aboriginal Nyoongar term m€aning
'path through the forest'- is an
appropriate name for a'path'that is
destined to become one of the world's
greatest off-road cycling trails.

The trail is not just for serious
mountain bike enthusiasts, but has also
been designed for recreational cyclists
seeking a safe and enjoyable bush
cycling experience. They wil l be able to
enjoy pleasantly healthy exercise while
marvelling at the often-breathtaking
scenery that typifies so much of our
south-west bushland.

The construction of this 900-
kilometre trail from Mundaring to
Albany wil l be completed in three
stages: Mundaring to Coll ie, Coll ie to
Pemberton and Pemberton io Albany,
and is expected to be finished by late
2004. The section from Dwellingup to
Coll ie, which wil l complete Stage One,
is currently under way and should be
ready for use in Spring 2003.

Once completed, the Munda Biddi
Cycle Trail will wind its way, off-road,
through some of the State's most
beautiful national parks and State
forest. On its way to Albany, the trail
will use a network of bush tracks and
old railway lines to transport cyclists
through many towns and forest
attractions. They include Jarrahdale,
Dwellingup, Logue Brook Dam, Coll ie,
Wellington Mills, Donnybrook, Nannup,
Donnelly River, Manjimup, Pemberton,
Northcliffe, Walpole and Denmark.

lPreuious poge
I Trail Coordinator Therese Jones
I putting one of the old forest tracks
along the Munda Biddi to the test.

I lef/ j Mountain bike enlhusiasts taking
I on a downhil l section in the Helena
I River area.

I Belora.' l lembers of the Munda Biddi
I Trail Foundation preparing for a day s
I ride along the trail.
Photos Geoff Logue

Throughout the journey, cyclists may
encounter an array of wildlife, and wil l
experience changing Iandscapes such as
the rugged Darling Range, winding
river valleys, majestic native forests and
the spectacular southern coastl ine.

SOMETHING FOR EVERYONE
The trail has been designed to

appeal to people with a range of age
groups and cycling abil it ies. They
include recreational cyclists. families
and members ofoutdoors clubs, As they
pass through the many forest
attractions, they wil l f ind picnic spots
and existing forest campsites, where
they can meet their support vehicles.
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rides along the Munda Biddi, then drop
you off at the nearest town for the
night, where you can obtain a cold beer,
a satisfoing meal and a comfu bed to
sooth tired muscles. Or you can simply
stop off at one of the many towns
through which the trail passes. Another
alternative is to create your own

support vehicle service and have a
driver meet you, bringing your camping
gear and food supplies, at designated
points along the trail.

A NORTHERN SNAPSHOT
The northemmost and first section

to b€ opened, between Mundaring and

Dwellingup, introduces visitors to the
rugged beauty of the Perth Hil ls.
Through forests predominantly jarrah
-the trail winds through deep river
valleys, such as the Helena and
Serpentine, and across the edge of ihe
scarp enroute to Dwellingup. Along the
way, there are reminders of a former
timber-cutting era, with old timber
bridges and forest mill towns, such
as Balmoral, Whittakers and Marrinup,
that are now used as picnic areas
or converted to forest campsites.
The towns of Jarrahdale and Dwellingup
are also steeped in forest history.

Many of the old rail formations,
which the trail follows, were created to
bring timber from the forest work
camps into the big mill towns to be cut
and sent to wharves for export. Both
Jarrahdale and Dwellingup have also
housed a bauxite mining industry. Areas
south of Whittakers Mill and north-east
of Jarrahdale have been mined for

I Abouer The first section of trail
I traverses the Perth Hil ls, from
I Mundaring to Dwellingup.
Photo LenStewart/LochmanTransparencies

lLeft: The Munda Biddi Trail appeals to
I Deople from a ran€e of age groups and
I cycling abil it ies.
Photo - Geoff Logue
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is one of the most uidespread nknts | 
|in Australia. This small, upiight tree I

is most easily recognised by ils brigl;t'red
fruits, which ore edible ond also contain
a nutritious nut. It belongs to the same
genus as the famous sandaluood, which
uas one of Westem Australiab maior
exports in the late 1800s and earlg 1900s.
Members of this genus are root parasites,
Quandong grows in dmse stands in some
areas within the Woodman Point Regional Park
(see story on page 42).

Couer illustration by Philippa Nikulbtsky
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