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ECOEDUCATION: BREEDING CONSERVAIION CONSCIOUSNESS
Launched in 1993,

the Department of
Conservation and Land
Management's
EcoEducation programs for
school students are
producing a new
generation with sound
conservation values. The
programs have catered for
more than 110,000
participants and have
influenced children, their
teachers and families.

The profound success of
the programs is largely
owed to their abil ity to
appeal to students of all
ages, and encourage them
to look at nature in a new
light. As well as learning
from their hands-on bush
experiences about how
people depend on natural
systems, children are also
empowered to contribute

PersonallY to nature
conservation. This augurs
well for the future
management of the
environment by
encouraging recognition of
the need for all sections of
the community to share
responsibil i ty in conserving
Western Australia's natural
nentage.

The programs are based
at the department's Hil ls
Forest Discovery Centre in
Mundaring and offer
students pradical, hands-on
lessons through excursions
and camp activit ies. They
also provide teachers with
professional development,
and schools with curriculum-
linked resources.

In 2001, EcoEducation
programs were launched at
the Wellington Discovery
Forest and through the
programs, students from the
Bunbury, Coll ie and Harvey
areas have developed a
sense of ownership of
Wellington National Park

and the jarrah forest. To
date, more than 3000
students, teachers and other
adults have been involved.

Meanwhile, other
EcoEducation init iatives
continue to grow, with
schools from all over the
State taking part in the
CALM Bush Rangers cadet
program and the Western
Shield schools program,
which involves them in the
department's wildlife
recovery program. Through
this program, more than
67,0!0 students and
teachers have been made
aware of the plight of our
small mammal species and
they have been shown how
they can each help to save
threatened species.

Many schools have
participated year after year
in the EcoEducation
programs and deserve
acknowledgement for their

assistance in the
development of the
programs. These include
Applecross Primary School-
which has raised $5000 over
the past six years for
conservation projeds-and
Walliston, Willetton and
Falls Road primary schools;
Penrhos College and Helena
College; Perth Modern
School; and John Forrest
and Lynwood senior high
5CnOOt5.

Kanyana Wldlife
Rehabil itation Centre
managers and volUnteers
have provided animal
encounters that are integral
to the programs and also
deserve thanks. Volunteers
and small businesses from
the Mundar ing  communi ty
have also made an
important contribution to
all the programs, facil i t ies
and resources at The Hil ls
Forest Discovery Centre.

Students Sarah Zuzzolo and
Rhgs Sharrett measure
euidmce to help mlue a
mlsterg on the 'forest detectioe
trail'.
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Invaluable partnerships have
also been forged with the
Department of Education's
Aboriginal Education
sedion, the Water
Corporation and Alcoa
World Alumina Australia.
These partnerships have
generously sponsored the
programs for four years.

For further information
about EcoEducation
pro9rams contact the
department's Senior
EcoEducation Officet
Liz Moore, by phone
(08) 9334 0387,
fax (08) 9334 0498 or by
email (l izm@calm.wa.gov.au).
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Cane toads are poisonous, prolific
breeders cnd are getting closer to the
WA border. Hop to page 10.

Discouer some of the prehistoric
megafauna that once rcamed the State
in 'Walking with WA giants' on page 23.

Lichens decorate Lake Mui, near
Manjimup, with varying colours and
shapes. Tum to page 43 to leam more
about these fascinating life forns.

Once thought to be extinct, Cilbefi s
potoroo has ouercome mong obstacles,
What is being done to improae its
chances of surubal! See page 28.

The tuart once twified the coastal strip
north cnd south of Perth. Wlry should we
cherish this majestic tree? See page 16.

CHERISH THE TUARTS
ROBERI POWETT AND BRONWEN KEIGHERY.............,..,..,..,..,.I6

WALKING WITH WA GIANTS
JOHN

GILBERT'S
IONY FRIEND

POTOROO-EIGHT YEARS ON

BOTANIC GUARDIAN
NEVILLE I\4ARCHANT
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Royal hakea rises aboue the surrounding
heath, straight and column-like. When
sunlit from aboae or below its unusuol
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as the Chinese lantem bush. Among the birds
that obtain nectar from its llouers (hidden at
the base of the leaues) is the westem spinebill.
Royal hakea grows almost exclusiuel! in
Fitzgerald Riuer National Park, an area that

larye uariegated leaaes appear to gtou $
like lantems, so the shrub is also knoum

uas reserued on the recommendation of
Gouemment Botankt Charles Gardner
(see 'Botanic Guardian' on page 36)-

Couer illustration bg Philiwa Nikulinsk!




