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he Pilbara rcgion covers morc
than 563,951 square kilometres of

Western Australia's north-west, from
the 'beach to the bo!der'. An area
nearly two-and-a-half times that of the
State of Victoria, it is grand in both
size and variery Pristine islands, shell
beaches, hidden deserts and ancient
seabeds are all part of this unique
landscape. A closer look reveals WAt
highest peaks, deepest gorges and
oldest rock formations. [n a playground
of this magnitude, there is no waiting
in Iine.There are endless opportunities
for those who don't rnind going out
and getting dirty to embark upon a
journey of discovery in this final
frontier.

Distances from Perth to the Pilbara
region and between is parla are geat, and
this can lirnit the amount of time
visitors have available to spend in each
park. With this in mind, there is a
variety of trails that will help you

experience the best of each park-
some of the best walking and, in some
places, scrambling in the Pilbara.While
many ofthe trails are suited to a range
of experience and fitness levels, the
more adventurous walks pose
significant risks and must not be
undertaken lighdy.

Take the high toad
There are several walktrails for

those who like to be on top of things.
The Badjirrajirra Tiail is a loop that
traverses the top of Cape Range
National Park, negotiates the rugged
limestone, passes spectacular canyons
and offers breathtaking views east to
Exmouth Gulf and west to the narrow
coastal plain, sand dunes and beaches
that form part of the world-class
Ningaloo Marine Park.The trail begrns
and ends at the Thomas Carter
Lookout, which-at 311 metres above
sea level-is one of the highest points

on the cape. Thomas Carter was a
natural historian and collector of bird
specimans who lived for a while at
nearby Point Cloates. He is most
hmous for collecting the rt?e speciman
of the spinifexbird (Eremiouis cater).

Limestone sinkholes are e
predominant Gature of this cratered
landscape, providing a window into the
cave network that worms its way
beneath the nnges.To avoid a fall, stay
on the formed trail,which takes you up
and down the ranges, and passes
through dry creek beds carved by
torrential rain and flooding. The
climate is much drier now but sumrner
rainfall continues the weathering
process, undercutting hard layers and
eventually causing large blocks of
material to break olfand tumble to the
bottom of the gorges. There is
no permanent water in the Cape
Range gorges and medium to long-
range walks through the area are
recommended for the cooler months
ofthe year.

Dodging camels is not something
yor.r'll have to do along the Chichester
Range Camel Trail, but spare a thought
for the animals and people that made
and negotiated these tracks.The camel
trail in Millstream-Chichester National
Park was the transport route used by
camel and bullock teams to carry
goods ftom the port at Cossack to the
inland Pilbara and to export the wool
clip back out. They would carry up to
nine tonnes ofsupplies.The Chichester
Range escarpment was so steep that a
blacksmith's shop was set up
permanently at the foot of the range
near Pythoo Pool. Here, the smithy
repaired wheels and brakes that had
come apart on the 'big hill'.
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rhc l) i lbi tr . l  rcqionls n:rt iort l l  prtks

l l u : l t t n l k . .  i t r  r l "  I ' i l l ' , r t  r r i l l  i r t r i t ,

rhosc l i th iur rdvcntLrroLl\  spir i !  to

co rnc  l n r l  c r lTc r i cnce  t hc  l ) i l b r r : r
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A b o v e  B  . . l  i . , r t L . t l

P h a l a  J i  L  L o t  i t n i i n

Judymae Napier has worked in ihe
Pjlbara region Jor 23 years, init ialiy
as a horticulturist with the Forests
Department, and now as the
lnformation Ofiicer for the
Department ot Conservation and
Land Management. She lives in
Karratha and can be contacfed on
(08) 91431488 or by email
0udymaen@calm.wa.gov,au).

David Whitelaw is the Parks and
Visitor Services Leader for the
Pilbara region, He has been with the
Department of Conservalion and
Land Management {or seven years,
working from the Karratha office for
the past two years. He can be
contacied on (08) 9143 1488 or by
email (davidw@calm.wa.gov.au).

Bushwalk in the Pilbara, a new book
to be publjshed by the Departmen't
of Conservation and Land
lvlanagement, will be available later
this year at a cost of $16,45.
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Flora l  t  rappings
lfhile there are many carnivorous plants, the AJbany pitcher plant is one
of a kind.

The tenuous tuar t
What is causing the decline of tuarts? A State Government Taskforce is
working with local comn'runities to find out.
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Bookmarks
Prehistoric Mannak of Australia and New Guinea.
Beneath Busselton Jetry
Silly Baby Magpie!

Feature park
Francois Peron National Park.
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The pine featherflower.
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Sea lions.
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