As it approaches its
centenary, Yanchep
National Park has
opened up a whole new
realm of experiences for
visitors. as its strong
Aboriginal history and
cultural significance
comes to the fore .
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anchep National Park 1s one

of Woestern  Australiay  oldest

nationmal parks, Declared i 1905
a5 1 conservation reserve, the park s
just 50 kilometres north of Perth’s any
contre, It is one of the Staes most
visited natienal parks. with more tan
200,000 visies cach year.

The park has abundant  native
wildfowers and wildlife, and possesses
1 unique blend of pristine wetlands,
caves  and

cnchanting  limestone

woodlands  of  banksia and  tuart
alongside heritage buildings. It has one

of WATY koala

colomes. and s freshwater lake s

largest muroduced

frequented by many defferent
waterbirds and  bushbirds, mcluding
arches, swans, pelicans, cormorants.

cgrets, kingfishers and honeveaters

Meeting place

Undl recently, however, few people
expericnced or knew about the park’s
importance to Aboriginal people, Now,
4 major improvement program has seen
Yanchep National Park reborn as*Perths
Natural and Cultural Meeting Place!

Building of the Mia

e area now in Yanchep Natonal
Park has been an important mecting
place for the Nyoongar Aborigimal
groups of the seuth-west for thousands
of vears. Members of the Wadjuk and
Yuat language groups know it as
Wagardu, a very important Dhreaming
place tor both men and women.
Druring the Dreaming, the Great Spirit
Women walked north and new this s
commemorated by the naming of a
trail known as the Yaberoo Budjar,
which  passes  through  Neerabup
National Park. and ends in Yanchep
National Park.

The area has  long  provided
Aborigina prople with a source of
sustenance and shelter as well as a
place of wade, teaching and  soctal
1995, an

progrant  was implemented in che

kinship. In

idigenous

park  following a  comprehensive
consultation process. Endorsement by
elders and the broader mdigenous
community resulted i the creation

Balga  Mia Village—a

representation of tradittonal dwellings

of  the
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usedd by the arca’s fisst inhabitants.,
At chae time, the park’s firse Indigenous
Heritage Otheer was empleved.
These frst steps soon gave way to a
comprehensive imdigenous program at
the park. TTiere are now five tull-time
indigenous statt emploved to plan,
develop  and  amplement  toursm
programs, including a wide range of
Aboriginal cultural activities and tours,
in collaboranon with other park staft.
Park visitors can nesw participate in
a guided Wagardu Lake tour or Cryvseal
Cave tour or learn oadioonal dance
and how to play the didgeridoo under
the totelage of indigenous ethicers
There are alsa opportumties o learn
how o throw spears and boomerangs,
or to make tools and buld mias o
experience Nvoongu canp lite. Those
Wanting less SIrenuous actviey can just
sit back and learn about the cradinional
Nyoongar lifestyle and cultare 1z "Share

the Direaming

Award-winning program

[n 2002, Yanchep National Park was
a tnalise v che CACZOries of HL‘I"lt;I::L‘
and Cultural Tourism in the Western
Auvseralian Tourism Awards. In the same
year 1t was warded Best Practice status
Australasian

trom  the Regional

Assoctaion  of  Zoological Parks and

Aquaria (ARAZPA) ftor exemplary

cducational activity progrims. In 20003,

the park was agam recognised when
the prestigious  Promiers Award for
Muldiculturalism — was  awarded 1o
Yancheos Park Manager,

Funding has also been granted to
develop an Aborngmal Herage Plin,
which  wall rescarch, record  and
interpree the parks nuny indigenous
cultural clements, so future generations
who visit the park can be enriched by

its indigenous heritage
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nark facts

Where is it? L0 klometres north of
Perth Entry fees apply

What to do Wanardu Lake tour,
Yonderup o Crystal Cave tours,
Abariginal cidgericas and dance
performances, Aboriginal *Share the
Dreaming’, rowboal hire, picimcking,
weathing, vINg koalas, hangaroos and
wiidflnweer s
Facilities Trails and toilet bDlocks have
peen desigrad to accommaodate

|26 wilh disabilities

Picnic shetfiers, Lables and lee gas
barbecues thraughaut the park of fer
visitors a tranouil and relaxing selting
2 sporbing oval accommaodales more
cactivilies,

Yanchep [nn has accemmaodation bar
ang restaurant iacilities, while the
Chaeen Mia Lakeview Tearamms offars
meais and rebreshmenls Thace s a
sauvenil shop, and the spectaculal
Cabarei Cave funciion factlity 1s
availabls for hire:

People can enjey Yanchep National
Park througiont The year, but spring is
2 e viewing wildl :
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Western barred bandicoot: warts and all

The road tor the western barred bandicoot has been buinpy, but saience 1s

gradually filling in the holes,

Growing locals

Reducing the use of water, fertilisers and pesticides could be as casy as

coing back to our wots and growing local plants.
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Bookmarks

Golden Quest Discovery Trail Guide Book.
A long-standing love affarr with birds.

The South West: trom davwn oll dusk.
Feature park

Yanchep Natenal Park

Endangered

Iree stem trapdeor spider.

Urban antics

Multiculeural ecosystens,
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