


large number of wetlands within
the Perth metropolitan area have

been destroyed or significandy altered
by clearing or landfill. In fact,97 per
cent of the Swan Coastal Plain has
been cleared for agriculture or
housing. As a result, many of the plant
communities associated with these
wetlands have become rare or evcn
extinct. Nevertheless, some plant
communities still occur in a small, 19-
hectare remnant near Brixton Screet in
the Perth suburb ofKenwick.

The Brixton Street wetlands lie 20
kilometres south-east of Perth near thc
base of the Darling Scarp. This small
rernnant forms part of the Greater
Brixton Street Bushland, which
contains around 127 hectares of
vegetation. The reserve occurs on the
winter-wet flats of the Guildford clays.

Brixton Street wetlands support a
very rich flora, with more than 300
differenr species of plants. This is
equivalent to more than 20 per cent of
Perth's flora in only 0.005 per cent of
the area. The wedands also contarn
some rare plant comrnunities known as
threatened ecological communities.
some of which were featured in the
article,'Threatened plant comrnunitres
of the Swan Coastal Plain' (see
LANDSCOPE, Spring 1996). They
include rich herblands that cover the
winter-wet claypans; herb-rich
shrublands on clay flats: and marri
woodlands on the higher ground where

the soil is well drained. The wetlands
also provide habitat for numerous birds,
mammals, frogs and reptiles.

Saving the wetlands
In 1992, The Friends of Brixton

Street Wetlands was formed. They
persistently lobbied government
agencies to recognise the significance
of the wetlands. As a result, the
wetlands were saved from the effects of
development. The group consisted of
mernbers from the Waterbird
Conservation Gloup, the Wildflower
Sociery and concerned members ofthe
community. Later, a management
committee, represented by the Friends,
the Wildflower Society, the
Departrnent of Conservation and Land
Management and the City of Cosnells,
was formed to take on the active
management of the wetlands, and

continues to meet about twice a year
to discuss management issues.

The Friends have put coundess
volunteer hours into managing the
wedands and providing information to
the public. Working with the
department's Swan Coastal District, the
group has erected fences and signs,
planted seedlings, removed rubbish and
begun a program ofweed control, all of
which was made possible through
numerous grants (such as National
Heritage Trust grants) obtained by the
group. The Friends group also
coordinates regular guided walks and
'working bees' in the wetlands, and
conducts displays in shopping centres,
schools and libraries.

The Deparmrent of Conserlation
and Land Managernent is co mitted to
ensuring that the consenation values of
the Brixton Street wetlands are
maintained. ln recent tirnes, staff from
the department's Swan Coastal District
and the Western Australian Threatened
Species and Communities Unit

|il/ATSCLD have assisted in managing
the wetland by providing land planning
advice and some operational oreasures
such as fencing and firebreaks. Recently,
staff from the district, in conjunction
with the Friends group, built a lookout
so that the public could view the
nun-rerous species of plans and aninals
that inhabit the site without impacting
on the busl and. A Fire Management
Strategy for the site was also developed

Prcvious page
TopThe del icate f lowers of early Nancy
(Wumbea diaica).
Phato Greg Keighery
Centre Vo unteers exarnine ihe weed
watsonia in the Brixton Street wetlands.
Phato - Kate Brown
Bottom The viewing platf  orm.
Phato JiriLochman
lrcetThe str iking blue t insel l i ly
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Photo - Matie Lachman

Abov6 The threatened plant Keighery's
eleocharls (E/eocharls keigheryi) grows in
the wetland.

kft Looking across Brixton Street wetlands.
Photos Greg Keighety

46 LANDsco?E



lt:t,to.)soNV r

.)If(u ()1 .)lqf,).rr \.r.).)lrrnl(r.\ rfql
r,rirrL rl.r r.rrtrsorl ,rrlt-l() l)rrr ltr.)ttrtr(lrr \tr.)

.)r{t rr4 t.roddns itrLrrtrtnLro r -1.,
ildluf\.r ftrn | \l l.ro\\ rrJllf -f.r_rf i)fp
()l I { l J r r I I r r r r r l r o .r iruf ) l() \\ \\rl,l lll .rlJlll

r()-l p.iI'lrrlr rit l( )r ,)q ol .r-ru Ttrrll.r \

l,).)ir\ rror\l-rfl -l() \f(1,)l l l .)ll I
.rlclrrvrd

-r.rrrrrrlrr.lno.r;- \p urr.r:l irlt tsr\sr

l)rrr s-r.rflo(1.)ll ls .)rll llll \\ \iitluir.)rrr

r]lr]l[)l] ()l .rnuuuo.r llr\\ lu.rt(a urd.rp

rql i.)\.r\\oH \ rrPl()llr\jt]]\ \.t.)-rf.)qr Ilf

-l() \lrIql\trod\ir irtP \(rrftlr.l-l \)(lfllr\\
iqt -l() l Jr .)itrrrLlr ()\ ' ()l\slltrltro )

tr()ul:\.rJ\Uo') iqt rrr fit\r\ l.).\ l(J{l

.r_llr \Plrfl],) \\ l.).).rt\ rrot\r.rfl i(ll

Pufrl \q l)r\()ttl.).r r.r.)\\ \Lrirrl

prql t\ll) n rrr \f.rr\\ -lo suor]rrludocl

f.rrl losr llrrurs f(lf \lfrlttl.)qr qll \\

lli\t]id\ i.rJ\\ \pi.)\\-]() :u()erl\.1trl J\tr.)f
'1.),)li rl \rrF rrprrn lo.l]uo.) l).1r\ .()l

su()qfl)(rJtllulo.)J.r ]u.)trri]irrlrru i)fLlr

l\t t .,rl. | ' , | ) | . | . I | , , t I | . , ' l,'ttr'.l.,1.':,r..

L1snc1 r iln l.\ '\lil\\ rsr(ll -l() ,)ttr()\

irnl1o.uLro.r -l() \l)otltrltr rro rl:riLr.)s.r-r

l.)nl)rro.r ol rrn.riold prprrnl -1_111.1
',llr.]\-,i,ilrll r )ool.rJpun luir t-rrli.f

.rtp ptrr \l)tr,rr rC rLll rPI \\ rlourtlnltlo-) trr
').l{)\\lrN uoDrv \|ttA\ lfl(rr(tltl()il \tr:l

rrll Prlltlrrl .r.ru lrorrfrlrr\ ftrl'll.r\ l: (ll

\tirrld r.\rlru irr()tttl i1rso1.r rrtlrF q.trqrr
'spi.r \ .\irll ilrlll{).rltror r(! \tr()rr(1( )

lrlJ).rl./ Prrf 1,211,i]r,11 itrtLtt,r( rI rlrnr
'\l]ir\\ \noqlrr(l Lrr()rl r r() Q u,)rl trlo.r [)rrf

tr()l\f\ur \r \)rrqlir\\ l.r.r_us lr()l\rl{l Jtll

-l() \.rrlr(lnttrtllor rrrLld .rtp ot ptnr L urg

i\llLru irlt o1 lrrrrLp rohrrr .r.rqlotry

spael

\)(r,rJ
uoDf \r,)\u() ) |tl1'ltra\ PUr (fFlN)

t\r1-[ .];_ft.rrFl llrnlfN rqt \r LI.)r1\

r,r.r.rnos ir1 p.rpr rrld rr.rrrl srrll i(rll)lln-J

sarlr llltlLlloJ ()l \luJ-lql i.)l1Pr.l ()l

llJpirirr \U()u-)r tu.ijilrt \()tll rtll .)trrpn()

srrL1,.l .rr,.r1 1 
-lrr.rrrLriir:rn:rrr ilnln-l .lrtrll

rprni d1..q or rltrr rrrr rrrrror 1r.rrio1o:r,r

l)rurlf.r r(ll .r()-l \uIl(l \ lr ()r.))l

rLll lJtrr I rJird.r rd o\ll trr.rLrrl]rdrll
"ll l"||l,l.r'(l .,rlr I, r.rr.,.r., r':....

l\.rq .)qt ilo(u()-r(l lrrlt sl)()!llrttl

l().olro.)-r.rq ir_ul\n l)uf i.rrrrnb..q r.rq

ii_urll().rtrro.) rljinorrp .)r\ r(lt -l() \.)nlr.\
()rtr \ lJ\tr() ) qirll .rtlt trrt!trrrtlr !1lr(l

()t \tl r: rrfld \lfl I \.rrl)l()ri.)]rt\ ruu\.rl.r.r

llf tllr \\ tr(rrrfrln\tr().) ('r 'n 
)\ I vlA \il

rrrrrirrLr(_i 1r: rr,il 'r,r|'!r

rr lrL i rr: | , .. !r,r ir rq ,

r:r ! t|rli I1,, .. ,rr S lqttu

. l/.
i,rr l/,lrt tsLr 1,.:

,.lru.:l tLri r rr,i ri r,,1,!
I

i1rlir..rL,.., llr, rr lr),r'.rl
rrll l:rr': ,l: I Ilr' ir )r rlL

rr:r ? r Lrr' r,! al l rls r ,l E e^oqv



48

55

Flora l  t  rappings
lfhile there are many carnivorous plants, the AJbany pitcher plant is one
of a kind.

The tenuous tuar t
What is causing the decline of tuarts? A State Government Taskforce is
working with local comn'runities to find out.
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Bookmarks
Prehistoric Mannak of Australia and New Guinea.
Beneath Busselton Jetry
Silly Baby Magpie!

Feature park
Francois Peron National Park.

Endangered
The pine featherflower.

U rban ant ics
Sea lions.
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