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ecause gardens a're g.een places chat
contain living plants and offer shade,

we think of dreu as beneficial to the
environment. But that is r'lot necessarily
so. In California, USA, conventiond parks

and gardens have been shown to be nuch
nrore ofa cost to the environment than
a bene6t.The fossil fuel used to operate
lawnnrowers and other equipment, to
purnp water, to Dlanufacture fertiliser
rnd to cart gprden prurings co rhe tip.
consunles nlore oxygen from the
anlosphere than the parks and gardens
produce-al'td also releases nore carbon
inro the atrnosphere than the Parks :rnd
gardens absorb.The chemical fertilisers,
herbicides and pesticides used cause
long-terrn pollution of water and soil.
Lawn clippings and garden prunings
comprise rlore than 30 per cent of the
landfill waste from California's

residential comnunities.

Since Perth's climate and lifesryle

are siluilar to those of California, our

garden practices are probably imposing

similar costs on the envircnment.

The longer we continue pnctices

thar are wasteful and harmftrl, the

worse thc consequences we shall have

to sufFer. We need to reconsider or.rr

ways of gardening from the point of

view of suscainability-the principle of

bchaving in such a way as to sustain the

Eartht plants :rnd animals and the

processes that slrPport them. Many of

us strive for sustainability in other
ways; for example, by recycling used
materials. lt is t irre to apply the
principle to our gardens too.

Gardens for sustainability
In order to save its diminishing

supplies of water, Californir is now
p r o r r r o t i n g ' x e r i s c a p e '  g l r d e n s -
gardens that need linle or no watering.

In Perth as well, with a rapidly
growing human population, it is of
critical in'rporcance to limit the amount of
water used. But it is not necessary to have
a totelly dry grden. A garden pond can
provide a pleasant aesthetic Gature and a
useftrl aquatic habitat, while using far less
water than well-watered gardens do.

But saving water is only one aspect
of sustainability. Besides water, gardens
should corsume only nrinimal amounts
ofnon-renewable resources, such as the
fossil fuels needed co run lawnntowen.
The use of harmful substances like
pesticides and ferti l isers should be

minimised, since these eventually make

their way into the groundwlter and

wetlands, with damaging effects.

G.rrdcn: should also not cont.r in

plants that are harmful to our natural

environrnent. Miny plants have

beconre serious weeds in our urbarr

bushlands, through'escaping' from

glrdens. Plants ftom areas elsewhere tn

Australia or overseas thAt have clinrates

sinilar to that of Perth night seem to

have low environmental costs, because

they need little watering or fertilising;

but these are the very species most

l ikely ro escrpe aud grow prol i f ic.r l ly in

bushland, displacing local plancs.

Sustainability is not only aboul

nrinimising environmental costs, but

also about maxillising environrnelttal

bene6ts. Parks and gardens should play

a major role in helping to conserve our

plants and animals. How well they do

this will depend chiefly on the plant

species they contain.The species of most

environnental benefit are those that

have conservation value in their own

right. or l  r ich a'soci.rted :rninral l i fc.
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l l l \ r l r - l
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Pholo B,r / rs d 6r / l  W. i ls icALlv l

Below lef t  Df !  s  )  r rs (Ho7r ' . r  rLr tq,  ,s)

! r  a  / , ' s  a r r (  e l l r . r d r c , . i  L s r ' i ' j , ' - o  r r I a a l e r r !

, !  t h . t  a n  t  c  s l  \  r r i r r  D i r  r t r  S c . t r t r

B o t t o m  l e f t L  L  D ' t

s a l , / D r c . r  I ' , l r s h  L J  r l  i a L r r a , , , s a r  s , r r t l L

Pl ja los \4al .  Lot  i  nt  ] |

rrrr lcr ! l rcnr prrxidcs .trr ct l i rotrtrrcrtt

r , ' r  l i r r r ; i  . r r r J  ' r r l l  r r r , ' r c  . 1 r 1 . r r "  , r i

i rrrcct. ls ucl l  i r \  () thct r lDir l t . t ls. such ., .

l r z , r r L [ .  F t r ' r r r  r r ,  r  i t , r l  t , ,  t l t e  . , , ' ] , " - r .  i l r

rccvcl irrr{ rruo ictrts xr)d i l l  t i )r ' rrr ir l r- t

| l rrrtr .r l l lv bcrrct ici i r l  ussoci:rt iorts rvir l t

drc nrots ol rulrtv pl. tnts

As  r r c l l  r s  bc inq  bcnc t i c i r l  t o  t hc

crt i lonrucrrt.  locrl  phrrts ulc dcsinblc t irr

u'hlr thcy r.rn tci lah Lls- I i r lc uitrrt  rrr

lcern. or rr.r tr !  ott t  c]r i l lcrt  to lc.rrrr.  :rbour

l l trrrr ' . locit ]  pl l tnts lrc thc orrc\ !o gr1)\\ :

Firrd orrt  l l rorrr vrtrr Iocrl  spccics. rvhlrr

runrl l  f icto: s iufhrcrrcc thcu r l ist l i t r tr t ior r.

NJrirt  pl lr ts lss()ci.r tc toLlcthcl.  \ \hrt

crcrlulct l l )c\ '  \uPPort r lrrd l torr.Thcsc

lclrninu crpcr- icrtces a. lr)rrot bc dcr- ir0(l
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Public and private lands
Local  p l lnts r r ! 'o i l i l l l lc  f i r t  t tsc ot t

both public rurci privrrc l :rrrr ls I iu'c luc

to nlililll.lin. ()r lcsloIc, l)crthls biologicll

richnc'ss, rvc nrLrst nrlkc rrsc ofoLtr rrrcc'Ir

s1lrccs lnd grldcrrs to suppJcrrtcrtc otu'

bushl;rnds. This is cpcciel ly irrrpor-t l trc

rvhc'rc thc grc'cn sprccs lot:l corridors

of hel: i f t t  l i rkirrg bushhrtcl l rcls. Thcst '
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