
rlr

O)I)OIFJ'
tr
V/elpluK



he  l ) an rp ie l  A : ch ipchgo  l i c s

rvithi l  l  -15-ki lonrct lc rudius oF

clrc torvn of l)rnlpicr'. Sirrrrtcd irt the

t 'astcrn end of ln cxtensivc chl in of

srr l l l  coastl l  is l l rcls bctrvcc'n Exrrrouth

end l)ernpier, i r  is onc of thc r lraUot'

ph,vsicrl  f i 'arrrrcs ofthc l) i lblm colst.

Thc .12 isl l lc ls, islcrs rncl rocks

l, i thiu t l)c elchipchgo bcclnrc
renrn:lDt drv lancl rvhcl scl lcvcls fel l
6.000 to S.0()0 ycin tqo. Tlrc'  srnel l

orrtcl  isl lnds, such es Mil lcrs l{ock ancl
Nclsorr l{ock, l ld thc hrscr ishnds rn

thc north of tht '  rrc-)r ipehgo, such as
Kcndrcl, .  l l r iglcl icr.  Lcgcrrdrc ancl
I)cl lrrbrc, lrrc corrrposcd of

l i rrrcsconc-fbrnrcc{ irr  t trc lest nri l l iorr

yce rs  du r i ns  t hc  l ) l c i s roce r re  o r

Holoccrrc cpochs-rl ' i th fr irrgirrg

intt'rticl;rJ plltforrrrs arrcl corll leefis.
Thcsc isl l lc ls, u-ountl  the scerverd

ntlrgitr  of rhc' :rrchipclago. lrc
corrsol idercrl  tr 'nrDlnts of cotstal cl l lnc
svstcnrs f iorr t i rucs of lorver-sea levcls.

Thc inncl id:rnrls :rnd thc l lurrup

l)cninsr.r l l  consist of i lDcicnt Archiern
.rt tcl  I tr ' . r tcIozrr, isD.(,rr\  r({ k ' .  o\ ' .r l i r i r)

irr  pleces by rnorc r!^cclt  slutdv
l irncstorres. rogcthcl wirh vrlyir lg

rhickn! 'sscs ofslnd end/or srrvcl rnd
ttt t tcl .  Arrr lzirrgly. nrenv of thc prcscrrt-

cle,v co::r l  :  cct i  of r lrc l) l rrrprcr

Alchipel lgo consist of :r  l iv ing vcnccr

of corl ls on rcl ic l) leistocene rccf- i .

Thcse inner islands rcst 'nrblc thc hi l ls
of rhc adj;rccnt nrl inland. Mosr alt '

stccl'r, ruggccl lncl sparsely vcgetrtccl.

rvirlr coast:rl clifls end stccp pilcs of
rccks scparitcd by vl l lcys, belches rnd

constal si  r  )  clp I ir  i11s.

Use of the area
Shcll  rniddcns, stol)c ' i lctory'  si tcs

end rock ;rrt throughout rhc ishnds sho\\,

tlrlt they hlve bccn usc'tl crtc:rsivclv by
AborigineJ pt 'ople. long bcfblc r ising
scl lcvcls isolatecl coirst l l  pl :r ins end Jri t ts

to crerte rlrc prcsent-d:ry lrr-hipcllgo
Togcthcl \\'ith thc llurrup l)cninsule. tlrc

arc-hipehgo is ont' ofthc richcst sjtcs lbr
prchistoric rock cngr;rvirtn itr thc rvorlcl,
rvi th nrorc thtrr lO,O00 Aboriginrl

cng:nvings in nrorc thln 500 rccorclcr l

si tcs. Locel Aborisin: l l  colt) l t)Ltnir ics

coDlinl lc to hurrt l rrr l  f is lr  i rr  rhc'rcgion.

Maln BLr f lp Pen nsl a afc N cko Bay
Phola David Betttnt
Insets from left  A spectacr a ieathe sta
seclfes a iootho (]  on co-a t nreasLr ng
d  t " - o r  l i  J w a , , . r '  a r ' . |  .  . , r
b i od  ve rs  t y
Phalas Clay & ycelWA l,4useLtn)

L e f t  o p d l  d l J  t  a d  a .  P  l  o . . a t . .

inside a| l  oyste shel
Phota Jiu Lachman

Below left Do ph n s and
Phola David Bettni

An iutr iguirrg I)urch Elst Incl ia

Couparry chalt of 1628 shorvs thc
I)rnrpicr A: chipelaeo, lrut Etrgl ishur:rn
Wil l ie:r l )aupicr nrrclc drc f lrst

rccorclccl Europeln visir lbolrcl  rhc
Cliqr.t  in l6f i f l .  Hc rcttrrncd i l l  l (r99
on thc Ro.[,rr '&, : lnchorinu ofF Endcr-by

Isl lrrd or 3l Ausrrst.  ()n I  Scptcrrrbcr,
l)rnrpicr larrclccl or ln isl lnd th:rt  hc
naruccl ' l \oscnrlrv'  duc ro thc prcsclcc

of l  p)rnr *ret rcnrirrclcd hiur of that
hcrb.

Fr1' l lch r l lv iqrtor St Al loulrn uotccl
' l {osentlry Isleud' rvlr i lc sl i l ing frour
North Wcst C)apc ro Tirrror irr  1722,

but cl id not lend In l l l0l ,  Nicolrs
Blrclinls cxpcclition ol) lltc C/d{nrl)/t
nlrnecl thc group of isl lncls l) lnrpicr ' 's

Archipchgo lncl nerncd l  rrunrtrcr of
the isl :rncls eftcr rclorvtrccl Frcrrch
scicrrt ists lnd lclclcnrics (such es MaJus,

Lcgc'ndrc r ncl l )clarrrbrc). Blu<1in's
navigartol issigncd l)rnrpicrt rr lnrc of
' l loscntlry'  

to rrr island I fe\v
ki lonrctrcs nnrth-wcs! of Malus lsl ;rncl.
Horvcvcr, rcselrch hes shon,r thrc
i ) a t t t p i c r l s ' l l o scn r l l y '  \ \ ' i l s  l l n l os !
ccrr;r irr ly Elst Lcrvis Islrnd.

In lUlu, Licrrtcrr:rnr l)hi l ip I) .rker
Kinq on thc ,\ l ' rarr l i r l  nr lcle e nrolc

dctai lcci sulvcy of rht '  archipcl lgo,
l l rr i t tg Endcrby, ( i idlcy. Lcw,is lncl thc
Irt te'rcoulsc ishrrds lncl Nickol Bey. In
I1J51 ,  L i cu t cn l r r c  Hc lpn r : r n  no t cd
"Nurttcrous f icsh nativc footrn:rrks orr

thc bcach" lrrcl  thlr:c srrvcs, bcl icvcd ro
bc of car- ly lvhelcrs, orr Enclerby ls):rnd.

Tlrc f irst Europclns to !-\plorc tbc
i r r l u r rd  l ' i l b . r r ' . r  . l r l i \ cd  r ) r  t l ) c  D , ' 4y ' r i l r .

undcl d1c )cedcrsJrip of Survcyor F T
G lego ry  i n  I u ( r1 .  Thcv  hnc l cd  a t
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)LIt PUnoiI il-rrr]tjido sluoLln^tlol

i(c1 irrlr:t sr[:q.rr qrtcldtrrnrl ssi]otcl ol

Prrrlsl srlfr!! lro PJ(lsrlclrlls.) st.\\ tlorltls

.eur1r:r1.\ c '-la 
l ot ols l tuo.rJ oOD L

PLm Ola I rria.\\1.c1 l\r.\\-qlloll .ql

ur ri.rr -eurl.rrrd rol'rl(l ilLIt $.\\ iijtsst(l

urrog Stttilg -oiir:lrrLqrly .rrrrlttn:11

Jrlt ul trmPrrnqu r.rr.rr s11:rqsl.rtrcl

Irqt P ou ,\.roni.ri) l98l lrl sr[rtl.\\

l)rrr rrnlt silt.lut r11.rt1s1.rtrcl ,rt1 s1y111.11
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0JJCI J,\rrl s.rilll.\\ loJrulPl:

\tr put oh^rl,rclILlriV rrrclntt'11 .r111
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pLn: rairr trltr.rit)l-d11.unfl rrldttrt(l

irp ul p.ruurld .ir srulloP -lo srloll[Icl

ql:o,u suorsrttcls:r -rofr:ttr .rlqtlng
't-r:rfo.r.1 sr9,11:qq ls.1{\ LIr-roN s r(,irrrIE

.rprspooA\ ic1 s.r,l.rrs.r-r sui iioLIsI,Io

isu.rLlrttrr Jrl] -lo lu)Lrrdolr^irP atll
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ot iu\\Jsllul |.{q pr(rrol tliirci osllr r,\llll

sPLr|lsr ilsjllo-r,ralol lstlS ptrt Jsrllol-lalLIl
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rrou:npo.rc{ prrtr troltu.r()ld\J'sif ,rI { )i ol
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rrr (lll.l oslI sr r]i,rl J(ll iJLIr:liodttlt
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.ra^\ol irLll PtIt PtInoq Pllrltui)l^l Ir()
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Dampier Archipelago Today, norwest
snapper, ser perch, threadfin bream and
groper are commercially 6shed here.
One of !7A's smaller pnwn trawl
fisheries, for the banana prawn, is based
in Nickol Bay, and a cultured Pearling
industry now flourishes in the lrea.

Conservation values
The Dampier Archipelago is an

area of exceptional natural beaury,
abundant natural diversity and
significant Aborigiual and EuroPean
cultural values. There are extensive
local recreational 6shing, diving and

shell collecting activities. Charter boats
cater for visitors and the arihipelago
could potentially attract increasing
nunlbers of tourists. Significant
Aboriginal lock art sites occur on
many of the rock-pile islands, as well

as on the BurruP Peninsula. Some
islands support the only remaining
populations of plants and animals that
have disappeared from the mrinland
and, thus, have very high conservation
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values. Scveral of the beaches are

inrportant nesting siles for hawksbill,

flatblck and green turtles. More than

40 species of shorebirds ard migratory

waders use the saltnlarshes, mxngrovcs,

extensive nludflats and intertidal reefs,

and some ofthe small, outer islands and

rocks support large seabird colonies.

There are about 70 species of

whales and dolphins in che worldi

oceaus, and 36 are known to vlYt

Western Austral iat subtropical and

tropical waters. Of these, for.rr baleen

and eight toothed whale (including

five dolphin) species have been

recorded wirhin lhe archipehgo. but i t

is likely that all 36 Indian Ocean

species occasionally visit the area.

The archipelago's diverse geology,

geomorphology, tidal regin.re (large

tides of up to 6.3 metres bathe the

islands) and exposure to currents and

waves supports a large number of

different marine habitrts.These habitats

support Dlrmerous nurine organistns

such as f ish, shel l f ish, crustaceans,

Above Grey rnangroves with a r breathing
roots exposed during low t de.
Phato Marie Lochman

Above left Nest ng brown booby

Left A lemale green iLrrt le returns to the
ocean arler egg ay ng
Pholas Alex SleffelLochman
Transparencies

corals, sponges, sei stars, sea urchins and
other invertebrates.

The Dalupicr Archipc'lngo lslands
Maragenrent Plan (1990) contained ir

recoD nendadoD that the waters of the
archipclago should be considcred for
reservation as a Dlarinc park. ln 1994,
the Marine Parks rnd l leserves
Selection Working Group Re port
recoilmendcd that thc watcrs of thc
Danrpier Archipclago, excluding the
inner portion of Mernraid Sound and
the ftrnctioml area of thc porl, should
be considered as a rcserve. Currently, the

Cape Prcstorr to Dampier Archipehgo
region has bcen identified for proposed
nlarine reserve status and the proposed
Denpier Archipelago-Cape Preston
narine coiservalion reserve wil l
hopefully be established by 2005.

New lesearch
The Dampier Archipelago is a key

con-rponent of the nearshore martne
ecosystems of the North lgest Shell
While they were known to be diverse,
rhe nrarine plants and animals of the
archipelago had never been
documented in detail. In 1998,
Woodside Energy end the Western
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sites werc north of Legendre and

Delambre islands.

The first signi{icant collection of

sponges evet nlade fronl 
:h"

archipelago incre:rsed the number

known there from l'l to 275 species'

rnany of wbich werc llew SPon€les

werc rccorded in large nun]bers fronl

channels and stmits and off islands tn

areas wherc there was good currcnt

flow Throughout the archiPehgo, a

firre-scale mosaic of species-rich rnd

species-Poor aleas is aPParent '

Wondcrftr l ly r ich 'pongr glrdcrs irr

these waters act as'hotels'  for I  rvidc

variety of other aninlals A l l teat

diversiry of rnolluscs occtlts in the

archipelago, including the lalgest

nrrr inc sttrt l .  chr gi.rnr conch (Syrirrr

arlatttrr), atd ole of the rarest bivalve

nrolluscs in the world, the watering pot

shell (Brcrlritc.s n4irifuus austtalis)'

Exhibitions and more

Exhibirions hlve been oPcned at

the !7A Musetun in Perth and at the

Woodside Visitors' Centre on Burrup

Peninsula. An educlt ional video, Orx'

Bartyard, rvas Produccd with the

support of the l)ePartment of

Educrrion, thc Curriculunt Counci l  of
'Wcstern 

Austnlia and the two high

schools in the region. The

docunrentary, Lill ot thc Eclge - Dorrttt

Urtdcr-so far distr ibuted to eight

courtries and vicwed by nore than 40

rnillion peoplc-lvas screened recetrtly

on television throughout regional WA-

LeftTlre beaut fLl l  ancl d verse sponge

gafdens of the waters of the Damplef

Archlpelago

Below left  A translucent prawn ls wel

camoullaged from its Predators
Phalas - Clay BrYcelWA Museum

A dedicated rvcbsitc, radio interviews,

articles in magazines alld newspApers'

and trlks rnd lecturcs by scicntists hrve

also publicised thc prqc'ct rvidely Tbc

WA Museum has reccutlY Produccd a

rrrajor scicntilic report on the findinfF

arld a further two rePorrs rvill be

published in 2{X)'l

ln 2001, thc lchievcmetlts of thc

WA Muser.un-Woodside Erlcrgy

prrtlrcrsbip were recosliscd through

thc awrrd of r Golden Gecko for

environmentrl excellcnce Thc awards,

coordinltcd by the I)eplrtrrcut of

MiDerrl  and Pctroleutrr l l .esources'

prortrore .rrrd ct l(ouriqr Jdvi lDccs i l l

envircnnleDml l'narlagenlcnt and

rehabil i tat ion io the tnining and

petroleunr industies lD Augprst 2i)03,

tlre plrtnership also won thc prestigiotts

City of SydneY OPen Award in the

Austral i ln Busincss Arts Prrtnership

(AbaF) Awards, which honoun

excePtional pat tnerships between

busitress and arts orgltrisetions that have

dcmonstrrted vision, lcadership and

conurihient to developing alliances

benvcen the arts and business'

But, morc imPortantlY, the

Woodqidc. WA Mtl.eurrr pJrlr ler\ l l ip i \

providtng tr:r iqtrc blsel i t tc i tr forl t ' rr ion

on thc rrArinc biodivcrsitY of the

I)rntpier Archipehgo t lr .rr rvi l l  frci l i rr te

sound environnlental llranagement to

naintain this biodiversity for future

genetatlons.

Diana Jones is Curator of CrL.lstacea at

the WA N/luseurn. She can be contacted

on (08) 9427 2700 or bY emall
(diana.iones@museum wa gov au)

Our Backyard aft Li[e on the Edge

Down lJnder arc a\/allable through the

Wesiern Austral lan Museum Bookshop

Emall:  bookshoP@museum wa govau

52 LANDSCoPE



g !tdolsdN\r'l

't1

?iit
t.

a:-
,

v I -V
'v' 

or C
]LaLLralruLrefl pLrPl pLrE tlt) l!r,la:^Litl

- lc

lntr ns!. a I rlllri r\Ir,'r'i lll .rs_D[ln rnlPN I s A

:^/.,1 pa rLl];rPlLrtt,rl aa ] taa] ln.l
r lr L i | . I I

.t!.,..
. al

s ) u a I ! o ) a Li I I t-) ) i e tl L) ̂l I Ll li | ) r'd a. | € | t -' I e LLt i V

illff !L! I NSs o

v M a Fullulrd
,i C . ssordord

't I I I o

salrlnbue uolldlrrsqns
.r r(i 6

arrll t\ trl]q:rll )l rls: tullo{re!l
llP rloag |fPrt .r d ,(qdertolreC

r;ar,l rt) !E,r rlazl o9 uollerlsnlll

L\ i r'. r: l
.ls.trl| ')f:r ftr:N -rtll rc! st\i

l r,..rv '{!L'll Iuolpnpord pue uttseo
,,^,r o. I / r,i /\ r'r.

Lrr.sair!ss [] !;11'rf lro I r,r:ltir a] Lr/,n)i
ac!^pe lec!uqrel/clJnuelcS

,';iL , ,)t/1 r,.L L,r L ! srolpo tullnqtruoC
L ljnn..j I illtu

!Lil,rc rr.,:r!!111 r ,' r r!J srolp3
Jll lr.r,l:)1 r l rt ro]tpa a^llncox3

'1rl'qsoS tr.to,rg

sc +up upqi n

'r1snq rttrrr q;^no11

po-loDuEpuf

l-tt](l rrrr.luW il:fl u.llnf

)l-rBd ai n +Poj

'tllt-uslry-lo suorluj prnr s1.ur11 s:r1Sr:3
'p1no5 trqof-1o ,i.rotq ,(.n:urp.ror:-uxg irlf :uuW pll .rql

)rllqroll-l() sr.r()LIs irll Lro qlll)lr.\\ :ijjpi s,lrrrr:1 5rro1r: .r1r1

s ! "rB ru )loo B

,ro+]ol s,_ro] p: ltuB s_lolnq -1+uoJ

(

ul:rlr.rtsllv

/\+ s-ro^ porq

a9

LI

Bt

',iu11

'qttlrfu,m')-{o i.lrLIq ;)rlt rrr prllr1[rrq :rtr.rr.rd rro

I:-rr;^orr:D p rrtr:i.lql r l]:)lorcl ot Strrcll.Tqi,m s_li)luilll

,ilIl ltulrto.]

.;o rlno.rir- y

#l

srEInFeu

-pi)u.tri)irlt su prtsrl r.rt] ]l:ql sillr,lciirtia,\ol
ujits.r^\ Srrrzrtlrr ill] -lo ,ruros tr lool ,risolr u rilt .)A\

uo]]oDio+ ino selpjqe]-lo^ur pouo]€e]qI 9S

'.!,

odBOSpuE oq] u drlrlq B +snllou sl rH Dur-taul eqfts




