




hile conference delegates
discussed ponderous problems

of pasture management, a few of us
'birdos'slipped over to the bil labong.
Close up, it had its share of blemishes,
particularly a shoreline churned by
cattle and pigs, but there were lots of
birds and lotus flowers, and waterlihes
too. As I picked my way between muddy
holes made by sinking hooves, I spotted
a strange litt le black frog sitt ing
motionless in a particularly deep pig-
print. Intrigued, I caught it. But, as I
peered at the tiny amphibian in my
hands, curiosity turned to horror. I'd
caught my first'wild' cane toad. Then
we saw more, lots of them: juvenile

toads and a few bigger ones too!

WESTWARD HOP
So . . . they were this far west. The

billabong was in the catchment of the
Roper River, which flowed east to the
Culf of Carpentaria. For Western
Australians, however, the concern was
that the Katherine River, just a few
kilometres up the road, joined the Daly
River, which emptied into Bonaparte
Gulf off the Kimberley coast. Reality
sank in. Cane toads had all but reached
the watershed that separated the rivers
that flowed east, from those that flowed

towards Western Australia, towards
home.

'[\^,o wet seasons later, in March 2002,
national park ranger Lindsay Brown
confirmed the rumours we'd heard. The
toads were well west of Katherine.
Indeed, he'd seen masses of them sitting
on the road at most creek crossings in
the first 75 kilometres tnvelling west
from the town. Thereaftet numbers had
thinned and the last cane toad he saw
that night was 100 kilometres down the
highway. Since then, there has been news
that they have reached the Victoria River
Bridge. The lead toads are now less than
300 kilometres from Kununurra and the
Ord River.

Cane toads travel fast, following
roads as well as rivers, 0n average they
travel about 25 kilometres per year, but
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l.Aboae.' Cane toads mate in still or slow
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in some years they do much more. They
are also adept at hitching rides. In fact,
the first cane toad we saw in the
Kimberley had come from Queensland
in caravan comfort, snugly concealed In
a flowerpot. Its cover was blown when
quarantine officers pulled the illegally
imported plant out of its container at
the border checkpoint.
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K U N U N U R R A  F R O G  W A T C H  R E  S U  L T S

Frogs recorded by Save Endangered East Kimberley Spe<ies (SEEKS)
near Kununurra on 20 January 2002

The recordings were made at five sites: Lake Kununurra (site 1); a garden (site 2);

seasonally flooded grassland (site 3); a flooded gravel pit (site 4); and a rocky creek line
(site 5). ihe resulti show the total number of species recorded at each site and (in

bra(kets) the number of species found only at that site.

Frog 5pecies -. Site 1 Site 2 Site 3 Site 4 Site 5

bilingual frog (cnnia b/ingua)
giant Ircg (Cycl ora n a a ustra I i s)
f ong-footed frog (Cyclorana longipesl
Daly Waters frog (Cyclorcna maculosus)
marbled f rog (llmnodynastes convexiusculus)
ornate burrowing frog (Limnodynastes onatus)
tlat-headed frog (l,mnodynastes depre$us)
green tree frog (litoria caerulea)
Copland's rock frog (Lito a coplandil
Peter's trog (Litoria inermis)
rocket frog (litoria ,aiuta)
pale lrcg (Litoria pallida)
Roth's tree frog (litoria .othlD
desert tree frog (l,to a rubellal
wotjulum frog (Litoria wotiu lu mensis)
northern toadfet (Upercleia borealis\
stonemason toadlet lithomoda

The marbled frog was the most
widespread, and the hardest to
catch. lt kept hidden underthe grass'
only six of the 15 5pecies were
recorded at more than one site.
Lake Kununurra wa5 remarkable for
the lack of frogs.
The flooded grassland had the
greatest diversity (nine species; five
found only there).
The gravel pit had nearly as many
(eight species) but only two that
were not seen elsewhere. lt was the
prime site for toadlets.
Rock holes in Mirima National Park
were home to some sandstone
specialists.

I (o) 1 (1) 9 (5) I (2) 6 (4)

Lily Creeh lagoon, I'ake Kununurra
Photo - Marie Lochman

FROGWATCH
If you'd like to keep track of the

westward hop of cane toads, you can

visit the Progwatch website at

www.frogwatch.org.au, where new

sightings are recorded on an accessible

database, In [act, lhe website contains

information on the identity, habitat and

distribution of all frogs found in the

Kimberley or Top End. You wil l f ind

maps and photos, and can even PlaY
recordings of the calls of all species.

If you visit the KimberleY or ToP

End and wish to record the frogs

around your campsite, the calls wil l be
particularly useful for identif ication,

because each species has its own

distinctive'croak' or'plonk'. One only
has to look at the common names of

frogs to see that. In Western Australia,
we have (among others) banjo frogs,

bell frogs, bleating frogs, moaning frogs

and motorbike frogs. We even have

humming frogs, wail ing frogs and
quacking frogs! Because frogs tend to

be most active at night, and many live

in dense vegetation or burrows where

they're hard to find (they invoke an

understandable but irritating code of

silence as you approach!), it is much

easier to listen for frog calls than to

catch the animals themselves. If you're

sure of your identif ications, you can

have your data added to the Frogwatch
database (to find out how to do thai,

visit the site).
Frog watching adds to our

kno\ jledge of the status and distribution
of fro5ls (and the spread ofcane toads). It

can be great fun too. Last Year, Ian

Morris and Graeme Sawyer-the people

behind the Frogwatch website-visited
Kununurra. Ian and Craeme, together
with members of our local naturalist
group, Save Endangered East Kimberley
Species (SEEKS), l istened and hunted
for frogs on the banks of Lake

Kununurra, in flooLled gravel pits. in

rock holes and in seasonally flooded
grasslands. Their results? Pretty good.

They found 15 species, which is all but

one of those known from the area (see

the table above).

I Left: The giant lrog lCgclorana
lauslralisl is sometim€s mistaken for
I the cane toad.
Photo Greg Harold

14 ui',tcoro



9I 
adoJsoNw

ra^of,ar dlalpurllln llr/( aJrtpl rno

leql pup InjssaDns aft ,{aql leql adoq

lsnu aA,\ 'lsad slql roJ sursru€rlf,aur

Iorluof, ]prrBolorq roJ Furlool IIrls

arp slsquaDs '^lleurd uolllulua palPds
aq llr.( llp lou Jr 

'lsoru 
lPql slsaBans

araqMasla tuolslLl lnq 'palraJJe ,{lara^as
aq IIrm sarJads {ueu leql p?dxa ol
uosear poot s! araql'aJltpl!,'\ a^llpu rno

lJaJJe IIIA\ daql .tlala^as moq arns aq arv\
uPr roN qsl?q pu? paF8nr sl.{allaqrury
?ql Jo qlnur asnssaq 'ad€tspuPl

aqi qanolql ?^oru llln daql lsPJ
moq arns aq l,uP3 a \.ll lnoqe op u?l
an alull sr araql suiaas lr 'puelsuaano

Pls?of, Jo splarJauer aql ulo{ Iesradsrp
Jo slea^ 0/ ul uar{l dols 01 alqe uaaq
s?q auo-ou sY slPa{ aarql ol on l uau
aql ul ^lq€qord'a^urs IIlm sp€ol auPl

lPql arns aq ueJ a \ eaJrlplrm ^aFaqury
aql roJ arols ur sr lPqi os

'salls Auuolruoru rraql Jo qlPa
ol pB speol ausJ r?Te pue arojaq saDads
to{ r{Jpa Jo aJuppunqp aql ul saBueqJ
alnseaul OSIP pUP 'aAI.uE spPol augJ uaqtv\
^lpsxa aulurlalap upJ daql 'luaurdlnba

slr{l rlt!!\ 'lqaru qrPa lqErupruj
pu? {lolf,,o lqtra uaa,qaq aulllPl
sFo{ llP Jo aruepunqe pu? dlluapr
aql prof,ar 01 (pa^!rre {pearl? a^eq

speol au?l qllq/vr ul saqrear $arr^ol aql
ul ldalxa) ra^u aql Auop sareld ,{3Bo{,
le salod uo dn las uaaq a^Er{ sa3Eol
-E?p pue sauoqdoDlu 'saualPq 'slauPd

rPIoS sp?ol au?l Jo asoq] pue uolFal
aql ur sarlads fua^a Jo slpr paprolar

Jo ifielqll e lsulpFp sauoqdo.Drur
qanorqi pairalap qpl 3o.g sanduor

]?ql arPmlos ralnduof, Padola^ap
a^pq ,{aqJ xaNU radou aql uo Fursn ale
daql qrrq^ 'r]J?oldd? ra^alJ nuelnr|ued
P qllM dn auol a^eq sanB?allol
slq pue rpuelsuaano 

Jo qrsra^rufl

aqJ lP rossaJo{ ? 'aapc uop.roc
'a^ur? sppol ls.rrJ

aql uaqrh nllJsxa luaunf,op ol lln]rlJrp
sr I laqloue rod llnsrllrp lsoru sr

{.lomplau pup alq€ssedur auoraq speor
uaqn '(uoseas la/vr) lauurns aql Fuunp
seuue^?s uellerlsnv ulaquou ur a^llf,e

lsou aft spPol puP sao4 'Aulql auo
rod'salllnruJrp alqeraplsuo, auof,la^o
ol a^pq ̂aql lnq 'searp d\au ur le^rr.re
s,peol auPl aql Jo slraJja arll luaunrop
ol slduaue raqlo uaaq a^eq araqJ
'sanrunuiuos EorJ I?Jol uo slJedur du?

Protrar ol alqE aq IIlm sraquaur-a^grP
speol au?f, uaq/{-ler{l os ,Pa^ qf,Pa
,,(a^rns aql lpadar oi sadoq Syggs

SCOUd'ITV CNI'ITVC
'uorlelagaA

asuap pu€ punort uado Jo saqllPd
ql!/vr slupq duep pup laler\^ molleqs

Jo sPare aa.rel peq sao{ aq} asruraq
poot dlq?qord ara& slaqunN'lrd Ia^uA
aql r{q pa/vrollol ̂lasolf, 'alrs lsaqru
aql sPm puelssPr? papoou aql alrr{m
'sa!f,ads 

lsamaj pprl-ralp,!\ luppunqp slr
qlr&-elrnununy a{p1 rdlFursudlns
'sao{ 

Jo allns u^ro sll p?q lelqPq
qf,Pg ')laam ? loJ ur€r uaaq l,upPq araql
'lnoqe pue lno aral sBo4 lsou uaqdl
'uosPas la/r aql sellt ll rlBnoqlN

"","" urr.?r;;]"# 
| D!tot!7\Ao4 aa\ ua?,} :tr!6!A I

'ls6aaunFtlofil

D!rot!1) ao"l) unlntloM .adogy I

oquqnoJ sollew - olorld
'I.red 

lPuorl?N
npP{Py u! {rou alturl.rnoN pulqaq

luaurdrnba guuolluoru IIE] AorJ aql qll.'^
sale \ qlnos .r\aN Jo ,qlsla^lun aqJ uo4
uro{ rol{ql,nalpuv pup'puplsuaan0 Jo I

,{lrsra^run aql uro{ raqrlalJ sa'l pue I
aaris udpi65llqgu ;1sin i114 u'n69yl



PO|SON lN PARADISE: CANETOADS HOPWEST
T0NY START AND CHRTS D0NE.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .10

Cane toads are poisonous, prolific
breeders cnd are getting closer to the
WA border. Hop to page 10.

Discouer some of the prehistoric
megafauna that once rcamed the State
in 'Walking with WA giants' on page 23.

Lichens decorate Lake Mui, near
Manjimup, with varying colours and
shapes. Tum to page 43 to leam more
about these fascinating life forns.

Once thought to be extinct, Cilbefi s
potoroo has ouercome mong obstacles,
What is being done to improae its
chances of surubal! See page 28.

The tuart once twified the coastal strip
north cnd south of Perth. Wlry should we
cherish this majestic tree? See page 16.
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ROBERI POWETT AND BRONWEN KEIGHERY.............,..,..,..,..,.I6

WALKING WITH WA GIANTS
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Royal hakea rises aboue the surrounding
heath, straight and column-like. When
sunlit from aboae or below its unusuol
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as the Chinese lantem bush. Among the birds
that obtain nectar from its llouers (hidden at
the base of the leaues) is the westem spinebill.
Royal hakea grows almost exclusiuel! in
Fitzgerald Riuer National Park, an area that

larye uariegated leaaes appear to gtou $
like lantems, so the shrub is also knoum

uas reserued on the recommendation of
Gouemment Botankt Charles Gardner
(see 'Botanic Guardian' on page 36)-

Couer illustration bg Philiwa Nikulinsk!




