




urvival is tough for a turtle. The

hatchlings have an extremelY high

mortaliry rate, falling victinl to natuml

predators such as birds and fish and,
\incr rhe 195(ls. the European fox. Ir is

estimated that only about one in 1,000

hatchling reach sexual rna riry at 20

to 40 years of age.

Juvenile and adult turtles must also

dodge n.rany physical dangers. They

Irray become entangled in nets and

drown, get strangled by rubbish or hrt

by boats.Tirrtles are killed for meat and

lerther rrrd their cggs are taken for

food and aphrodisiacs
It is important to ensure that Western

Australia\ turtle species do not begln to

disappear,like so many other populations

around the world. So an ambitious

new Statewide apProach to turtle

conservation has been formulated by the

Department of Conservation and Land

Managenent (CALM) h cooPeratiorl

with non-governDlent organisatlolls.
Tirrtle tagging and other forms of

rnonitoring hrvc bccn going on in

nost known turtle nesting arcas in WA

since 1986,largely due to the efforts of

CALM wildlife researcher Bob Prince

and the tireless work of countless

volunteers across the northern half of

the State who have assisted hin.

Dtrring the collrse of the 17 Year

program, thousands of turtles have

beeu tagged. However. with this

work-and the greater awareness about

the status of narine turtles that it has

generated-has come the realisation

that even more needs to be done.

Changes are under way that foclrs

on developit'tg a CAlM-accredited

turt le tagging training progranl '  a

comnrunity-based turt le nesting

monitoring progran and the

developnent of a TAFE-accredited

turtle €luide training coutse

Left A rare day lght appearance bY a
nest ng hawksbil  turt le is witnessed by
Pilbara ranger in-charge Geoff Kregor,
regional ecologist Peter Kendr ck and
CALIV volunteers Sue N,4cDonald and Anna
Vitenbergs, on Rosemary lsland Ln the
Dar.pier ArchiPelago
Phota Rochelle Mutlan

AboveThe ghost crab, one ol manJ/
predators, scurr es ln to feast on a
l ' a roack  ha t ch l  r g  a .  l emP 'ges  I r om l 5
nest, on Cowrie Beach, Munda Station
east of Karratha
Phola l\,4arcy Nicholas

Population pressures
'While 

there are five sPecies of

marine tr.rrtles in WA, only four nest on

north westcrn beaches Loggerhead

turtles are endangered, whereas green,

hawksbil l and flatback turtles are

considered to be vulnerable The larger

leatherback turtle is ao ocean-dwelling

species and is not known to nest on

WA beaches.
The turtle tagging and monitoring

programs undertaken around WA since

1986 have provided valuable

information about migration paths

Green turtles, for exanple, were found

to travel nany thousands ofkilonletres,

fiom the North West Shelf to the Gulf

of Carpentaria and Indonesia. Other

Prcvious page
Flatback turi  e hatchl ings reach the ocean
Photo - Jiri Lochman

Left During mid season tor nesting
l latbacks, a laying fernale with a shark bite
in i ts shel l  dwarfs a i latback hatchl ng

try ng to f lnd i ts way to the water
PhaLo Margy Nichalas
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prorectcd frorl  thc inlprcts of fbxes,

vchicles, visi tols lnd proposeci

devclopment, as rvell ;Ls providing long-

ternl nrorl i tor ing infor nrl t ion about

drc herl th ofthe brccci i t tg Poptl l :r t ion.
Comnrr.[rity volunlccrs are t]re key to

the srlccess of the ProgriLnl itncl. Nrdl

contiDued fundin!! through t lrc Naturr l

Heritrge Trusr (NHT) rnd WWF, the

prograu looks likc bcing arould fbr a

lolrg t i l r lc ' to colnc.

Other effotts
Another issue is fbur rvhcel drivcs

on nestinq l :etchcs. Vchicles discr:rb

nesting t i ' tnxles, conlprcss nests and

crea!e r l l ts thaf hacchl i l lgs arc urr lble to

cross, directir'tg thcnl ilollg rather dlln

down rhe belch.

In protecting l sigtrificant flarb:rck

turtle rookcry oD it:i Point S:urPson

port lcase, l\obe l\iver Irott Associates

targeted four-rvhccl-drivcs. Whcn

qcneral rnaneqer of opcretions I)rr l

Tenrrdi 6rst srw thc llestil)g ttlrrlcs oD

tsclh Uclch, rvrt l r  ibtrr-rvhtcl-dl ivc

tracks weavinq alrrol lg thel l l ,  he

ordered the inrmedirtc closurc of thc

bcach to vehicles. Withitr hours, the

four-whecl-drive cnrry hed bcen

sealed off rvith botrldcrs-a courageous

decision consider ing dre bclch\
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populer ity with loc:tl 6shers and clivcrs.

I)cdicrted tur r lc volt tntccr Anl icl i l

Hartnett hls lrcclr a! thc fbrefro:rt  ol '

lurt le I1lorr i tol  i r1! l  i l td protccrion l t  the

llells llcrch rookely. L:rst year, Ange)a

rvon r hotly coltestcd position on the

Elrthrvatch Global ErnPloYcc

Fcllo*,shiP Progr;rIn. Shc u'rs otlc of 2'l

intcrnational clclegltes chosert to leern

fronr leacl i l rg scicntists in drc

cDvirotr lncl l tr l  6eld of their i t t tcrcsc

Afier trvo rveeks lvi th ncsting

rrrr lcs in Mrlaysix, shc lelrnt how lo

ro l l ec t  u . c l i r l  s i i ( r r l r i i i  d i r r i .  \ . l s  t . l l t g l ) t

ski l ls on interrct i t tg rvi th t t tr t lcs rvhi le

Drini |r isir t l l  cl istulblt tce, i l ld how !o

nurtule ptrbl ic knorvlcdge lnd

involvernent. lt rv:rs the first srep itr a

bigger process rhat has broughr in 30

volunte!^rs frout the nearby Wickham

conrrnurri ty to nrorr i tor and prctcct thc

13ells Bcach rookery.

''Lrsr vcrr. pcoplc drovc .rll ovcr dtc

bc.rch s'illy-nill,r', sidroLrt control. Notv

the conrurLrnitv is Jrvrre thcrc rrt nrrtlt

o fic bc.rch xnd tlrxt by dr;virrg on thc

bc . r . ' r  vo r r  d , . , r rP t  r h ( i r  t r r c (d i r r u '

Public awareness
Inforurirg the public abor.rt  t t tr t lc

conservation is rrrother priot i ty of the

Left Hawksl l i l  hatch ngs lost le aga nsi

each othe as ihey f ind their land egsand
scutt le towarcls the sea

Below left  The te l- tale tracks oT nest ng

turt les afe countecl each morn ng Dy
CALM volunteers on des gnated turt e
rnof tor ' ing beaches n norlhern WA

Below A new y hatched hawksl l  l l  tLr-t le
Photas l , ,4atgy Nicholas

trcw !urt lc col lscr vt lron proqranl

Thcre are plens lor r tultlc itrterprcttve

ccrltl'c neir Extnorl!h,;rncl provisiou for

the public to vicw 1]cst in! i  turt les

adjaccnt to the Nilrgl loo Marine

Perk sirnilar to rlre wiy visitors havc

obsclvcd t lrc Mon l lcpos loggerhcrd

rookcry il Queenshrtcl fbr thc hst 20

yexrs, withoLlt intcfcring witb r l le

ncsnn!a t(rrt lcs.

In anothcr positivc stcp,lul cxPlllsion

of r Sti tcwiclc CALM volutrreer

lrr inins proqrrlr l  for thc 2(X)3 {) ' l

scasott hls bc'cn rlade possiblc by an

ircrease in Scatc lnd fedcral funding

thlouglr drc NHT.

Turtle tonrists llso Ireed to l:e

shoNll how to obsclve lrcst ing turt les

rvithout clisturbilrg thcrn, rrld it is hoped

that r hi lahcr p:of i lc '  for Nirrgaloo

belclres rvi l l  hclp to protecr turdes and

give visirors l  quel icy cxperiencc.

Corrrbirrccl \vi th t l lc nrorc l lol ist lc

rpprorch to l t i r t lc nlonitoring and

plotccrion, thc publ ic rvi l l  l rave a

$ r r r r l . ^ v  t t r l r ,  t l ) r '  r t . uJ '  . l l l d  I l l y \ t c r i c \

of thcir locrl  rrrrt les.
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