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plqcct is uDLlcr \ \ ' ry in Wcstcrn

Ausrmlir ro frnd I popull t iot l

of the thrcercncci hcath :nouse or
dr1';rng (.l)rcrrr/orrr1,s -rirortririqlr) in oldcr

to stuclv i ts Lrioiogl rncl cco)ogici l

r-cqui lcnrcrrts,rn(l  rr l t inr.rtcl t  ro e\plorc
\\nvs l() l rnProvc tts col lscr-vlt l ()r1 st l tus.

Irr ln cf lbrt to f l l l  rhcsc klc)rr lcclqc
gi lPs. rhc l)cp.lr_lr lrcDt of CoDser\, :r t ioD
end L.trrcl  M.lrr irLacnrc'nt hrrnchcrl  rhc

rc\\ '  projcct. l  hich slu, rvi lcl l i f i '

r-escrrchcrs, postgrrdurtc stLrdcr)ts i ln( l
r ' , r 111111 . .1 '  \ l \ ( r ) J i I |S  INU Nrck .  l r i

Novcttt trcr- 2002 rrrd r&riD in Marclr
dris yeer sce:chirrg lbr !hc l lcrclt  Drouse
in lncl lclr  Firzqerirkl  l { ivcr Nrrioni l
l ) l rk. Whiic tr lrps \\ 'c le hicl  l t  si tcs
shele hcldr nricc hlcl  bccl cttght
duriDs thc I9S0s ard l99os. nonc rvns

crLrl lh! clul ins the l :rrcr tr lppinu

l )L r r ' i r r ' :  t l r c  l r i ( l  l  l r l ) , .  L , r l r n l r ' ( \  i r l

thcsc rr-ers u,elc high),, '  cncouli lgi l lg.
rnd rs rcccntlv .rs clr ' lv 20()2. helrh
nrice occl lsiorr l lv tul 'ncd Llp in thc

clcparnrtcrci Wcstcln Shit 'Ll  tr lpl incs

in lhe ersrcrn plrt  of thc plrk. The
De\t stc'p wil l  bc to scrrch er Leke

Mlgentl, rvhcre trrpping lor Wcsrcnl
Shield lr :Ls r lso turncd uf, I tc ' . l t l1 r1l icc
f ionr t i :uc to l iurc.

Lake Mlgentl  u' ls elso the site of
an ir lvcsrigerion into tr lppi lg r-ecotcls

and lubit l t  c,vpes co help predit s, lrcrc

heldr nricc nright occLlr,  lncl l  f i l
mice wcrc, incleecl,  fbund rvhcre
pre'diccc't l .  l )cparnDentl l  rcscat 'chcrs
lncl a posrgreduatc sl lrdent f lonl
Murdoch Univclsity u' i l l  r&rrn
investigl l tc this: lnd orhcr possible sites.

Ttre hclrh nroLlsc is cl l t i le stout

arrcl rvcighs rrp to 90 glenrs (rrrrrch

slrr l lL 'r  thin the sinri l ;r t  bush r l t  rvhiclr
rcrchcs 2()0 sl lnrs). I t  usulr l ly hrs l isht
brorvnish-sre'v f irr ,  f lecked l i th bl lck.
Tlrc blurrr-nosctl  f :rce h;rs br.r lgi lg cycs
rnd drrk, hrir ,v c:u-s. Thc tt i l  is shorrcr
dul drc conrbirccl heecl :rncl bod1,. Ir

h.ts dlrkct tirr ebovc. rvith ptler firr
bencerh.

Fcnralc hcath nl icc lcrch sc\ual
rr l i t l t r i !v r l !  rborrt olrc veer olcl ,  and are
( l ) ou ! : l ) t  t u  I ' r od r r r r '  t l r c r '  ) o t r r r g  r r r
spring In clpt ivir), ,  rhcy heve becn
ktrorvtr to survive for sevc'r_ll vel's,
Studies on this species irr easrcrn
Austr l l i l  havc sho$'n r lrr t  qrass lrrcl
scccls fbrnr nrost of i ts dict.  Vcry l inle
clse is knou,n, brrt thcy lrc believec{ to
usc nests .rnd shallorv bulrorvs.

Thc hcath lrlousc \\'ils bclicvcd ro
bc crt iD,t rn Wr'\ tcl  r) Au'rr ' .r l i . r  t i rr
nrole thiln 50 yclrs beforc ir rv:rs

ciughl clLlr ing l  survcv of lhc
IUvcrtsrholpe l lerrgc in l9l l3. Thesc
spr'cinrcns \\rcrc oriqini l lv nriLr
iclcrrt j f lccl i rs bush r:rts. ()nly thc
cliscovc'r'y of fi-csh borrc r)atclirl rnd
sutrscqucnl rr.rpping of helth rDicc

clu: ing l selrch firr dre drrcltcrctl
cl ibbler in Firzscrr lcl  I{ ivcl Ntt ionrl

Lelt facing pagle Heath nrolse.
Phata Jln Lachnan

Above Miclcl  e Mt Ba ren and ThLrmb Peak
n Fitzgera cl R ver Nat onal Pafk
Phato Matie Lachman

Right Radio track n.q at F tzgera ( l  Rive
Nat ona Park.
Phato &ent Jahnson
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Park in 1987 confirmed therr
existence. At the time, the sPecies had
last been recorded alive inWA in 1931.
It is now known from only five
Iocations in the southern Wheatbelt
and south coastal areas of the State,
and from only two conservation areas
in south-western Victoria. Limited
genetic analysis has been r:ndertaken
and it appears that in both States they
ale the same species. However, the
lin ted studies undertaken here and in

Victoria suggest that eastern states
heath mice and those in Western
Australia occur in different habitats,
and each has different ecological
lequirements. This is not surprising

r , i.-:.'

given the distance between thetr
populations and the length of time
they have been apart.

The heath mouse is l isted as
vulnerable under Commonwealth
legislation. In WA, it is listed as 'fauna

that is rare or likely to become extinct'
and is the or y threatened rodent in
this State with no conservation

Program.
Fire is used as a management tool

on several of the conservation reserves
where the heath rtouse Persists, and
mining interests are becoming an
increasing presence in adjoining areas.
lnformation is needed on these
potentially limiting factors, as well as

the possible efTects of introduced
predators and dieback. Nevertheless,
Departrnent of Conservation and Land
Management researche$ are confident
that, with the assistance of Murdoch
University and the support of mining
cornpanies and other landholders, thrs
study will greatly improve our
knowledge and understanding of one
of Australiai rarest rodents.

Above left Heath mouse.
Photo - J iri Lachman

Above l\,4urdoch postgraduate student
Dam en Canci la happily holds a bag
conia n ng a heaih mouse in Lake Magenta
NatLrre Reserve

Left A recent y burnt si te near Bandalup
Hi I  wi l l  a low researchers to invest gate
the eftecis o'f f i re on heath m ce.
Phatos - Brent Johnson
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Flora l  t  rappings
lfhile there are many carnivorous plants, the AJbany pitcher plant is one
of a kind.

The tenuous tuar t
What is causing the decline of tuarts? A State Government Taskforce is
working with local comn'runities to find out.
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Prehistoric Mannak of Australia and New Guinea.
Beneath Busselton Jetry
Silly Baby Magpie!
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Francois Peron National Park.

Endangered
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