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he magnificent Archipelago of the
Recherche stretches for more

than 200 ki lometres along the Statet

southern coastl ine, offshore from

Esperance, and contains more than 100

islands and 1,500 islets.

The islands represent the high

poir l tr  ofrn ancient land suface rhat is

now flooded by the ocean. Most ofthe

islands are exposed to high or

moderare wave action from all

directions and there are few safe

anchorages or landings. In form and

character, the islands-which are

mostly inaccessible-resemble the

granitic headlands of the mainland

coast. In the most exPosed areas,

smooth, steep-sided, rocky slopes

aArchlpolago
ot tho R.chsrcho

plunge into the sea. More sheltered
bays have boulders and tide pools.
Between some of the headlands there
are beaches backed by low dunes or
granite slopes. The depth of the sea
floor within the archipelago averages
about 40 metres, althor.rgh the outer
islands rise ftom depths of 70 metres
ot [10re.

Use of the area
In 1627, Pieter Nuyts on the Dutch

vessel Culden Zeepard ('Golden

Seahorse') passed through the
archipelago, but did not land in the
:rer. The next rrrival war CJptrin
George Vancouver, on the Di.Jaoret),,
who ventured thrcugh the still-
nameless archipelago in October 1791.
ln 1792, L'Esperance ar'd Lr Redrcrclrc,
two French vessels under the
conmand of Rear Admiral Bruny
D'Entrecasteaux, were forced to seek
shelter on the Esperance coast Gon a
storm, conferring the name of one of
their vessels on the spectacular island
group. In 1802. Matthew Flinders.
aboard the HMS -lrreJlrgdlof, becanle
the first to explore and chart the
region. During the nineteenth century,
sealers Fom the penal settlement atVan
Diemans Land arrived, followed by
American and French whalers.

Today, the lower rock slopes of the
islands are important commercial
fishing areas for greenlip and brownlip
abalones. Gummy sharks, whiskery
sharks and dusky sharks (bronze
whalers) are extensively fished by net
and long line in these waters. The
waters ofthe archipelago also support a
large proportion of the fishery for the
southern rock lobster. A small trawl
fishery for saucer scallops also operates
seasonally within the lrea. and rhcre ir
a regionally inrportant, developing
fishery for pilchard.

Woody lsland is the only readily
acccssible island close ro Erperlnce in
the archipelago. It is also the only one
on which overnighr acconrtrrodatron is
available.

Previaus page
Main New s and (centre)and Ram s and
(top) offshore from Cape Le Grand
Nationa Park
Phato David Bett ini
Insets ( left) lntormat on co lected d!r ng a
rnajor study of the Recherche Archipe ago
wi laid the plann ng of a marine
conservat on reserve
(i l8ht) Sea sl lg on an encfust ng sponge
Pholas Justin A,4cDanald

Left Woody sand soneof few islands n
the afch pelago that rece ves regu ar
v s lors
Phota Jiti Lochman
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applied for funding through the
Marine Protectcd Areas Proqran ofthc
Natr.rral Heritage Trust (NHT). The
project involved mlpping ma;or
marine habitats lnd the marine wildlife
discributions of the area, as well :ts
developing a prelinrinary r:nderstrnding;
of the physical occrnol;rap\ of the
region. This project has involved sraff
from the departrnerlt 's Marine
Conservrtion Brlnch and its Esper:rncc
District Of1ice as well as scientists frorn
The Universiry of Western Australia
(UWA):rnd was dircctcd at obtaining
sorne of the informatiolt needed lor
the pl:rnning of l rnarile conservrtior)
reserve in the area.

Top left Leafy seadragons nl-rab t the
Recherche Arch pelago. These f sh are
pfotected as the r femova m ght lead to
the spec es disappearin0 from an afea.
Phota Peler & Margy NichalaslLochman
ftansparencies

AboveThe lower rock slopes ot the s ands
are important comrnefc al f ishing areas iol
green rp aoa one
Phota Eva BoogaardlLochnan
ftanspatencies

Centre leftTfans ucent red sea squ fts
growing on the tube of a tLrbeworm.

Left Giant western blue groper have
disappeared from most heavi y.f ished
pafts ol our coast, but are st I  seen in the
Recherche Afch pelago
Photos Gethard SauerackerlLochman
kansparencies
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artached invercebrates, such as sponges,
sea squirts. bryozorns, hydroids and 6sh
on sheltered and c'xposed locations on
groups of inshore rnd of lshorc ishnds.

They sampled at 5 10 rnetres, 15-20
metres lnd greater dran 20-nrctre

depths at al l  locations. Their inshore
locations rvere Black, Woody and
Thornas isla:rds and the oflshore islands
rvere Long, l{emark and Fredcrick.

Once this survey was contpleted, a
study of rhc dif ferences in distr ibution

and abundance of seawecds, .ttached
iDvertebrates rnd fish were furtbcr
investigated, on sloping granite rnd
vert ical drop-offs rt  l5 ro l{) n)eo\rs ir)
depth, at Mondrain and Fipgure ofEieht
islands.

High-tech heaven
l )ur ing che course ofthe sulvey the

research te:ul utilised artr:rzing hieh-
technology rcsearch techniqucs to
identi$, and ntap sea l loor habitats.
They used hydroacoustics (the use of
sound irr rvater) by rvhich a deprh
qour)dcr rrcr\ lrrr\  rh,.  r irrrs i t  r .rker for
a pulse of sound to lef lecr of i  thc
bo t t o r r r  . r r r d  b . r ck  ro  t l r r  bo l r .  Th i '
techrr ique caD bc used to determine
both rhe dcpth and thc rype of habitrt

Presenl on the sea f loor A sidescai
sonrr wid'r trvo fin-sh:rped beams
gelleri l ted by transducers-nrounted
on a'torv f ish'bebi ld dre boat can oc
uscd co bui ld up a eco-referenced
irnage i f  you cort inue to go beck lnd
forth This is cxcellelt for rnapping
habitac transir ions around coastl incs
and islands. l t  is so sophist icated thar
i t  can pick up individual boulders and
seagrass planrs to a f ive-cert inretre
resolut ion. Onc of the interestiug
babitats recorded were vast beds of
rhodolich-a type of calcareous alga
that Iooks l ikc pebbles.

Ho'"vever, the researchers sri l l
needed some way of ground truthinq

Above left  Rugged cond t ons make many
i s  ands  rn  t he  Reche rche  A rch ipe  ago  f a  r l y
inaccess l l  e

Left Many ot the islands are important
breeding areas iorALrstral ian sea ions
Phalas Jtrt  Lachman
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Flora l  t  rappings
lfhile there are many carnivorous plants, the AJbany pitcher plant is one
of a kind.

The tenuous tuar t
What is causing the decline of tuarts? A State Government Taskforce is
working with local comn'runities to find out.
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Regulars
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Bookmarks
Prehistoric Mannak of Australia and New Guinea.
Beneath Busselton Jetry
Silly Baby Magpie!

Feature park
Francois Peron National Park.

Endangered
The pine featherflower.

U rban ant ics
Sea lions.
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