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lcrr ing nativc veget:t t ion for

agriculture in thc \Juestern

Australiln Whcarbelt hls rcsulted tn

the rc'nroval of uorc than 90 per cent

of the originrl native vc€letation rnd

the cxtensive fragrnentation of rhe

Wheatbeltt natural c'cosysterns. Early

sctders extcusivcly clearcd the land

considered best for agriculture and,

today, only fragmcnced reurnants of

the original vegeration arc left. Often,

thcse reDrnants are restricted to rocky

ourcrops on r idges and hilhops that arc

unsr.r i table for cropping. Travel l ing

iorth froDl CarnrDrah on the

Carnamah-Pcrcnjor i  road, stands ofthc

original vegccation can sdl l  be seen on

the cresrs and slopes of the Itrcring
Hills.

The Ineling Hills System
The vcgctat iol coverinq the

Incring Hil ls Systcur carr be dcscribed

as a col lecriorr ofphnt asscrrrblages that

vary acloss thc laDdscape dcpending on

thc geology rud topography of ttre

lrnd. Turrnr;L (Allofistdti,n ra tp$ltis)

scrr.rb is foutrd in arels of chert and
gmnite; r lnrnrl  thicket rvi th scattercd
jan (Atacia taunitnla) a:od rock shcoak

(Allo ltl:rituI huqqdionr) srorvs irt ateas

of brorvrr slndy loalu oveL stony rnd

lateri t ic suururi ts lnd slopcs; trr ixcd

,4r-arl,r lo*, rvoodland is found on

red/brnrvn sancly lorrl over grarritc on

sunrnri ts and slopes; tangl ing mell lcuc;t

(Mclalurca cardiophylla) thicket with

scatrered York !:Lun (Ercalypttts

loxophleba) and srlnron gum (Errralyprrr.r

salntrcphl ' , in) grows i t t  arcrs ofgrart i tc

on rhe lower slopes and foothills; and

York p;r.rm rvoodland occurs on dre clay

loam of the foorhills.

The Inering Hil ls are horrrc to rhe

prostrate flamc' flower (C/rori.-ctlta

irrrari lc) rnd t l te Crrtr.rrrnlr Jr:tr lrqtr in

bell (Datu,itia sp. Carnamah), both of

which are gazettcd as'rare' under the

Wildl i fe Conservatiot ' t  Act. Several

plant species thrt ilrc listed as prioriry

spccies for conservation arc also known

to occr.rr ilr the area. The undescribed
\pccrcs Srrolt: id 'p. l)row.rk.r Sprirrg.\ i '
i l  oucd of l irrthcr survey to , ' l lr i fr irs
st:rtrrs .rrrd tJxononry, t l lc wJttlc ,4,,14id
nodiflora is very restricted itr its
distribution and the York gtnn nancy
(Wnubca drununonrlir) is securc but
rcqr.rires nronitoring for possible
changcs in its strtus. In SePternber
2(XX), the uniqueness of the plant
asscmbl;rges growing on the Inering
Hills Systcrn was fort'ually recogrised
rvhen they were listed as a vulnerable
threatcned ccological comruuniry An
ecological corurnuniry is r neturally
occurring biological assernblagc that
occurs irr .r p.rrcicrrlrr rype of h.rbirrt
and a sct of criteri l have been
developed by the l)eparttnent of
Conservation and Land Management\
(CALM) WA ThreateDed Species and
Comrnunities Unit (WATSCU) to
assess the lcvel of threat co these
comnunitics (see L4NDSCOPE,
Spring 2001).
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