




hc l)iibrrr olir,c Pvthon (Li,r-ri-t

t)lit,n,uts b rr) i) a.ln gl-o\\' !o illl

cDornr()us sizc lr tcl i r , idtr. t ls irs lol)g i ls

lour'- .rncl r-half  I l rc!rcs l t i lvc bccn

lcctrr ' :r tel,v trrcrstu ccl.  s ' i th uncotl l l rrnc\ i

lcports oipvthons t lp to si\- i l l ld x-hal i

rnclrcs. A sr). lkc dl is lotrq clt l  bc ut

rbick rs n nren\ thigh.trtcl  l 'c igh nrore

thln l5 ki logl lrr ts. Ytru rr 'oukl chi:rk

such l snlkc rroultl bc lur-rl to nriss!

Horrcr,cr. thc l) i lb: r . t  ol ivc pytholr

(sonctinrcs cl l lcd cltc tock pvlhort) rvls

ro t  , l i . t r r r . : u i . l l u J . r \ . r  r l i . r i r r ,  t  . r r L r . | c r  i r ^

r r r t i l  l 9 l ] I ,  \ , hcn  L ru t i c  Sn l i r h .  I

helpctologist l  i th thc Wcst! ' l  n

Austl t l i ln Muscr.rrn, t lcsct ibcrl  i r  on thc

b.rsis of just cisht spccirucns i tr  rhc

nruscurD s aol lccriol).Thcsc pvthons l t lcl

bccu sc:tc in e1'g1 x pcr- iocl of (r5 vc:rrs'

so i t . tppclrtci  thc\ ' \vclc vclv 1: l l r ' .

Batgumyji loses his venom

l ) i lblr . t  ol ir ,c p,vrhotrs rrc u'cl l

kno*'n to rt ln,v ALro: iginl l  pcoPlc of

thc l) i lb;rr:r .  Thcy *clc ol lcc et l

r r r l \ , r t , r r l l  t i \ s l  r t c r l t . l r r r t  r l s r r  t i  r r r r l e : ' r

s ro r i cs  l bo r r c  t hc  c r ca t i on  o f  t hc

hlclscepc. Tht- Yirrcl j ibrrncl i  pcoplc

knorv rht' p,vrborr rs 'BlrguIrt,r'ji 
. lrrtl ro

rhc Kru-nnrr pcoplc, ir  is ' l ) l lkLrnl ' j i 'or '
' l ' rrkuurrr- i t ' .  Onc of thc Yittci j ib.urlLl i

\ r L ' r i c '  . r l \ u l r t  I { . r l u r r r t r r j i  r l l r t c s  c , '  i t '

i l r . r r r L i c  l i r ' r l r  b .  r r r ;  . l  '  l t . c k r -

(vcrronrous) snrkc to bci lg l lol t-

vL'nol) loLls, l ikc ir l l  othcr pythorls.

Thc srory hts bccn rctolcl  bY Nctl

:rrrd J:rrrc Chcccl1,, : ncl publisltcci l'i*t

colorrrt ir l  i l lustrrr iotrs bv chi lcl tcn f iot l

t l r c  t { , x l ' o r r n r ,  ; t . i ' 1 1 . 1 1 1  \ . 1 1 r ' , r 1 .  i r r

Olh,t Pl, t l rott  l )r ' , rrrr ir iq. ln short,

13argrrrn,r,ji ittcnrptccl to ittttbush rlrltl

c ir t :r  prirvi l l ! i  I l l i l l ) trs l l l . l l l  l l t  J spri l lLl

Hc jrrrrrpccl tr ;r  arrd cscapctl  frot lr

thc pyrl lorr.  thr-orvi:ru spc.trs rnt l

boonrcrlnqs.rs i l  Ptrr-s!tccl hinl.  Finl l l l ' ,

hc chrrrbcrcd ir t to :r r :host gtrnt lnd

l3argurnyi lungcd, but nrissccl hinr, l rrcl

bit  iuro thc trcc l ts tcclh st lrck iD thc

blrk lnr l  thc Privi l)g nrr l) l is l l r ln thcn

crrrscci l3lrgrttrrl'ji to rlhvlvs hck vcDonl.

n ,  r r . r r c  Jo r r  l r  . r r r J  r r u t  b t  r l r l c  t o  : ' t t  i r l

rllvlight, so tlut it rvoultl trc tbrcccl to lic

rt :r ight bv \\ , i l tctholcs to crtch lood.

A perfect monster
Thc clr l icst lccorcl of I  l ) i lblr l

ol ivc p,vchotr r lPpcl l ls l()  bc I rcporc bv

c\plorcr Erncs! ( i i les irr M.ry 1376 In

thc uppcr rcl .^lrcs of r l tc Ashtrttrron

l{ ivcr. orrc of lr is cornpeniot ls:

' 'dror.r rcr l  l .ugc sn.rkcr i t  s.rs ncrr lr

nirrc t i t t  lorrg. rr.rs.r t i rot roLrnd rhc grl th

rr)d Ncigherl l ] .x v i l l t r  pounds l t  rr . tr . t

pcri ict nron*cr ibr Au\tr.r l i r  I f  \c hud

l " r r '  r , r l , , . r r  t , " " 1  s h . r t  ,  -  r l ' t r . ' '  i t

s oult l  h,rvc bccrr"

F Lir\ \ ,son Whit lock, en carlv bird

col lcccor s' i th i l  pcnchalrt  tbr r-cl l lotr:

cxpkrr l t iott ,  visi tccl t trc Hlrtrcrslcy

l l :rgc in 1922 t l tr :- ir tg ;r f ivc-r l tonrh

ti t lc l  tr ip. ()ut '  I l tolnrDq, hc lPPro:lchccl

a sp:ing rvhctc hc hld bcctt observrr lg

borvc:bircls ltrcl ses' rvhit ilPpcllll'cl to be

thc subrrrcrgccl rvhccl oil vchiclc ilr rhc

rvllcr. Closcr inspcction shorvccl ir las:

' ' , r  hrgc rock prthon lolne ptthoul.

curlc. l  up i l  dre s,rrcr rr$ i ts hcri l

concc,r lc. l  i r  thc ru'ber'

Ptevtous patge
P lbara o i . 'e Dytlro r
Phota lvlarie Lacltnlan

Above Vo LrnLeer P rr p Brace €xanr rres an
o i ,re Dythorr on t te B! |  up Pcrr rrsL la
Phota MrchaelTL)l l

Left P lbara ol vc Dythorrs al lM lst eanr
otlef retreat to caves d! f ! l  thc coo er
rno rths al ld lake advarrtage ot the lvar nth
o f  t he  rocks  t o  n ra  n ta  n  h  gh  )ocY
te f rpe  a tL r  es
Plbla Dari(l Peat satJlCALl',4
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Putlos aql o1 cstlods lsrg Jlrql PLlll

Sur.lortt ,lr.o1s are ^rqJ ltJ.{ tl:)la sPtol

rrtqlld tlo pc1lq a:t suotp,{d o,tqo 3o

sJ.qr nu .lquJPlsuol ,Llillml oJln
' o.5rd xtJlulds e uo 5ttIP..J uoqlld t

sr qrns'stqSrs alqt)llDrttar etuos i'^rtsqo

sl.{roJ .ql ,{llttrotstr:q1 rJqlo tlJrl'

Sur,Trasclo dltualttt r1tq.'lr srtlt"rtt:rt

r^nradsal lreql tlo ,(lrtl suoql'(d

prre rldoad qro51 srroqrid e,r11o rb-rt1

JO raqtul1ll u tlll^\ aslloq llaql c_rtqs

uourls IIIH P:r1 3o dprrrl :aryo3

aqf qleiP s,ttolll,(d iql uI llrsi'l lotl

op suoqr(d a,rqo pue eldoad uc:"rtaq

sl.rtlnoJu. l.rl1o'illrtluDql

..iI u sI purs p|1or\ I

-y prrq$q:p :q ppo.t put qrnlt' fu-'^ 'ttl

Pitu,xp otl,l\ tll'lisnt{.tF or llllxrtrroJ

ur (r.i-l 9t r:r^o) isdror iqr lrr's I t 1..

''xt 
Pull

I. oqs e qtr,\\ P.rllludsrp se.,n lr'uoql'(d

:rqr :o3 .{1atr:tmuo3u6 /ddnd 6uno'{

r: ,{q polrutlu dpro-rtdde lqiittt 'tlo

prrts.ruoq eqt Po.r.tu. rroqldd a'arlo

a8nq u ltt{l Polullotr;}l aqs ',^\el\-l'lul

LL6l N Ltl s0z6l .rp uI uollrls

,(erqruel atotltal ct{l ll a^II 01 luo,\\ Prtr

{rlsll] sttuoql PalJ-Itrtl rtls ltlBstlc

.^rlo s.rl^ lleJ uI sl^\ -roll.llor aql

Irql lllo PuuoJ Pue ArelqI'I ..^11t€l eql

Ir llol\ . Ill.laP .Luos lpl,lr P'dl'q
urSo::eNl rtl,{lasrnu lualtlai^!utlN

paml Put troDe^l.stto3lo luo[u:tda61

rqr ruor3 33r:d5 DIII.I 'illn3lurtlJ

'9t61 tll luePll:)u

rrrr€ .'rb-r'rr c llr P.)tP )q-Ptrlq)q

lllrl .tll uo P.Ilnq :{rtsn3 -rt1{

qlr,\\ u 1.l P ttollels aql pu! o1 Jslrdl[s

{ur rurSttul uolltls aql ulu lllls lq8lttl

Itrp s:r,ut1el sdeq.rad ro'(79611 ot:orrd

pclruoP .lc./\\ stlatullads aql) Iltsn]
ry,,1 plo ,{lqerunseld x o1 1l.ds ol ttl

paddorp 1 os'ttl o.,rrl luJs Pttl ,uollllls
(o;qnrta 3o 1llrsll) O, stlrurrl:ds

um.sr1!u P.tlillol ptq lrq eldoed

Jo lrlPuDtl .ql lrtluof o1 P.Prl'P

1 
'suoq,{d .^tlo Jo tllllr.s .lI 9661 tll

urqlld eqt o1 P.rnlu.^ ls.rg I tl.qlfi

s,lelunocue luecar erohl

'.,.ruo 
II'a s 'r

rr \ s[p os '1..-] u. q:iri 01 dn Piunxqo

o..q i^rq \tr 0lr.ds r..-I u'^'l'

p.rnstitu rt |tr srt 'iq rno It Pii' q Ptrtr
'rroqr{d :,tp qn^norqr r:)llnq I rnd I l l.

:suoql^d utql

l:rFfr \Pltq tAlrrqo ol trrrl irrr51

D.

*

D'*,

bllV)luas)Pad Pt^PO solotld

uollPlS ̂arqLuPIlo suLnr aLl] a^oqe l!
aLll uo sl s a^erD s.'lcesn] seLuoql tlu

lpl qeq uoLll^d a^ lo eolo^l

,=f s ra^ U aDroag aLll punorB ee e aq-Lo^oqv



Left An o ive pythof stretches ts f lexible

law to consume a sP n lex Pigeon BodY
cois afe Lrsed to break bones ancl solten
the pfey to aid swa low ng

Centre left  Once t has swa lowed the
pigeon ntense nrLrsc e contractions are
used to move i t  down into the stomach lol

d gest on. wh ch nray iake seven to 10 days
fo r  a  a rge  P -ey  l t e .a
Photas Leanne Catket

Bottom left  Vo unteer Ann e BLlrns taking
, o l e  d l l .  d  r o  l  d  r ' J  ' .  '  o  l o  ' "

rocky hideolt w th Mt Name ess nea-Tom
Pf ce, in the backgroufd
PhaIa Davicl PearsonlCALM

and vibret iort olt  rn lpprolclr ine c:rr ts

ro fieczc. Whilc nros! r'o;rcl dc:rths llc

lccidentl l ,  sorr lc drivet 's del ibcrately

Iul l  ovel snikcs. Thcrc lre l lso reports

of visitors ro I{erijini gorges killing

ol ivc pythons, sttpposcdly t tr isurkcn ftr

brorvn snekes (rvhich look altcl beluvc

vcry difllrently rtrd should be lett rlone

anyway, as l l l  st l :rkes lrc Plotectcd
rvi ldl i fc).

Radio-tracking
Duc [o irs rpplrcnr l l r i tY, rhe

Pilbara ol ivc Python hts bcclr l istcd as

threAtened. My iDtercsr irr  this python

wes st imuhlccl bY a Postl l  sulvey,

prir lal i ly orgrnisccl to col lect sightings

of rvorttt :lnd ciuPct pytllons. The

nunlbcr of olivc pytho:rs leported by

resiclcnts of l) i lblr l  tolvns rvts e

sul prisc. I  contactcd ol le of dlesc

pcop le .  Shc r l y  S t r t l r e l l r t r d .  r r ho  o l r e r r

saw olive pythons on her way !o \\'ork

rt thc llobc l\iver irou orc Drine l

teDt.t ivcly askcd i f  shc rvould be

intcrcstecl in essisting rvitlr a radio

tracking stndy of thc python arrcl she

jumpecl rt  thc opporrurl iry

l{;rdio-tracking is ln cxtremclY

useful way to lerrn ibout thc habits of

sccretive sPccies such ls snakes. I t  took

a fcw i loDths for Sherly to calch the

first ol ive python in Jarurry 1996,

.ourtc\) of r ' l l  rrp-cyed Srirdcr drivcr

near l\obe l\iver. This threc-Dretre-

long ntale rvas surgically inlplanted

with a tnlrstnirrer anc{ lcd Sherry on a

r|]er 'ry clre.r t lP t l)d dowl) stucP gorgcs

and through hills of prickly spinifex.
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\ll \lt.)()l ()l rrorlt id .trp ;ittt rrLrllt
'IIr\.)l.r 
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\l)rro(1 .r;f I.) \\.)\ .rrr-r(l t(r() L,)tll ptrn(ul'

irrrrrl irrorpiLl -1o rrqrtrrrtr r lr() tlrtrr\\
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srrorpiLl rrr p.r1.rr.u ilrrrrrtlt,rrclttr rqq
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iirrolr' rlood rrrrrll:rLr t.rrl i_rrrtrsr r 'i1rpt rr

|,) r)P(rf \\ f)ltlo\\flr(lf(l lf \tloql\Li



considerable amloury of detection
devices towards oncoming prey. The

large eyes have a vertical iris like a cat,
giving good night vision. The tongue

flicks in and out, catching scent particles

in the air and transGrring then to the

Jacobsont organ in the roof of the

mouth, which in turn sends information

to the brain.Vibrations can be detected

along the body, and a number of thermal

pis along the base of the jaw and ftont

lips enable plthons to'see' in the inftared

spectrurn, which includes radiated heat

from anirnals, allowing the python to

hunt in total darkness ifnecessary.
Pilbara olive pythons have been

seen feeding on a wide variety ofbirds
(pigeons, ducks and corellas) and

n1amn1als (rock-wallabies, snall euros

and fruit bats). Smaller ones probably

also feed on reptiles and fiogs.

Occasionally, they make poor decisions

over what constitutes a good meal.

One farnily were delighted to find an

olive python with a large bulge in i ts

stonmch near theit camp at Dales

Gorge in Karijini National Park. They

speculated that the python had eaten a

wal)aby. unti l  the next day i t

regurgitated their canvas tent bag!

Another olive python at Karijinr

atte|npted to eat a raincoat. ln these

instances, anirnal scents (such as mice)

on the items may have attracted the

pythons, which eventually realised they

were not food and regurgitated then.

Left Ny'r 'T' ,  a one-eyed rnale ol ve python

court ing a seemlng y reluctant fema e at
Mll lstream.
Photo Jamie Birnie

Below Children in Tom Pr ce holding an
olive python to demonstrate i ts size. In
genera , snakes should be left  alone and f
remova from bLridings is necessary, t
should be done by exper enced adults
Pholo Chris and Annie Burns

Serpentine sex
Breeding takes place during the

cooler tronths ofJttne to August. Males

leave their normal haunts and travel

long distances (up to three kilotnerres)
in search of Gmales. In other species of
python, females leave scent trails to

attract males, and the scent may also
wafr around on the wind. Cerrainly.
when a male approaches a feurale the

tongue 0icks wildly, suggesting this

sense is very irttportant to these cryptic

snakes for locating each other.
Observing mating is not easy ([ have
spent J few doys on:r lold-rrp ch.rir

with binoculars hoping to view sone
.ction!). They usually rctire to a cave

al1d rcmain together for uP to three

weeks, during which time they
probably nate on flurlerous occasions
The raale then returns to his home

Iange, leaving the female to give birth
arcund October. We have onlY

observed rwo nest sites, both under
very large slabs of rock well away from
water. ljnfortunately, we still dont

know anything about egg incubahon
or the numbet ofyoung.

Eggs hatch in JaIrr.rarY and the

skinny, bulbous-headed young disperse
widely in search of food and safe

refuges. Some find their way into the

gardens ofTom Price and the cages of
local bird keepers. Their fondness for

small birds such as canaries and

budgerigars sometines gels them lnto
trouble, but many are rescued by people

such as Chris and Annie Burns and
released away Fom the dangers oftown

Changing attitudes
Beyond the interesting information

about the ecology of the Pilbara olive

python, the project has some other rcal
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