There are piobably only about 250
westarf ground panons in edsténce—
and the number s mowt likely
decreating,

The westem gralind parrot & an
unusual parrot, @ very secretive bird
that spends most of jts e on the
ground, where it feeds, rests and nests
in near-coastal heathlands: It spends
most of the day walking through
heathiand up 10 about half-a-metra
tall, Teading an seeds o in' the hotter
part of the day, resting on or'near the
gratnd, It s not often ieen—you have
to walk 2 fong way through heathtand
hetore you are likely to flush one

Ground parrots very rarely call
during the day—if you want to hear
ong, you hive to be out on the heath
an hour befare dawn, or halt-an-haur
after sunset. They don't finsh calling
il after-the starsare out. Listening
for calls is the best way 10 detect the
piresence of ground parrots, hence i
Is the basis for cansus and survey
methods.

In the past, destruction of habital

was 3 major threat and the species
became confined to CapeArid National
Park, Fitznerald River Natiahal Park
and the Waychinicup-Manypeaks area.
Clearing for agriculture and other
purposes no longer threatens known
populations—adtansive wildfire ls now
the greatest threat to ground parrot
habitat. In dry parts of its range, such as
in the narthern part of Fitzgerald River
Mational Park, the speckes can
recolonise a burnt aread within about
sin years of & fire, and this time-is likely
to be less in Wetter areas. Howoer, the
o, 000-hectare fire In Fitzgerald River
Matianal Park in 1995 burmt about hall
af the ground parrot habitat in the
park. As a result, up o a guarter of the
total phpulation miay have been lostin
this one firg. The good news & that one
of the remaining populations has been
showing strong groveth,

On theother hand, recent fires in
Cape Arid National Park burmt almost
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all the avallable habitat in the park
And at Manypeaks, racent surviy
work, carcied out by voluntesess and
coordinated by Sirds  Australia,
sugests that the population there
(s very small and decréasing, Any
further extensive  wildfires  in
fitzgerald River National Park could,
therefore, be catastrophlc for the
ground parrat.

The western ground parret s
currently classified as Endangered, but
the resuits of these recent Surveys
suiggest that it is Critically Endangered

Bezause the ground parrat ls o
difficalt to detect, It Is possible that
hitherte unknown populations still
exist 'on the south coast. Howsver, the
methods of Survey (We've mentionsd
bafora, dawity and after duskl) restrict
the area that can be covered with a
small number of people. We are,
therefore, appealing 1o anyong with
aither knowledge of any records: of
these birds ar an interest in
participating in voluntesr sureys on
the south coast to contact us.
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Cane toads are poisonous, prolific
breeders and are getting closer fo the
WA border. Hop to page 10.

Once thought to be extinct, Gilberts
potoroo has overcome many obstacles.
What is being done to improve its
chances of survival? See page 28.

Discover some of the prehistoric
megafauna that once roarned the Stale

The tuart once typifted the coastal strip
north and south of Perth. Why should we
cherish this majestic tree? See page 186.

Lichens decorate Lake Muir, near
Manjimup, with varying colours and
shapes. Turn to page 43 fo learn more
about these fascinating life forms.

Royal hakea rises above the surrounding
heath, straight and column-like. When
sunlif from above or below, its unusual 4
large varlegated leaves appear to glow £,
like lanterns, so the shrub is also knoun™ R
as the Chinese lantern bush. Among the birds

that obtain nectar from its flowers (hidden at

the base of the leaves) is the western spinebill,

Royal hakea grows almost exclusively in
Fitzgerald River National Park, an area that “'
was reserved on the recommendation of then
Government Botanist Charles Gardner
{see ‘Botanic Guardian’ on page 36).
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in ‘Walking with WA gianis’ on page 23.
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