
.\\,

' wetland of Lake
Joondalup, known

to Abori$inal PeoPle
as 'the lake that

$listens'.
The patk ptovides a
natural haven in the
modern and tapidly
growing suburban 6

areas of Joon$alup
and Wanneroo.
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\/ ellagonga is otre ofeighc regionrl

I p^tks (see 'P.rrks for PeoPle'.
L.,{NDSCOPE, Sulnmer 2000-2001)
within the Perth metropolitan area
nanaged by the Department of

Conservation and Land Management
(CALM). Covering 1.400 hecrares, rt

lies about 20 kilornetres north ofPerth
city and six kilometres from the Indian

Ocean. The park has natural, cultural
and recreational importance.

Its dominant landscape features are
lakes rnd wetlands. Lake Joondalup-
the largest of these water bodies-lies
in the northern half of the Park,
Walluburnup and Beenyup swanps are
in the centre and Lake Goollelal is in

the southernmost part of the park.

Yellagonga was named after the leader

of the Mooro clan of the NYoongar

people, who inhabited the region

north of the Swan River at the time of

European settlemcnt.

Aboriginal histoty
The land now in the park was an

ilnporta t camping area for local
Nyoongar Aboriginal people. It was

used for watering, food gathering, tool
making, hunting, corrcborees and
summer social life.

ln the Aboriginal seasonal cycle of
caflp rnovernents, Yellagonga was an

east-west staging point between the
foothills and the ocean, and a north-

south staging point berlveen Mount
Eliza (Kings Park, Perth) and Moore
River.The location was ideal as a camp
due to its centrality within the Mooro
district, close proxirnity to the ocean

and other lakes, and the abundance of
bush tucker, including waterfowl,
kangaroos and bulrushes (?iplra

specles).
Yelhgonga l\egional Park

continues to be important to Present-
day Nyoongar people. According to

their Dreaming beliefs, Lake Joondalup
was created when the Waugal (rainbow

serpent) went north from the Swan
River underneath Kings Park, and
came up and shaped Lake Monger,
Karrirryup Lake, Lake Joondalup and
Yanchep Lake.

At 6rst, the relationship between
European settlers and the Nyoongar
people was amicable. However, it

seems that both parties erred rn

their assr.rmptions about the othert
relationship with the land.Within two
years, misunderstandings, exacerbated
by langr.rage difficulties, caused the
disintegration of relations between the
two groups, and the indigenous
inhabitants gradually noved off the

lands that had supported them for
millennia. It is likely that Yellagonga\
nephew, Yagan, sought refuge around
Lake Joondalup after he was outlawed
following his attacks on settlers and
their property (which followed an
atcack on Aboriginal people in 1833 by
a senler).

Today, a bronze statue of a
Bibbulmr.rnYorga (woman) can be seen
on the left hand side of steps at the
entrance to Neil Hawkins Park.
'B ibbu l '  means 'b reas t ' ,  hence the

Previaus page
Freshwater paperbark trees at Lake
JOOnoaLUp.
Phato - Marie Lochman

Above left Yel agonga Reglonal Park is a
popular place for var ous recreational
activi t ies.
Phato Michael JaneslCALM

Far left  Ducks and moorhens at Ne l
Hawkins Park.

Left A statlre of a B bbu mun woman and a
dingo denotes the importance of the area
to Nyoongar people.
Photas Rob Olver
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Left  ldh.  Joor ra Jt .  'J  s lonr n t l  '  ^  i1 l '  ,

sun ,
Phalo Marie Lochman

Below far lel t  
- l ' .  

bod dwall ,  ard ookorl
at Lake JoondalLrp.
Phato Rab Olver

B e l o w  l e t t  F r l  d r ' p  o \ e i ' ! d ^ t | " P a r " .
Phola lvlichael JaneslCAL\"4

Walluburnup swamps for parks and

recreation. Over the ensuing 40 ye:trs,

State Planning Authoricies have

gradu:rlly :rcquired the hnds up ro the

presenr plrk boundary, to protecl oPerl

spacc of lrgiott .r l  sigrr i i ic.t t tce for

conservatiort lnd rccreation.

Lakes that glisten
Thc naure Joorrdllup rvas derived

froru the Aboriginel name for thc lake,
Doonda lup .  Doonda lup  n te lns ' the
lake th:rt glisterrs'. While rvalking rlong
Lake Joond:rlup on a sLlnlly, crisP
winter morninq, with the mist risittg
6om its sti l l  waters, it is easy to
understand rvhy nrany visitori are
attractcd ro Yellagong:r l{egiorral [)ark
rhroughout the yelr. The park's
lttractions ranqe fronr well-naintaitre d
gnssed prrkland, extensivc viervs of
open water and associ;rted rvildlifc, to
nature woodland areals- Lakes

Joondalup lrrd Goollc' lal are
particularly striking and crn be
appreciated from many vatrtage points

24 LANDSCoPE

around the park. Arnong these lrc thc
jetty at Neil Harvkins Puk; the popular

l inestone lookout north of the jetry

rvith viervs to the east of Llkc

Joondalup and the Drrl ing l \alge; and

the boardrvrlk lnd lookout offJlmes

Spicrs l)r ive on the south-eastern edge

of Lake Joondalup. Accessibi l i ty has

becn improved bctwecrr the grassed

plrklarrd and the l i trrestone lookout nt

Neil Hawkins Park for peoplc witlr

disabi l i t ies, includirrg those usit ' tg

rvheelchairs.

Neil Harvkins Park, narucd after a

chairnun of the lornrer Metropol i trn

l{egion Planning Authority, oDce

formed part of a stock rollte that was

pioneered in 1854. I$ parkland sctt ing

is corrveniently close to the ceutre of

Joondalup while the' rdjacent natural

feltures of Lake Joondrlup are available

to visitors wishing to rehx itr natural

environments that are relat ively

rundisturbcd. The ntain tecrc'ltiorr area

is locrted bcside Lake Joood;r lupl
rvestern shore, rvhele firnrily picnics,

barbecues, bushrvalking, birdwatching
lnd gcrreral naturc observatiotr can be
enjoyed. Large group acrivities, such rs
outdoor concerts lnd perltorntanccs,
often trke pllce herc iu suuurret. The
less devclopcd Picric Covc Plrk :urd
lleenyup l)lrk rrc atrrlcrive to smell
groups opting for lcss activc'pursuils

l)ual-use (rvrlk rnd cycle) prths
lnd trvo her itage prths ellorv visitors to
cxplorc Yellagonga l\egiolal Park. The
Lakc Joondahrp Trail is r 27 kilorrretrc,
self-guided rvalk or drive trail that
traces drc dcvelopment of Wanncroo
around Lakc Joondalup. Thc Yabcroo
l3udjara Hcrir;rgc Trail is r 2x
kilonetre track rhat l inks Lakc

Joond:rlup wirh Yanchep Natiorral
Plrk, via Nccrabup Nation:rl Plrk,
highlightiuu featurcs of both local
Aboriginrl and rrorr-Aboriginal
cultural significlncc'. Over dte plst
rhrcc years CALM, iD conjunctiorl
rvith drc cit ies of Joo:rd;rlup and
'Wanncroo, has installed six kilouretres
of biturucn dual-usc' paths errd
r.rpgracled six kilornetres of liurestonc
pachs ol this trail.

Plants and animals
Thc vegetariotr conrnrrnit ies of

Yellagong;r l\egiolrl Park rre highly

signi6carrt, ls thcy represcl l t  t l lose oncc

lvidcspreld on drc (trow rrrost ly

cleared) Slvarr Co;rsral Plairr. Jarrah,
nrarri and batrksia lvoodhnds grorv on

the uplrnd areas artd rror.rnd the

rvetlands, lvith open forests of tulrt,
jrrrah end nrarri clscrvherc

Thc park is not just :l haven for

pcople. Lake Joond:rlup is of national

significlncc rnd is on the l{c'gister of

thc N:rt ion:r l  E\t.r tc..r  l i \ t , locuttt , :nr ing

places of natural lnd cultural hcritage

that need to be kept for fr.rtr,rre
generatiorls. The wethnds rre
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