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he 200th anniversarY of John
Gould's birth rvill take place next

year Born in England, Gould visited

Australia in 1838 rvith his faruily

Fascinated by rvhat he srlv, he returned

to England and Published manY

illtutrated books, including Birds of

,4rlstrnlir rrtd Tlr .\ lawuals '2[ Austtnlin'

abor:t native Australian wildlife. His

rvife, Elizabeth, was a skilled botanicd

artist al1d illustrated Ar'rstralian birds

and mammals for rhe books, which are

sti l l  used as a valuable reference.

l)uring his career, John Gould was

elected Fellow of the Royal Society

and rvrote tllore thAn 'f0 volunes and

nLrnerous scientif ic papers, mostly

detail ing new sPecies. He also

produced 3,000 coloured Plates of

species lnd is PerhaPs best known

today for his folios.

tn 1909, 20 years after his death,

John Gouldt conservatiorl lvork was

honoured by the forntation of thc

Victorirn Gould League Originally set

up ro protecL birds by prevetttrrrg thcir

cgg. l-rortt  berrrg col lectcd. thc lergrc i '

now ln Australia-wide independent

environmental education organtsatron

thar encourages people-especial ly

young people-to understand'

rppreciate and Protect the

environnent. Alfred Delkin, the then

Au,tr.r t i ln Pri t t te Mini: lcr.  wirs thE 6rst

national Gould League President.

The Western Ausrralian branch of

the Gould League was formed in 1939

rvith Charles Hadley, the then Director

of Education, as its {irst Presidclt. By

1955, more rhan 18,000 studenls rvere

members of the lfestcrn Australian

chapter rnd had reccived thc inaugur''l

rrrelnbership c:rrd sporting the Gould

League pledge:"1 prolrlise I will Protect
all birds, other anirrrals and plants,

except those that are harnrful, lnd I

will not collect birds' eggs"

As a non-profit organisation, the

Gould Lcague has continued to

nraintlin a strong association rvith

schools. Each year, Illore than 7,500

students trke plrt  iD educational l

act ivi t ies provided by the Western

Austral ian lelgue. Surplus futrds

accrucd eftel costs arc reinvcsted iD the

league's facilities.

The WA Gotrld Lcrgrre trrr inr l ins

contact with other illtcrstate leagues

through the Austr l l ian Counci l  of

Gould Leag;ues, rvhich nreets to discuss

ni l t ters of uational interest al ld

prioriry
Countless rnetnbels of thc Gould

League have gone on to pursue cateers

in environment-rel l ted professions.

Menrbers of thc lVestern Australian

fiction include prominent naturalists

and conservationists H;rrry Butler, Eric

McCrum lnd Andrew Thomson,

and long-t ime l)cPartment of

Conservation tnd Llnd Mlnagenrenr

(CALM) botanisr Kcvin KenneallY

(also President ofrhe Gould League for

the lxst 19 years). Other CALM staff

rvho were ntentben as children include

botatist Andrerv Blown and regular

rvri ters for L,4NDSCOPE John
Hunter rnd Clrolyn Thourson-Dans

Previous page
Maln Early morning scoop nett lng at
Herdsman Lake.
lnsets A select on ol Go!ld League
membersh p badges

Above left  NatLrral ist Kevn Grif f i ths
lnstfuct lng stLrdents n widl i fe handl ng.

L e f t I a r ' ,  B ' . 1 , '  ̂  r h ' l L l . r t  d  B c \ l e /

science canrP school
Pholas Kevin KenneallY
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The WA Gould Leaoue manages and operates the Herdsman Lake Wildlife Centre

within the CAlM-managed Herdsman Lake Regional Park The park ls one of

eight regional parks and the largest wetland area in the Perth meiropolitan

region (see 'Parks lor people', LANDSCOPE, Summer 200H1). The Wildlife

Centre was opened in '1984, Junded by the World Wildli ie Foundation and the then

Deoartment of Education.

All Gould LeaOue activit ies are held at the centre lt hosts various aativit ies and

excursions for school-aged children and community activit ies deslgned to

increase awareness about the natural environment The community aciivit ies

include bird walks, inJormaiion and sleepover nights, wlldli,fe excursions and

Jestivals. They are designed to provlde people with direct interaction with nattrral

ecosystems, develop community lnlerest and invoLvement in ihe natura

environment and wildlife conservation, and raise awareness of the State's plants

and animals.

Herdsman Lake provides a case study for many students (particularly those at

tertiary level) about the relationship between urban wetlands, i is wildli le

residents and its human neighbours. Harry Butler said the Gould League's

setting in an urban wetland enabled the league to teach students about

environmental values in a way that they could relate ' io, "AJter all, most

Australians l ive in urban areas," Harry said

As a non'profit organisation the Gould League's Herdsman Lake WlldliJe Centre

relies on the work of volunteers. Thirty volunteers donate thelr t ime to the centre

to enable publlc access on the weekends and community and education

activiries. Donatio.s a.\d vol-nteers are always wercor1e

l ives. Thc Gould League cncourages

children to view the rvorld rhrough

naturc's eycs;' Eric saicl.

lnteraction with nature
Glnc Doyle is r self-proclairrred

test:lnlent to the it'uprcssion thlt tile

Could Lcagr.re nt:rkcs orr yorurg peoplc.

Now o|ncr and oPcr: l tor of the

Wc'tcru Au.tr.rh.rrr l {epri lr  l ) .rrk irr

Henlcy l iook, Cane l tr t 'nded tne

second-cver Gould Lcaguc carnlP as a

younsstcr il1 1953. Tlvo chilclren from

15 nrctropolitau :rncl eight cottntry

schools rvcrc invired to lttercl thc nvo-

rveck carnp rt Bickley.

Grne hls fond nentorics of the

camp :rnd lr is expeLicnces ls a tnentbet

of drc Gould Lerguc. He saYs the

lergue rrurtured his interest and passion

lb r  r r t r r r : r l  hn to ry . t t t d  p rov idcd  J r i r n

rvith r forutu ro lc ' :rrrr about and

cxperiencc:r l ture f irsl  hand. (]aIre lrd

Above left  A schoo group study ng
t  F . l  , oLe  l  l .  d  ' l e " l  mo  Ld rp  Feq iona
Park

Above Gould League badges are higl ' r  y
p . zpd !o l l e . r o r r  l ec  ' ^ r l  '  . . 1  oo  . l i l d re^ .

Far leftThe ra sed boardwalk at Herdsman
La le  e rab  e .  "  r l o  " r  I o  dcLess  l 6e  dke  i a
wrn te r

Left The Herdsman Lake Wi dl i fe Centre,
headquarters of the WA Gou d League.
Photos - Kevin Kenneally
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Above A c ose encounter w th a motorb ke

t rog .

Above r ight Goulcl LeagLre coLrr 'rciL membel
A ma cle Rebe ra wlth stuclents st lrdy nc

the l fesh\arater I  te In Bickley Brook
Phalos Kevin KcnneallY

corlrt t t t tr i ty lbou! rvlstc'  nrl l raqclr)cnr'

rvi ldl i fc lucl ertvironl l)cnt conscr vlholr

ancl dcveloping srrsreirtlb)c liti'srylcs

Thc lct ivi t ies cncotl l i rsc pcople to

ulrdcrst incl.  lPplcci l tc i lDd protcct thc

Datul'all cnvrronlnclll.

Thcrc ele (r3 Wcstcr rt Auscmlilu

schools irrvolvcci irr  thc cttucnl mngc

of cclucatiottll progr;rnrs Tht' schools

lctcncl lcr ivi t ,v devs tnd excursions at

the Herclsntrn Lakc Wilcl l i fc Clcutrc

rlrd xl lr losr 3,0()0 stLldcl l ts atc nrel l lbcrs

of thc lclguc

Thc centrc houscs displ lys ofplants

arrcl anir l l ls antl  hls bccn sct uP to

icconrnlodrtc schoolcl l i ldren i t t  classcs

.r.  rvel l  .r , i  lL '  !or lht(( i  tr  t  t  t  t  t  I  L t  t  I  i  t  1
xcrivi t ics. Aborrt 2{)(} school excLtrsiolts

. r r r d  S . t t t r t t  \ l r r dcn t \ .  r . r r r q i t l {  l i o r ) l  p r c

prinruy to urr iversiry. col lrc dl lough

the ccntre cach yc:u

Thc Could Leaguc is n Partnclshrp
rv i t l r  r h r :  WA I ) cF l l t r t t c r r t  . r f t d r r c  r r i o r r
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and Tlaining Ccnrre Mrnlgcr l logcl

Harris rnd Adtrr inistrrt ive Ofl lcer

JcnniGr Ncrvhi l l  are cDrPloycd by thc

cieprrnletrt  to rulr and Plolnote thc

ccrttrc anc| i ts rangc of edr.rcetion and

conrnrrttr i ty l lct ivi t ics. l logcl l lso

devclops t lrc curr icult tor PlogriLm to

l lcconl l l lodatc dif fcrcnt cduclt iorr

levcls and stages of alcvcloPnlcnt' allcl

prodttcc outcome-basccl r 'csults-

l\ogcr h:rs developed techniqtlcs to

intcgrlre cnvironnrenl l l  val lues inlo thc

l c . r ! : r r c \  l u r r t t t t t q  r r t . l  t c  l ( l ) i l r {

l \r 'osmr)l \ .  Hc bcl irvo t lrr t  proriJi l<

stuclents rvirh inforrtration lnci hltrds-

ol c\peticnce i :r  rhe unicluc rr 'et l l l td

cllvironnlerlt is rlrore likc'ly to chilllqc'

!hci l  : l ! ! i t r . lde lrrd valucs and, thercforc"

their behaviour. This is basctl  on l t l

educntion rnoclel that intcgrates

pl lnning, rct i trg, rcf lect i t lg rnd

dcscribing i l l to l l lc sl l ldcl l l  s

e\perrerlccs al tnc cel l trc

Extla-curricular activities
The  , . ' r r t r e  . r l r o  r r r ns  r t i r t r r l r t i r r {

cdL rc l t i o t t . r l  , r r l d  f i r r r  ec t i v i t i es  d t r r r r r q  i n

u,eek-long holiday proglar)ls dcsigned

for school-rged chi ldrclr Thcse havc

proved cxt lenrely popular, atni lct i l )g al l

rvcrage of 250 studetrts each sesslon.

l\ogcr says thesc progl'urs ptovide I

valuablc service to the colt l l lul l i ty and

enrble students ro c:r joY f irn lnd

Nolthwhilc act ivi t ics on thcir hol idevs.

Ninccy-fbrrr yclrs l f tcr i ts

for- lrrt ion, thc Gould Lcrgue

conti lr l lcs to i :rspire rnd l lurture lhc

i r ) t . r ' c \ t \  o l  c l t r l d re r t  l r l . l  . ' d r r l t i  i r r

nrtrn-r l  histor)r Thc legacy of John
(loulcl'.s firscirr;Ltion witll pl:r11ts and

aninrels is cvi<{crtt  i I t  thc faccs of al l

thosc \,ho atterrcl thc ectivi t ics l t  lhe

Hcrdsnul Lrkc Wilcl l i fc Centrc-

Sclrools rucl conrlr lr lnlr,v l l lc lnbeLs

\ven!ing to becontc involvcd in the
'Wcstcrrt  

Austral ian Ciorr ld Lcrgue or

f ircl  out rtror_,: rbout thc :rct ivi t ics can

conrrct dle Hcrclstnlrr Lakc Wildl i le

Ccrrrrc ou () l l )  931t7 0679, crrrr i l

the Cenlrc Mrnlgc: l \oger Harrrs

(r ogcr@rvagotrldlcrglc.corlr.att ot vislt

thc Wcstcrn Aust:al i l r l  ()otr ld Lergttc

u,ctrsitc (rvrvt'.rv:rgouldlclguc coul ru).

Rhianna Mooney is an Editorial
Assistant with CALN,4. She can be
contacted on (08) 93Bg 8644 or bY
email (rhiannam@calm.wa gov au),

Rhianna would l ike to thank Kevin
Kenneally, Harry Butler, Eric McCrum,
Roger Harris and Gane Doyle fortheir
invalL.rable conir ibui ions to her
research ,for the artlcle.
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