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cacia is the biggest single plant
genus in the nation, with 950

different species, about 500 of which
occur in Western Australia. Indeed, the
Wheatbelt is a centre of wattle diversiry
having a bewildering variery of named
entit ies (417 so far)-one of the
contributing factors that establish
Western Australiat south-west as one of
the world's 25 'biodiversiry hot spots'.

Not only are there lots of diFerent
wattles, there are often huge nurnben
of individual plants as well, especially
after a fire when they may grow
quickly and dominate the regrowth.
After a few years they die o{I,
remaining as seeds in the soil seed bank
until another disturbance stirs them
into growth once more. Some species,
however, are much longer lived.

The role of wattles
As an integral part ofthe vegetation

communiry watdes help to provide
several'services' to the ecosystem-
they are part of the cycling of gases,
water and nutrients that enable life to
persist.They do, however, have an extra

special role. The roots of most species
host nitrogen-fixing organisms, so
contribute usable nitrogen to the
system. They are probably especially
important in replacing nitrogen lost to
the atmosphere during 6re.Also, during
the rapid phase ofregrowth that occurs
after a disturbance, wattles may act as
shelrer for slower-growing plants. But it
is their role in providing resources, such
as food and shelter, for native wildlife
that will be discussed here.

Since a stated aim ofmuch remnant
protection and revegetation is to'provide
huna habitat','create a bush corridor'or
just generally to 'maintain biodiversiry'
it is impoltant to consider what this
implies. What do native animals
actually need? In order to survive, all
animals need food, water, space and
shelter, as well as the possibiliry of
meeting an appropriate mate and so
reproducing more of their kind.Wattles
can contribute in many ways.

Food
Because of cheir nitrogen-6xing

ability, watdes are high in protein, and
some are very palatable, although many
are stiffor have prickles in an attempt to
deter herbivores. Most browsing animals
will tackle the foliage, but wattles
appear to be especially important to
invertebrates. ProGssor Jonarhan Majer
from Curtin University, Western
Australia. lound 130 different species

Previous page
Mafn Pr ckly moses (Acacia pulchella),
Photo - Sallyanne Cousans
lmet Dense prickly wati  es prov de ideal
nesting sites for many smal birds,suchas
th s var egated fa ry wren.
Phato - Babs & Bett WellslCALM

Abov6 Both the f owers and the fruits of
this flat wattle (Acacla glaucopteta) cao
provide food for an mals.
Photo Andrcw DavolllLachman
frcnsparcncies

Lett Coojong (,4. sa//gna) is widely used in
landcare plantings through the south-west

Pholo - Ken StepnelllCALM
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l\ottncst Ishocl rcst clrrrirrg thc cl;rv

rrnt lcr the shlclc of slrrubs such as

srrrrrnrer-sccrrtccl rvartlc (,4. to s tt!lit'it,t)

W. r l l l u { . r r L  r r r r l t o r t l t l t t  l t o . t r  t o r ' . c r l l i  _

pamsit ic phrrts such ls stnclthvoocl alrcl

qulrrclong, lrrcl  thcir role i l  suPPolt i l lq

rrristlctocs hrts llrcecly bc'cn nrcntioncd

Mist letoc f ir l i rgc is hcavi ly grrzecl bv

brushnil  possr.rnrs, rrreny bit is r:rke

nccta: f lorrt  drc t lorvcrs :rnd others

urilisc the scccls. The ht r';rc' of the

rvoocl rvhite butlcftly tlccl cxclusivcly

on thcsL' serl) i-pau:rsitcs. Since lvatdes

rrsuelly sct goo<1 sccd crops, llrey lre

prcsunrlLTl l '  bcirrg pol l i l rececl,  rhougll

Top Sandp ain polson (Gaslro/o| i lu/r l
nictacatpum) ,] ]awing rr wan(loo woodlancl
Phalo Marie Lachnan

Above Belty Hams of N.rth St rL ngs, has
rehabiL tated this wandoo arrd I at tot lpeo
yate wood and by d rect sced rrg a nl xture
of spec es Note the ow Watt le on the r ght

Phola Penny Hussey

Top left Kulara (,4cac/a letraSonophylla) s
an mmense y va uab e bLtsh for al l  sorts ol
w ldl fe NumeroLrs b r 'ds use i t  fof nesting,
and the f owers att-act swar rns ol nsects
Phato Jin Lachman

centre left  In good years, kurafa wil l  ploduce

a heavy seed cfop, which ls eaten by many
animals lnc ud ng bron2ew ng p eleons.
Phota Babs & Bert WellslCAL\"4

Left Bronzew ng p geons eat a lot of wait le
seeds
Phota Raaul SlatetlLochman fransparenctes
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