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Inver lebro les  o re  lhe  poor  re lo t ions  when i l

comes lo  o l loco l ing  lesoutces  to l  conservo l ion .

A c lose  look  o f  some lh reo lened Wes lern  Aus l ro l iqn

spec ies  reveo ls  os lon ish ing  ond vor ied  l i fes ly les  ond

odopto l ions-ond lho l  much more  sc ien l i f i c  s ludy  is

needed lo  p reven l  mony spec ies  f rom becoming ex l inc l .
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Subterranean invertebrates
Wholc cornrnr.rnit ies of lnr lzi trg

lilte fornrs sulvivc bcrrcath rhe glound

in courplete cl lrkless. Aninrl ls t l r l t  Lve

undersround rncl ue tot l l ly adaptcd to

l i fc irr  thc chrk lrc c:r l led troglobires.

Thc,v leck firnctiolll c,vcs nncl havc

tusurl ly lost al l  thcir body pigment,

lprpeuing rvhitc or tr lnsLrcent. Thc

terrns rroglobire or ooglof lunl lrc

rrsul l ly rtstr icred to rerrestr- i i r l  spccics,

s  hu r . . r r  , i i t t t t l . r r  l t t t t t r t . t l '  t l t , t t  l t r t  i t l
groundu'ett'r lr-e knorvrr ns st,vgobitcs

or srygofiuru

WA hr. Lrlge irrr.r \  (r l-kirr\ l - lclr ,r ir)

l,ith spcci;rl l;rudfornrs lncl clminagc'

chlr lctt ' r ist ics duc co t lre grelter

solLrbi l i ty of cert:r in rocks (notlbly

carbonetc' rocks such ls l inrcslonc,

dolornitc or nr:rgresitc) in nltunl rvltctr.

Iu klrst hrrclscepcs, cevcs ertcl  odreL

ulclcrgrounci c:rvitics rerclily clc'velop

cluc to w;rter inf i l t r i rr ion lncl

r lrovcn)cnl.  ( loDscqr.rently, they ofcen

contai l  trogJobite l i f ! .  K:rrsts l lso of ien

sLrpporr lrrge nrrtrrbers of locl l iscd

spccics of tcrrestr ir l  urolhrscs. Thc'

NLrl lartror rcsion is the hrgest klrst

lrcl  in thc s,orld. Othcl signif iclnt

klrsts occur_ on thc N*orth West Cape

pcl insr.r l l  ( i rrcluding Cepc l letrge), lc

lllrrorv Island, ;rt Millstrelnr in rhe

l) i lbrr;L ancl in thc sourhc'r rr l rrd elsrcr rr

Kimbcrlc,v, rvhcrc lncient corel reef,i rrorv

outclop ls Uppcf I)cvol] ien l inrcstol le

ranges-tlre Nlpicq ()scrr arrd rssociltcd

rrnses rnd thc Nirrgbing l \rngc.

Aucient r iverbc'cls rrc l lso

inrport lrrr l inresrone lnt l  calcretc

re'gions in WA. They lre nrostlv fbund
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in rbe aricl  iuterior lnd t lorvcd lvhcrr

t lrc i l i rn.rte , ,v.rs urrrclt  \vsttcr t l l rr)  i t  is

lorv. l \cccnt rcscarch by l)r Phi l

l)l:ryford suggcsts thilt nrany rncicnt

rivers (palaeorivers) florvcd irr vlllcys

carvcci or.rt by gJ:rcie: s irr l)er rniln tirlcs

(benveen 290 arrcl 2-l l i  ur i l l ion ycars

lgo). l{ese;rrclr er tht 'WA Muserrnr lr ls

shorvn that grounclrvrter (rvhctlrcr

f icslr,  brrckish or sr l ine) wirhi l  lhcsc

telturcs supporrs r ich conrnrunicies of

stygofirun;r,  ;urd ther conrnrunit ics rn

cl i f ferent pl l leorivcls uray bc vc:,v

dri i i  lert  6r 'rrr e.r,  l r  .r th er. 5rygol i tr  n.r is

l lso iouncl in grorrnds,l tcr bcnclt lr

r r vc r s  t l r , r t  ' t i i l  r u r t  , r l t c l  hc . r vy  r . r i r t .  i t t

r l r r .  l ' r l be r ' , r  l b r  c r : r r np l c .  , r r r t l  i r t
grorrndrvltcr and sr,rrfirce witcr in cavcs

in dre south-wcst.

While rcseerch inro the St:rte\

subterrancln f iurr l  is ar ln clr lv st lge.

enouqh is knou'n lbout l flrv of thc'

co:n:nunit ic 's lnd species fbr therrr to

hlve been l isled rs thrc:rtcnccl.

Scintillating schizomids
Baua:onns l ld Dlrrr i loidc-r lr  c

srnrl l  spider l ike schizonricls. Tbe

Schizomidl arc :r dist inct group of

ar:rchnids lncl very f-e\v species occrlr l]l

thc southern hcmispher.c'  Fivc specics

of clvc-drvcl l ing schizonrids, rh:rt  l :rck

c1e : . , t r t t l  e1e  s l o t \ . . l l c  l r ou l ) r l  o l l y  i r )

thc cavcs of Clpc ll.enge lnd Barrorv

lsland. All five thrc':ltcncd sclrizonricls

inblbit c;rves on thc Nol rlr Wcsr Cepc

peninsula :rnd onc ofthcnr, thc BrrroN

Islarr<{ ciraculoides (Dr,rat lLt idts

branst,,kcri), probrbly hrs dre urost

cvocativc scicnti t ' - ic rremc of eny

Above BLrncle-a S nkho e forms part of the
karsi La|]dscape of the No-1h West Cape
Karsts oltef sLrpporI cof]fruf t  es oi
th -eatened inver tebr ates
Phalo Petet Kendtrck:CALA,4

invcrtcbrl tc in f i t '  St:rtc. I t  l r ls bc'crr

locitecl in t\\'o c:lvcs on North Wcst

C:rpe' peninsrrh :rrrcl il cllvcs on llarrc\v

Isl:rrrd. Dnr'r1o/r/rr bn,,ksi,  D. . i t l ianuL'
lrcl Balr,i-_orrlrr r/(-\lrarlirlr/-r crch occrlr

i:r ;r sirrglc ceve. lJ. -rr/so/,rrrrr-r rvas found

i:r a l i rncstonc qrrerry. Tbc' l3errorv

Isl l lc l  cl lculoiclcs is vulrrcrablc, s,bi lc

t l tr  .r ther'  . ,  i t iz.rrt t i t l .  , tru rrt t l , tr tscru. l .

Nullarbor spiders
A nunrber of txrglobir ic spi<{crs

inhlbit  cnvcs or thc Null l rbor Pl iuu.

Four species of 7; lr l rrr,-( i rc eacl ' l

rcstlictcd to a si:rslc clve, indicetcd b-v

dreir conrnrorr nrDrcs: thc MulJlrnul lang

ceve spidcr ( ' l :  nutl l i t  ul laulut l i !) ,

thc lVlrrrdoch Sink clvc spicter

(T llrdtrrlrcrr-v-r), tl'rc Nuriul Clvc spiclcr'
(T rrrr l i rcrrr i ,r)  rrrd theThlnrpurrl  Cevc

spidcr '  (T t lntup,uutcnis). Thcy bui ld

broad firnncl-likc' rvebs, rvithin rvhiclr

the spider sits hclcl clol'rr ;rrtcl rtrotiortless

on thc rock wall oithc clvc. It is rhought

thac the rveb lorms n srrlre thrt clltches

rv;rlkiug prey, prob;rbly ar rblopods sr.rch

as bccdcs, cocktorches, cel l t ipedes and

isopods thlt also live in the cevcs

Thc Nulhlbor c;rvc tmpdoor spider
(To,1lplip1rn irrrr,4,r) is fourtd in nvo

cavcs rlorth-crst of Maclula, ancl in a
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- \ ' . . , t r (  r r  ' r r  t l . .  \ ' t .  r r  t  r . r . .  l r l  r l l r .

t i o r r r  Nec r . r l r L rp .  r ) ( ) f t h  ( ) l  l ) e r t h .  t ( )

l l l . r r J r r r . r l r  i r r  t l r e  r oL r t l r  H ( ) \ \ c \ c r .

d ru inq  t l r t  l . r s t  dc r . r t l c .  i t  I t . r '  b . c l

l e t  o r J t J  L rn l r  t i o r r  Ne t r . r bL r f .

W l t i t c r r r , r r  I ) . r  L  . r r . l  t he  I i oon . l oo l l

b u s l r l . r r r l .  l l r r .  r r r t L l l r r r r r - ' i z c , l . , 1 . , .

r i r r r c  t l \ i r r q  n ro rh  h . r t  l r r i qh t  o r . r ngc

h i r r r l s  i r r g t  . u t r l  c l L rL t l t c , l  . t t r t c t r r r . t c .  I  hc

t l i c t  o i _  q r . r ec f i r l  ' r r n r ro th  l , r n . re  i s  r r o t

\ l r e r i i i t , r l l r  L r t o r r t r .  b r t t  su r r t r r o rh  l u r r . t c

i n  qcnc r . r l  f i cd  , r r r  t he  r t r t , l e t r t r r r t t r . l

| . r r \  o i  f l . r r r t \ .  i r r r l L r r l i nq  1 - r J ra l , ' r l , t r r r , r

.rn, l  1-orl ,rrr, /r i r  species 1\4cnrlrcr s ot

t hc \e  t \ \ ( )  f l . l l ) t  g ! r l ( r , l  , l r ' c  t c . t v r t r . r b l r
( ( ) n rn r ( ) r )  ne r r  l ' e l t h . r o  i t  r s  l i ke l r  t h t : L

. r r .  r . t l L r i r e , l  t o  sL rs t . r i r r  q r . r ce t i r l

s L r n r r r o t h  p L r p r r l . r t i o r r s .  A t l L r l t r , r r c

thoL rgh t  r r )  t c c r l  L r r r  t l x r t r ' :
(  l r .rccl ir l  'Lrnnroths .r lc cn.lungcr-c.1

' r ' r  ' l r .  r t i  ' . . 1  l '  r r ' . 1  ' I  r l r r  -  l . r

r r r  l r . r r  J c r c l opn rc r ) t .  ( IALM l r . r t

\ L rppo r f ( ( l  . r  g r . r  t  . r pp l i c . r t i on  b r  t he

\ \ ' t s t e r  n  AL rs t r . r l i . r n  l n r c , . t  S t r r t l r

Sor icrr to 'c,rreh i i rr  .ur. l  r tu.h

popL r l . r t i o r r s  o f  t l r i s  l c r  i s .

*.

Top left I : , ,

, i r l

L , : l  I  I  l  ,

i  r  r ' , , i .  , r r , , i ,

Centre left  !  I  . !rr '  , , ' r  i ,

1 ) t :  I  i , ' . i ,  . i  i  t t \ . ,  l : i ,  . t

Left

i ) ,  ! t , t , L  i  ,  t i t / , / r . , r ,
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