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Radio-tracking, trapping
and spotlighting native
animals such as possums,
woylies and tiny red-tailed
phascogales are just a few of
the activities planned for the
Dryandra Woodland Ecology
Course to be held in May
2003. Participants can also
expect to gain an insight
into some of the challenges
found when managing
remnant bushland, and
learn something of the
natural and cultural history
of Dryandra.

While not part of the
Ecology Course, time will be
set aside for participants to
enjoy a brief viewing of the
new Barna Mia native
animal enclosure, which
opened in December 2002.
Barna Mia is already proving
popular with visitors to
Dryandra.

Winner of the 2001

DRYANDRA ECOLOGY COURSE

Heartlands Tourism
Association Award, the
Dryandra Woodland Ecology
Courses are held twice each
year, usually in May and
October or November.
Activities are mostly field
based and provide
participants with a close-up

| experience of the
astonishing diversity of
Wheatbelt plants and
animals. Participants will
also see some of the
research technigues used in
the urgent quest to
conserve the region’s
important inhabitants.

Your tour companions

Best recipes for interpreting our heritage:
Activities for Ecotour guides and others.

= Helps you to design, deliver and evaluate quality

interpretive activities.

+  Provides the plan and full script for 23 activities
catering for a range of audiences, times and locations.

Developing Ecotonrs: A guidebook for planning,
designing, promoting and conducting ccotourism activity

programs.

+  Demonstrates how you can bring together a group of
interpretive activities into an integrated program.

« Considers the why, what, when, where, who and whom
of ecotour activity programs.

Purchase from:

Department of Conservation and Land Management

Locked Bag 104

Bentley Delivery Centre, Western Australia 6983
Email: shep@calm.wa.gov.au

$55 (incGST& postage) for both of these companions
or 335.50 each {inc GST & postage)
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Far left: Field officer Clare
Anthony with a juvenile maia,

Left: The hands-on courses
fvolve mostly field-based
activities.

Photos — Kate MacGregor

These residential courses
are organised by the
Department of Conservation
and Land Management's
Narrogin District staff, and
take place between Friday
evening and Sunday
afternoon in the tranquil
setting of Dryandra
Woodland—only a two-hour
drive from Perth. For further
information, including the
dates, times and cost of the
May 2003 course, please
contact the department’s
Visitor Services Officer
Kate MacGregor on
(08) 9881 9207, or by email
(katemac@calm.wa.gov.au).

EVELOPING ECOTOURS
AND OTHER INTERPRETIVE
ACTIVITY PROGRAMS
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Cane toads are poisonous, prolific
breeders and are getting closer fo the
WA border. Hop to page 10.

Once thought to be extinct, Gilberts
potoroo has overcome many obstacles.
What is being done to improve its
chances of survival? See page 28.

Discover some of the prehistoric
megafauna that once roarned the Stale

The tuart once typifted the coastal strip
north and south of Perth. Why should we
cherish this majestic tree? See page 186.

Lichens decorate Lake Muir, near
Manjimup, with varying colours and
shapes. Turn to page 43 fo learn more
about these fascinating life forms.

Royal hakea rises above the surrounding
heath, straight and column-like. When
sunlif from above or below, its unusual 4
large varlegated leaves appear to glow £,
like lanterns, so the shrub is also knoun™ R
as the Chinese lantern bush. Among the birds

that obtain nectar from its flowers (hidden at

the base of the leaves) is the western spinebill,

Royal hakea grows almost exclusively in
Fitzgerald River National Park, an area that “'
was reserved on the recommendation of then
Government Botanist Charles Gardner
{see ‘Botanic Guardian’ on page 36).

Cover illustration by Philippa Nikulinsky

in ‘Walking with WA gianis’ on page 23.
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