




\ I / estern Australia is blessed with

!! " lottg "ttd "aried coastline and

an abundancc of marine life, fron

majestic whale sharks to tiny corals'

The mainland coast of Western Australia

is about 13,500 kilorrrerres long and

there are 12.6 rdllion hectares ofwaters

r:nder State nanagement (compared

with one million in New South Wales)'

The State also has a multitude ofislands

(there are 3,424 features above the high

water mark on 1:100,000 maPs)'

Our marine areas are also significant

in a global context Western Australia

is r.garded as one of the world's

biodiversity hotspots for coral reefs'

A recent study placed our west coast

second &ehind southernjapan) rn terms

of its numbers of endemic species (the

Gulf of Guinea, the Great Barrier Reef

and the Hawaiian lslands were ranked

third, fourth and fifth respectively)'

Apart from the rcnote oceanic isllnds

.,i Lord Howe Island, St Helena and

che Easter Ishnds. Western Au'trali l \

coastal waters were also considered to

be the most 'pristine' in the world'

The Western Australian coast boasts

a big area of biogeographic overlap,

betlueen the tropical north (north of

North West CaPe) and the tcnPerate

south (east of Cape Leeuwin), where

cropical and tenrPerate speciet coexisr '
.l.he 

Indian Ocean is also the onlY

ocean in the world that has an eastern

boundary current (the Leeuwln

Culrent) that transports warm waters

from the equator to the southern coast

of a continent. Hence, the Abrolhos

Islands, off or.1r central west coast' have

extensive coral reefs at a latitude well

or.rtside the tropics-an astounding but

fortunate anolnalY

Why have marine Parks?
It is well established that it is vital

lo preserve otttstanding exanlples of

landscapes-together with thel l

represenLative plants rrtd tninlals- in

our terrestrial areas, that is, in our

national parks and nature reserves lt is

also well docunlented that these parks

provide ntajot econonric spin-offs by

attracting visitors. People are now

becouring increasingly aware that it is

just as vital to Protect such areas in the

ocean-in marine parks and reserves'

Maritinre recreation and tourism are

very ilnportant in this State The dive

,o.,, irrJrtrr.y and recreational fishing

both play inportant toles in regronal

and local economies. There rs great

potential for increased lnarine tourtsrn

and .ecr.ation along the WA coast, but

increased use of our natural resources

will require increased protection and

nanagemeni. And, of course, manY

Alrove Pink anemonefish at Ningaloo

Marine Park
Phota Ann Slatt ie

Left Marine park rangers make regular

co r tac [  , ^ /  I r  bod  J i e ' sando l f e r  - a r rnp

oark L.tsers.
Phola CALIV Marine Cansetvalion Btanch

Prcviaus Page
Main Since the declarat ion of Nlngaloo

Marine Park in 1987, passive actlvi t ies

such as snorkelLing with whaJe sharks nave

become more PoPular
Photo - Alex SteffeILochman Iranspatenctes

lnsets from left Scuba diver at Rottnest

lsland Reserve
Phola - Peter and lv4argy NicholaslLochman

hansDarencies
The Department of Conservation and Land

Management conducts re0ular scienti tLc

rnon toring of areas in marlne reserves

Phato - Eva BoagaardlCALM

L€ft Fishing is perrnit ted in appropriate

zones within marlne resefves'
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String of Peatls

To compy w i th  anc l  meet  the  ob  iga t lons  n  na t iona l  and in te rna i iona l

agreements and conveniions' a National Repl-esentative System of l\y'arrne

Pfotected Areas is being developed by the Commonwealth and all oi the

Australian States ancl the N ort hern Tefrltory. Ceni ra to t his work-and simllar to

tha t  undefp innng the  te r res i f iaL  reserve  sys tem-s  t l ' l e  idea  o l  a

COIVIPREHENSIVE' ADEQUATE and REPRESENTATIVE (CAR) feserv-" svstem'

A COMPREHENSLVE mar ne conservatlon reserve system s one ln which a

major bioreg ons l ' lave mafine resefves wlthin ihem ln WA, 18 maiof biofeg ons

have been identif ed (see map) and ihe CAR system w I eventLrally cons si ol a

network ot marine feserves throughout the Siate ADEQUATE tefers to the

number, size, configuration and leve of protect on of the reserves within a

bloregion-a few vet-y smaLL reserves afe noi trLl y sustainable n the Iong term'

especially n the ocean where currents and other condit ons create a l ' l  gh degfee

of connectlvity beiween d ffereni afeas The reserves also need to be

REPRESENTATIVE of the ecosystems wiihin the biofeg ons Thls means tlrat all

species of plants and anin-rals found n Western Austra an waters wl be

represented somewl'lefe n our mar ne feserve system'

When the system is compleie WA's maf ne reserve system w I be ke a'str ng

of pear s' aror,rnd ouf coast, w th our mal ne jewe s pfotected in marlne pafks

and maflne natufe reserves

Interim Marine and Coastal Regionalisation for Austral ia ( l l \4cRA)
Bonaparte
Gulf

KimberLey

u r , l ( r \ \  r l ( l  \ \ , ' l  \ l ( r '  , ' l  M t l  l ) l i , ' l l

srrch ls bclLrt i t i r l  [ ]ovi l i rbort I{ccf-.

uhiclr l ics lLrst 75 Irtclr_cs t lonl thc sc.r

r r r l l  o i  H i l l : r l v s  l l o r t  H . r l bo t r r .  A l so  r r t

l )cr.t l t .  but of :r lr  cnt ir-clr.  . ] i f_icrcnt

nltrrrc. is t l rc S\\ lrr  E\rurr-\ '  Mlr i l )c

l) .rrk. r lhich l :rs dccl.rrct l  )rrgclv trr

pr-o[cct t l ]c h:rbit : l t  of i l ) tcl  l l r t lol l .r l l \

pr-otcctcd trr ir t t l tot r birt l  sl tccics

Slr lrk lJrrr M:rr irrc l) : l rk-rt t t

i rrpo:trI l t  purt oi thc W<rrl . l  I ler i t .rgc

Alcl bo:r: ts rhc rtol l t l \  hrqcsr

rrtcldo\s of \cx! l l i ls\ .  x lx) lul l l t lol l  () t

n ro rc  l h l t r  l ( 1 . ( l ( l o  d t l i l o r l g \ .  l i l r gc

nLrr- ir t t '  ctclrt t t tcs sttcl t  : ts r l l l rr- ir le trr l t lcs.

l r r r r r r l ' 1 , . ' , 1  . ' r r . l  l i l l ,  I  r ' 1 , , 1  * .  r r , . l  "

, . , L r . , ,  r l r c  L r r r r " r r '  h , r r l ,  r r ' , *  , 1 , , 1 1 ' l r i r r '

oi  Morkcv Mi.t .  Ncrr lbv Hlrrtcl irr  l ) trol

M:rr inc N.rtrrrc l lcsctvc prrtccts derlsc

IoPrrl .r t ions oi trut- i trc \ trorl) i l t () l l lcs.

.rnrlzirrg srrt tcttrres brr i l t  bv org.tr l isnls

too sru.r l l  f i r l  thc lr trnrr lrr c\c k) \cc rr

r() l lnronit l  i i rurrr l  i rr  ort lr  () l lc ot l lcr

plrcc irr rhc uorlel (rcc 1- l \ l )S(l()Pi:
'Sh ,uk  LJ .n  E t l i r i o r t .S t rn r r t t c r  l ( ) { ) l  ( ) l )

I-hc r lr lce rcct pl. t t f i rr-rrrs of the

l{orr lcr Shorl:  Mll i rre I) lrk .urd rhc

Mcr  r l l i . l  I l c c t_  Mr l l i r r c  N l t i o r l . t l

Nrturc l{c:cr 'rc rrrc t_rlr lcd t i l  t l leir

, l n r , * r  r , r r r , , L r ,  l t . , l  . . ' r . r l  j . r f ( l ! r r . .  t i . . r r l

cl .rnrs rrr l  othcr- r l tcl l t i rh..rrr. l  L lgc irn. l

p l c r r t i t i r l  r ec f  t  h  Aboo t  16 ( l

l i lonrcncs rrc:t  oi l i -oorlrc. t l le sl lo. l ls

r- ise uLro:t vclt i .r l lv f iorr l  . lcPtl l r  of

l - 11 ) t ( )  5 l l l ) n te t r c r  
_ l  

l t c t  r t t c  t o r l s i . l c l cd

!() bc ! lrc Irr()st fcl ica! c\. l l l l l lc\  ol

shclf  cr lgc pl l t i i rr  rrr lcet i  l rr  ALrstr.r l i rn

\ lr tcrr.  l rrrt l  ot} i ' r  slr t l lc oi thc r l tort

\pcctl lctr l .r l  t tr tr lctrr l t ter rccrrelr '  t i rrr l l r l

r l r \ \ \ ' h c r c  i r l  A r r s t r . l l i : r  
'W l l c t l  

r o t t

. . r 1 . t J ( . f  l l t r t  1 1 , , . r  , , , r  ' l  r i c _ ,

t l l l ' r r r l  , r t t  t ' r .  r ' . ' , r l ' l  r r .  l ' , r r r ' :

\ ' \ r r i  l \  . l r . - r . , , l r . l  i r r  l r L r r l r ' r r r  " ,  t i r  i t i r ' '

thc l{orl ls Sholls [rcclusc of thcir '

i soh t i on  I r o r i dc  o r t e  o l  t l l c  hcs t

ch:rnccs to plcrclr c .r  pr- ist ir tc corlr l  rcef

rvsterrt  ,r t l  rr  l tcrc irr  t ] tc r lrr l l l .

l -he Iulr irc l i tc rrrtr i  brclt l t t i rking

r r r t . l cn r l t ! e r  \ ac l l c r v  o f  ! l l c  I l o l t l r ! s t

lslurrd l{cscr 'vc. ult ich is rt l . t t l r tgcrl  bv

thc  I { o t t r r cs t  l r l l r r t l  AL r tho r i t r ' .  r s

1 ' r ,  r ' , t . . l  I ' r  ' 1 ' , , 1 ' 1  l ' : r ' l  r r r " r r

A
N oceanic

Shoals

North
West Shelf Canning Bonaparte
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King
Sou nd
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(offshore)

Eighty t\,4ile
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Ningaloo

Zuytdorp Shark Bay

Abrolhos lslands

CentralWest Coast

Naturaliste I

Left  Hnf  r , '  r  P [1.1 r ,  f t . r l r ]  'P i lF , .

( .  , L n . \  r r  i  r . L '  .  r r r r L  r l F \  i

' f i t  r .  s l r  r r r . L t  i  -  ' r l l r  , ' r  '  I

i ) t t ) t t i  M ; ! t  '  L t )  ) t 1 t : t t l
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A number  o f  mar i ne  Pa rks  aLong

oLrf coast are adiacent to nat ona

pa rks  o r  o the f  conse [va t  o r ]

reserves on the nra n ancl of slancls

and, t l rerelore, can be manageo as

a  s i ng le  i n teg fa ted  u r r i t .  N inga  oo

l\,4ar ne Park ancl ihe adlacent CaPe

RaneJe National Park are a verY

good  exampe  o f  l r ow  te r res t ra l

ancl n'rarlne paaks calr be nlanaged

by the Departnrent of Conser vat on

and Land Mana0ement rr arl

. . : ; ' :  :  .  ' - : : : . | i : '
l r r  r r r he r  u t r r t l r .  - l r r r i c r l  L . r r l  l r r ok

t irr ' rrr lr l  to Irr.r irr t .r i r l i r lq .r  r trrr lg .rrr, l

s c tL r r c  l i sh i r r g  i r t J t r t t r r :  l h r l c  i t  r e . r l t '

. r t lc| t iorrr l  bcrrcf l ts f i trrrr thc irr.r 'c lscd

toLu  i r n r  t h l t  Lhc  I l l . l l  i l l c  p . r r  L  r r  i l l

. . ' 1 r . . .  r  r . '  r r .  r r . '  I  l l r r , ' r l ; l r  r l r ,  r l

. l cc l , t r . t t to r r  . l r rd  c l l \ ru l lq  l l l J l ) . lgc l I l c l l t .

u l r i ch  i r r r l r r . l c s  pL r l ' l i ,  c t l L r c . r t i o r r  . r r r ' 1

px r t l . iP r l t i ( r l r  f r ( ) q l . l l l l \ .  t l l .  c \ l \ l c r l c c  o t

nr.u nc r c\cr \  c\ elrrr i r l i lLrcrl i  c t l tc tr  pe

o i  r cc r c . r t i o r r . r l  . l c t i \  i t l c \  ! l l , l t  ( ) aco l '

rr  idr in thcrrr FLrt trrtr .r t l , .  c. e.t t  l r  tol tr  tr l l l

to Lrrrrotrth \ \ .r \  I t to\t l \  I t l r tct l  .rroLrr l . l

f l 'hing. I  Iorrcrer ' .  t i r lec t l lc . lccl.rr.r t tor l

, r i  N i r r g . rL r , r  N l . r r  i r r e  l ' j . r r  k  i r r  l ( )S7 .  t l r c

r r r c  o i  t hc  , r r e . r  l r . t t  r t t t . l t r qo l l c  . t  t l l . t 1 , r r

ch , r rqc  t o  t t t o re  P , l \ \ i \ c . l ( t i \ i f i c \  \ oc l r  ' r \

r r o r k e l l i r r g .  r r . r t r r r t , r p p r c e i . l t i o r l  . r r r d

rglrt \ccrr)LI

lVl.u irre r cscr r cs .r lwr l) l  i l l r l  cr (r l l ()r l)1.

l r c r c t l t r  A  s tL r t h  t r i t l l t  c c , r l l t r r l r r c  c i t e . t '

( ) l - t u )u r i \ r r r  o r l  E \ l l ) ( ) r . l t l l .  l c ( c l l t l \  a . l l l l cd

oLrr l) \  l \ rr t i \ \or l) .n i i l  WooJ t irnr

( l u r t i r r  U r r i r c r s i n .  r l l r r t t r ' . l t . t l  t l l e  r . l l l r c

o i  t hc  N i r rq , r k r r r  N r l r t i r r e  l ) . r r - k  t L r  r l r '

loc.r l  ccLrtr,r trrr Nirtg.rLrtr N'1.rr ' rr le l ' . l lk

l r . r r  L , , r r t r Jc r c , l  l r r  r r s i t t r r ' s  t , r  l t c  t l r e

n r ( ) \ t  l l l l | ( ) f t . l l l t  t ( ) t l r i \ t  . l t t f . l (  t i ( ) l l  i l )  r l l '

Lxrrroutlr  ,rrcrr. l \4orc t lr ' r l r  l \ - i  fcl  .cr l t  (r t

.r l l  r ' r \ l ()n! l(rrt \  c,rrr ' i . l t |c, l  rhc Ning.r l txr

iV1 . r r  i r r '  I ' . r r ' l  ! o  [ r c . r  t c r t so t l  i ( ) l  \ l \ l t l l ] q

I  r  r ,  ,  f i  l l r  I ' r  r l ' ,  1 ' r , : .  r  l  r . l r r ' r (  l  l

, r l l  r i ' i t o r ' '  s  r '  ' r r , r r ke l l i r r g .  u i t h  75  t '

pc r '  . c r ) t  { ) f  WA r  i t i t , r r ' t .  { 17  ( i  
f c l  . t l ) t

t r f _  i r r t c r s t . r t c  r i s i t o r ' . r r l r l  71  1  pe t  cc l l t

o f  , l e r ' r c , t ,  r i s i t o t i  t r r l i l e r - t . r k i l l g  t l l t '

, r r t i r i t r . ( ) t hc r  . l . t i \ i t i e \  l l l . r t  \ \ c l c  f i ) t r l l ! l

r ,  l '  ' , r r . r  r , l r  1 " 1 L r " r  
' r , r .  . r r i r ' ' r  r i r '

r r i t h  u l r l l e  s l t r r r l . .  eo r , r l  I i c r r i r l g  . r r l r l

sightsccirr!{  l_l tc t trrt l r  r \ t i r l l . l t r( l  rLrr

. r bo r r t  SS l )  I t t i l l i o r l  Pc r  , r l l l l t r r r r  \ \ . 1 \  \ | r l l t

i r r  t he  E r r r r , , L r t l t . t t c . r  l r r  l i s i t o r s  co t l l t t t r ' {

t ( )  \ c c  l hc  \ \ ( ) l r ( l r r '  t r i  t l r c  N i r l g . r l oo

M. r r i r r c  l ' , r r - k .  r l i t l r  t l l . \ c  r ' i \ r t o r \

con t r i bL r t i r r g . l  f i r r t l l e f  S_1 l r  I r l i l l i o r l  pc r

. r r r n l t t r t  t t r  t l t r '  \ \ i ! l c l  S t i l t e  r ao l l ( ) l l l \ "

A b o v e  l e f t  L l  , L :  I  i -  '  l

. L r  r l . r  ,  r r l . L t  I  t  L  '  ' i

, r ,  ' . '  r i . r r  ,  ? . ,  I  l l r :  r , r  I ' r ' t  r "

1  L -  ' i

L e f t  I  . l r i  ,  r r ' 1  L  a  i ,  . :

f . ,  r  l i  r  r L  : ' l , r i  '  . r  ' , 1  I  r  : :

r  . r  l . r -  t l . r  r L  l . ' l  I r - P I I

i i r , ! r t t , : i  J , r1 i r  r r I ' ,  i r ,

cou d be bui l t  on r-rat ona park and r iglrt  rrext to rt

Park and i l ' te coastal strrP

penguin v ew ng fac ty s usecl to eclLrcate the rrrany vlsi tors thai t  dfau/s to 1l ' le

slancl about the values of t l le Shoa water'  ls lands Maf ne Par k ancl rts wrlcl  Te'

and  a  so  encou  tages  i l ' l e r i  t o  eave t l r ew  dpeng ! i ns  n  peace  The  fac  l i t y  n rakes

a srna pro'f  t ,  wl 'r ich s lsed 10 lrelp manage the adlacent mafine park Ranger5

and other staff  manage botl ' l  a-eas s mU taneous y ano cost ef lect ively'

Th-o same app[oach s Lrsecl at Shark Bay lr ,4ar ne Park, wl] ch shares boLrfdar es

w t h  M o n k e y  M a  R e s e f v e  F r a n c o s  P e - o n  N a t o n a  P a [ k  S h e l  B e a c h

Conse fva t  on  Pa rk  anc l  nL l l ne ious  i s  anc l  na tu re  rese rves  The  i n teg fa ted

managenreui approach !!  l l  confer even nro-e l lenefl ts n the lLlture' as mar ne

feserves ate decla[ec] ai Leelwin Naiura ste ancl alorrg the States southefn

coast, where aboti  lO per cent of the coast s proiected ln rrat ona parks ar ' lcl

r-ratr re -ese ves
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