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i lc l  co.rsr.r l  scc'rrclv. r l tggccl

r lr lni te pelks :rnd srvcePins

helthl lncls clt l r ;rcter- isc (hpc Le ( ir ;rncl

N:rt ior.t l  l )erk, l  pi lk of. l lound 32,01)()

hccrucs lbour 30 ki lornetres sottth clst

of Espcrlncc'.

The' French rvere rnrolg thc first

Europerl)s to cxplorc t lr is coltst, l r  r ivi trg

ir) l )ccenttrcr 1792. Arr el ipccl i t iolr,

uncle'r the courtn:rnd oiAclmir. l l  Bmny

l)'Entr!'castciru\, bad slilecl c;rst llottg

lhc rvcstcrlr soutlr coast of rvhat rvls

knorvl ns'Nerv Holhrtcl ' .  I)cspitc a

bricf ro explorc rhc hrrd fbr its u'rrer

su1'rply :rncl .tgriculturll potencill, and ro

repor-t orr its locll ilrh:rbitlnts, rhe slilors

did not venture :rshore ttnt i l  they

relched rvhlt is norv Espemuce, where

they spcnr l lbv clays.

aC.F Le Gra.d N.tlonal Park

Horvever, the Frcnch rvcrc fhr frottt

inrprcssecl by rvhlr thcy slrv. The

expccl i t ion\ rtaturel ist,  Labi l l l rcl icrc,

noted thrt:

'drc interior country Nus 'ntersPcrsccl

* i th srndv dolns * 'bich hrd drc

:rirpc,rrrrrcc of grcrt stcriliqr.

The colours encl fbnrs of the

sandpll i rr  helt lrs prolrr iscd Do

lgricultrrrll prcspccts to Eur<rpeitl eycs

irccustolncd co bright greel ls. l3ut the

rvildllorvers delightccl the nltur;rlist,

. r l J  r  r u r ) {  I ub i l l : r r . l i . r e \  d i scovc r i c '

vrs creePillla b:rnksia (B,rrilsin n7x'rtr'),

rvhose ground hrtgging florvers rely ort

pol l ineriotr by mlnrntl ls such as thc

holley possunr.

The Frcnch rurrrcs ofrnl ly fcl tures

l le r le*tcy ftoln this periocl of

explor rt ion. Llbi l l rrdiete dcscribcci the

cvcrlts that lecl to the Iullriltg of the

southcr n crPe:

'L'li1/trr,r' l'rs drn'irtg ro\rrds tbe hnd

so r.rpidlv dr.rt  shc'tvrs on tht point of

being *r:rnded whcn Cirizcn Lc Cr.rrrd

rvc'nt to th. 'r)rrsthcrct ir)  thc vcry

nridst of rhc tcnrpesr rnd r l tnosr

iurnrecl ir tclv cxrlc (toNn. txplxining

s i$ crr thLrs iun thr t  drc sbip rvrs otr t  of

.hngcr l  Hc thcn poir tcc l  oLrt  thc

.rnchor i r rg phcc . .  This d iscovcry srvcd

I 'ot l r  thc ships l I . ' r l1 / ,z , t t  rnd La

nf,/xtl,rj wc grvc l$c c,rPcl . thc

nru,c ofCi t izcn Lc ( l r rnd.

Flinders
The rrext  nrar iner of  notc to l r r ive

wrs Enl l l ishnrrn Crptain Matthew

Fl inders i r r  1802. He was dctcrmi ied

to trevel through thc islencls, rvhich

l) 'Entrccastc i lux h ld n l tncd the

Archipelago of  rhc l \echerchc,  but

ski r tcd i t  1792. However,  he

cncoLriltered r fairly severc sunlnlcr

storr l .  With,  ; rccorc l i t tg to Fl indcrs:

uo t , \ \ f . . I  ot  . l rc l rcr  Lrrn l r -  r r rv u l  t l r t

r ' t . I r J : .  I  r . r r I r J  r r y s c l t  r r r r ' l c r  t l r ,

r r . i * r t y , ' i  . r , l o p , i , , S  l r ' r , ' , , . i , ' , , \

sc ' rcrr* l  J i rc,  t ly  hr torc

r b .  * r r r d  r i r  r h .  r r ' ' i r '  , , ' " r .  r v l , < r  t h .

rpperr .urcc of  rcruc bcrches bchind

otbcr ishnds. grvc r bopc of finilin:.

. r r r i l r r r  rgr  At  r r rn i r r  t l r r  (v . r r i r ,F \ ! (

cutcrcd.r smll srndy b;r;l. rntt tintiing it

sbeltcrcd evcrvrvbcrc .xcclrt f-ronr soudr

* r q  t h c  r r . h u r  s , n  J n , p p c , i .  T l r r

cr i t icr l  c i rcurusoncc undcr which ih is

pl ' ,  '  r r . . '  Jr ' . , 'vc,r . l  r r , l t r . rJ  l r r  r .  { ivc

it tbc nrnr. of Lucky lhy-'

L ikc l ) 'Err t reclste lux,  Fl i t tc lers rvas

unirnprcssed . ,v i th the lppelrence of

the larrd,  rhough astorr ishcd i l  the

varicty of wildllorvers:

'Thr vcgctr t i ( ' r  i r rc lccd consistcd of  rn

. ' l ' r r r d . ' r ' r  r . ' n c q  , ' l  \ h , , r l ' \  . , r J  $ , ) '

phnts rnd yicldcd r dclighrrirl h.rrvcst to

drc bot.uists, but to thc hcrclsnr:rn ancl

ctr)tiv.rtor pronriscd rrorbing, not I bl.rtte

of gnss. nor .i sclorrc yrrcl of soil fiot:

rvbich thc sc'ed dclivcrcd to it couki be

cxpertcd brck,rvrs perccir,.rblc to thc cye

in its coursc ovcr drcsc .rricl pl.rins.'

Prcviaus page
MainTh st e Cove in Cape Le Grand
Na t l ona l  Pa rk
Photo Col Rabe slLachman Ttansparencies
Insets from top L Ltstfat ons of Capta n
Ma t thew  FL  nde rs  and  Admi ra l  B  L rny
D Eftrecasteaux

Above left  Captain Matthew F lnders
lnage lr'litchell Libtary, S|ate Libraty ol NSW

Left Deta oJ la Reche/che and
L'Espdrarce. taken ffonr a paint ng by
Fr6d6ric RoLrx. now rr the Musee de La
Mar ine .  Pa r ' i s
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fetching 15 shillings at King Ceorge
Sound and lrlore thJn two pounds in
London. However, by the 1840s,
Western Australia'.s first industry had
collapsed with the decimation of the
seal populations. Today, though, both
Australian sea lions and New Zealand
fur seals are occasionally seen rcsting
on the shores of these bays.

Like sealers, whalers were anong
che first non-Aboriginal people to
benefit fronr the 'discovery' of this
coistl ine. As the nxme implies, the
preferred target, in the days of open-

boat whaling with hand barpoons, was
thc  so l r rhern  r ighc  whr le .  Th i r  i s
because it was slow swimming, floated
when dead and yielded large amounts
of valuable products, particularly oil
for illumination and lubrication, and
baleen (horny plates that hang from the
whalet upper jaw, used to filter food).
Fortunately, rhese whales have now
increased in nurubers fronr near
extinction in the late 1800s and, rn
winter and spring, right whales are
frequently sighted along this coastline
when females come close to shore to

give birth. A v-shaped bloq the lack of
a dorsal f in and squarish fl ippers
distinguish the right whale fronr
others.These mammals also have horny
light-coloured growths called
callosities aror.rnd cheir heads, and the
pattern of these is unique to each
aninal.

Eyre overland
ln 1841, while attempting to

become the 6rst European to cross Fon'l
South Australia to Albany by land,
Edward John Eyre and his Aboriginal
guideWylie approached Cape Le Grand
ftom the east. Exhausted and suffering
from the rigours of crossing the
Nullarbor, they were heading forThisde
Cove where Flinders had previously
recorded fresh water and where Eyre
hoped to 6nd food:

'we conrmenced our journcy wi thou-

brcakfast .  Being nearThisde Cove. where

I  intended ro h.r l t  somr r inrc . . .  I  was

Above Looking over granlte tors and Thlst e
Lake to Frenchrnans Peak.
Phota Brctt DennislLochman
Transpatencies

Left Southern r ight whale
Photo - Steve Sadlel
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Flora l  t  rappings
lfhile there are many carnivorous plants, the AJbany pitcher plant is one
of a kind.

The tenuous tuar t
What is causing the decline of tuarts? A State Government Taskforce is
working with local comn'runities to find out.
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Bookmarks
Prehistoric Mannak of Australia and New Guinea.
Beneath Busselton Jetry
Silly Baby Magpie!
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Francois Peron National Park.

Endangered
The pine featherflower.
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Sea lions.
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