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Francois Peron Nat ional  Park
The rol l ing red sand
dunes and dense acacia
shrub lands  o f  Franco is
Peron National Park
prov ide  four -whee l  -d r ,ve

v is i to rs  w i th  a
r , v i  l d o r n o c q  o v n o r i p n c o

AboveThe Cape Peron cl f fs at sunset.
Above dght from top Woyl es have been
reintroduced to the Peron PeninsLrla, n the
Francois Peron National Park.
Photos JiriLochman
An Aboriginal mia in the Franco s Peron
Visitor Centre.
Far dght Bottlenose dolphlns
Photo - Jiti Lochman
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eclared on 8 January 1993,
Francois Peron National Park
had its tenth anniversary this

year. The park lies 10 kilometres fronr
Denham, in the Shark Bay World
Heritage Area, and is adjacent to the
Shark Bay Marine Park. It covers some
52,500 hectares ofthe Peron Peninsula.

Taste of pastoral life
Francois Peron Nacional Park was

once a pastoral station, and you can visrt

the old homestead to experience how

life was on a remote sheep scation.The

road to the old homestead is accessible

to rwo-wheel-drives for much of thc
year, but you should check road

conditions with the Department of

Conservation and Land Management

office in Denham before your visit.

The old overseer's quarters at the

homestead has been converted into a

visitor centre. A large wall mural at the

visitor centre depicts local indigenous

people, French maritime explorers, early
pastoralists and fishers through to the

conservation managers of today. Two

sections ofthe display show how Project

Eden, a plan to restore nuch of the

nrt ivr f i rurrr to rhc l 'eron l)cn:rrsub, is

changing Francois Pelon National Park.

One depicts the area before it became

a national park, when old bottles, goats

and other feral animals wcre prevalent.

The other shows the native animals

chat are being reintroduced.

Now used to pump water into a

recreational spa, the hot artesian bore
was once essential to che survival ofthe

former Peron Station. The horlestead

artesian bore was dri l led betwecrr

September 1922 and July 1923 and thc

warsr wJt punrped lrorrr ths rerervoir

tank by three windmil ls ro nine

watering points for livestock. Today, as

well as being able to enjoy a dip in the

hot water, visitors can often see the

enrus and other birds that flock to drink

in the overf low from the'hot tub'.  A

nearby grassed area boasts barbecues and

tables and is a great place for a picnic.

Venturing into the wilderness
While you can reach the homestead

by rwo-wheel drive vehicles for much

of the year, you need a four-wheel-



6L :t.toJso NY 1

EOa t ijf6a (So).rt!,Li.irJ!rL LLr'r'iLraO

aoD rallqll u! ocllro luauaFeueuu
pupl pue uolle^rosuoc lsareaN

aLr I ls|] aLll /ol s PrurLru Dlu
slue al Iuprlr llL rq rcsap aqd!/toa9

all pruoctP 0081 ql Et\ DlP L08l
au rf L I IpB I pL S palrs ̂ oLl,l/i Lro rad

sroaLrp r! lsr )0looz rlaua I lLraLr rL a
.rallD raL!plr spM \lrEal aqltu!ureN

r oo6Pl ll B
'Lro od aru3 sells eas lsnl{

LO JPJS lU OISUO aLr r0J
arll lo sllu p rrqlno pLp ppalsaLLoL

aLll qljfo ql s-olrs ̂ saful pE0lsauror
Lrolad aLll LLro r] re I a|r!ru Ei u

p /]!t EM a trlsaJrl tp- olspd arll slle/U

lLtctuPl
qsfq Du||lsrl llurr.ip aaqM rro,r ,qnl
loLl, ro arocl LrE sal E s,Lro-ad u i:Lrl) u

DLr lEl llLr)l.rlrr cl Dr r)l EM op ol ]eql
sa ulcorl 6aq aq eare lelol

I .ld! saal ,i rlLrl uotDtP]o9
( o 1 sa.loLLro L)l 0li pLrP Llol rEu lP:l

(orj sa lauo rlOte LtEqr]ao
Orl -ar a uo ! 0t llt st olaqi

qr-rprvrpd

PFr) \\ .rrp -lo 5-r.rPrro \\ .rirlf Il.\\ .(F-t() )uo

lrJrv );ur.r.)l I plioA\ \ffl )irq\ rqr i)rrr

ot tir\ \r U.il! l.))lirU .r rld 1r:rroulltr rqt ot

[)r .ln]ii irl ol q:rtrPnqr lULr'rf.r l\.ruI)rl\
'to()rrl)lrfq 

l).).rit]q nii]l\r.\\ -roo:)rPouq

rrrplo;- .r1r'io.rslLlcl p.pr:t-l)rr iLIt \r

rPn\ \ir:rad\ lirFo \\ollu uoo\ ,\fltl tfLll
s.rnbrrrq:rl rrro do1.r.r.lp ot irrrnrrrtrro.r

(r l)rrr rl.).rfJs,)i lr()rtrnrt!tro.rJ Jlr)ri()l().).)
-l() ru(rq.1r(! .1(ll Ir .)cl i,r s.)rrrrrrtr() ) rrrP:l

t:r(ir-r.1 -rt rl rvr 11 str'.r jiLrrrrrtrtrrt r rLro.q

r()rtlp.rr(1 pa-r.){ln! i.\rrl fll:ru l)Ln: \!lrllf\\

)ll]q Prflmq rqt r\Fll'untl(!un'Jn.rl.rr

ls.rtl ll.r(ll .l)Ir \il:.r\ r\q tlo nolfl()q llll\
i.nr sirrl(()\ '.r;_rnr.r 

1rr.rr rolsrrl .rrrip -1o .riPi

prlr rrll rro irrrrq ir:g 1.n:11q rtrrls.rll

-riru(rlls ul trr.rr iltrotrrrrror i.lr \)rlLIr

I\\(Iirlll'tlr Prrf isrr.rlir rr.(i] ..r(rr\

;- l\lirlt ilnr I.\\(IiilllLrtlr PUI \JlqItl
'l).1.\oruJ.l rri)Jq J\t]rl \]|r lLt.li] -lo trr,)r

.r.rd l)l t)c plnoif pgf l.rlf-)li)t:.lr Lr.rrq

\lluntir.\ r.\rq si\()j Ir() sll'.r.1-l illl dii)

or rlllq rr.riq sIll i).) .1 r.ui)ruolrl i- t
l: rr.rv JartriiH Pl.l()a\.\L:{l ).[\l\ i(l]

-lo r)ir ).r1.)rrroIr] l:nb\ 0col I lrr(]q

srrrlqr.r pt ' stro:i-s.rr(! !fr III.)l r\()[lr.r

o1 iirrrlrrltl plutlsrpr rr \r ll.r\\ sV

l:ln\ullr.](l rro.ri(l.Jo \t.l[r1 _rirl]o lIlI
)l.rf(l lf tl()l]l:N tl().ri)(l sr().)rrl:.1,1 ()l ljllf i! \\

piurtriiqt 1.rk1 liLrr,rq ol ;-trUditt.-,11tr

sr rrrp3 tr.rlil.; s lr.rnr.rn"f ul:t\ pulrl

l)rrr oorlr.\.lJsrro') -lo torrru-l:dr11 rq1

c1.r 1s prn: lr:oii lrtlqLl sr q:]ns \lrtlrrr['

i_trrzr:.rii p:rrnpoerrr rrro.q rrouu.-.lrrro.r

Puf stf.) l) f \i)\(! Pr:)Lrfoitur
.(rl Lrourprrcl-lo .rslr.rr!l .ilr;lirl \r \rl-1.

rrlr.aslrV-lo st.rr l pur: trro.q pr.rt.T dclt:srp

J.\rLI SJrrrd\ -l() .l.rqtrn1rr .]nlll r:
'\l)r rl\l i.lr)q\l]o \.\ufl l.mrls rr() .r.\r \_l|r\

\ll:rorourrr P.rritril_rLIt Iu.rJ,\.1\ JIrla\

uepf Fu!rolsau

's!lltrottr .lJltrltllr\ Jql tll loLl \lJtrl.r.rl\r

rq rru.) r.r.trr t u.t.rrlttt.rf (srrrrlr:)

s.r.r.riirP) s111 PIttl iql tll st .rtnlt:-trr{rrt:rl

rLIt Irrr ts.rtqSrl .ilNrrtr.r:i .r-n: sprrrrr
trrLI\\ '.rrqotr() 

|rn' IrldV tr:,.-,rrt:,.1
sr lrd rlll ll\r\ ol rttlll t\iq iq1

'rroc,ill S!fl puf tLI;^11 plf.r)l I:(f
rpto11 rrr.roiir.r,l tr (srnlr1.n:r1 rL:;i_ prrLr

\l.rlrot) siplll.)l:t $.1 rltr rr sr'.II lirrrclrrn:.r

q\nq ir-rLr r.rillf y.n'd .rql ru .u'lnclod .Trl

i-rrrrrnnrrrs pLn: iirrrrlsq qrriq n_nr)lr\\
';_ur \r.rp-l:').r!l \ .rrrr1 iiLrrdrtru:r t1snJl

\irl.rr'.r(l s.rrir' l1t -;o .irtt tLr tro ptrno-1

rrl rrrr \llirlslir:iil flo pur \)SSI rl

iqt ur s-lil-rrird \q prsrl slr\\ r:rllr .rt,r

ir:11 prn:1Lrr .\\()lluq\ r lu.r(I ot strtrl irlr

.)rlt prPf \( \fll fr\ rrll nooir-l:l

arfl lu \t: tl.)ns \il-)fl11 Jitl{)s lll -\l()oLl

.))rl rql rro prtrsodrp sr: rr Lrrnsrl.ii

p1r1r'rrr1:irr1 (l-rnLlr .)i.]\\ \li.\il l:is lrirl.\\

si)ul rlrrll's f.rI-r()lPtllrl i.ri.\\ \fPt,r.ltq

tsolLsrt)l.r. q \u rr \\orrl \urd url.)

rrrn:d,(;_ rpr,rr pls,rrels rrttrr sr tlrrstrrtr.rcl

rqt .lo l\i.r .'qt prrr: 1.rr,1 iql r-)r't-ri\
.)(lt rllr.\||.)'l l.rrl- ,.r (l :lUrl,rl;' .\r.l

r'lrllrrrr r;_.rt1 pur,ur r(l :jtllrr'l.lll\ \.rllinl

pnq.rriiiol prrr: or.r-ri itnpl.l1 sSrroSnp
'lirrr(r1d rrrrrldrrp .r,rorr:rIro11 r:rr ir:rrr

s.lolr\1.\'uo,ri(l i(ir') -l() sllrl.) .rql ltlo-rl

\rrlrurq itrLI\\ frnr iJrr \\ .rnlrl SLIF l)rr

-J() StStrulr().) .)ulrt url) \tl rltl\\ -.) llt\u()l

rlrra-)\ s t1_lltl iqt llsr.\ ol lalqf]lrrstrn Jrf

\..\r.lP Ii]rq \\ -lr1(I JIrf.rLril-r \\()l) i,\r-rP

trEEE
urequac

lll lcNVU1Nl

EE

D!|DM
/nn n J Lrals

asno!lLp I

Ea,'r !E^'r,!l
l]] ! lu du!:)

D! rl)!rr? rlJ!aE
D!rts I rt.P.g

sPp rrLS
,\ ro cMll

cNl9lt

!l'l

fl
E
E
EIj

ts
IJ
M
V)
q

!:-

adef,

3Cta0

E'l/

qlnosgEg
sauo6a,e Sl

E'M
a

UWuadEf,

bo{m:

lriif,r '-\/ii t'l'i 'lfg .ti,l't'r i S



48

55

Flora l  t  rappings
lfhile there are many carnivorous plants, the AJbany pitcher plant is one
of a kind.

The tenuous tuar t
What is causing the decline of tuarts? A State Government Taskforce is
working with local comn'runities to find out.
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Regulars
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Bookmarks
Prehistoric Mannak of Australia and New Guinea.
Beneath Busselton Jetry
Silly Baby Magpie!

Feature park
Francois Peron National Park.

Endangered
The pine featherflower.

U rban ant ics
Sea lions.
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