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I  ch i l d re l  u l t o  q re rv  t rP  r t  che

Dryandr:r Forcsl sett lemc'nr in t lre

1940s and 1950s. At the t iure rve had

no idea rve rvere living in a n:tturrlist's

par:rdise. For r ls, the l l lost lDrPortant

thingp rvere to be lble to ride our bikes

fol rniles every rveekeud, to whiz dorvlt

gravel hills rt high speed, to nrake
'cubbics' in huge laterite outcrops rnd

to ext our sandwiches iu a shadY

sheoak glen surror.rnded by lock ferns'

orchids and pink everlastings. It was a

life of frecdom :urd indePendelce that

ferv children norvadaYs enjoY.

I rvas born in 1948, the Youngest of

four children ofJohn (Jack) Curtie, the

senior forester at I)ryandra ftoru 1936

rlntil 1969.To nre, it was aD accepted part

of life to creep through rhe scrub to

glimpse a nulleefowl working its nest-

removing or adding soil to xdjust the

terllperature of the mound, or to ride

up to the fire tower end see a nunbat

scanrpering across the track as we passed'

Ar night, lve rvould watch rvoyhes

coure in to be fed scmPs of bread

by the towerman, and shiver when we

heard the mournful cry of the curlew.

\Vhat was then an exPerlence

enjoyed by only a few of us is now

enjoyed by thousands of visitors each

year-scientists carrying out research,

enthusiastic anlateur natumlists lnd

tourists struck by the beauty and peace

of Dryandrat natural surroundings.

Having improved the conservatloD

status of the woYlie and numbat,

scientists and conservatron mallagers

from the DepartmeDt of Conservation

and Land Management (CALM) are

reintroducing five nore species of rare

marsupials to the woodland. Botanists

recognise the rrea as a unique and rich

remnant of Wheatbelt vegetatioD.

Previous page
Main A hybrid of spiny honeypot
\Dryandra subpinnatifida) with pingle
(Dryandra squarrcsa).
Photo - Patricia GurrY
Inset The original Dryandra cottages
viewed from across the horse paddock,
circa 1937.
Photo - John Curie

Befow left A numbat lMYrmecobius
faciatus) emetginq ftom a hollow
wandoo log.
Photo - Michael and lrene Morcombe

Establishment of Dryandra

The large tracts of land that l:rter

became dre Dryandra Forest lvere

saved fronr being cleared for faruring

by a lucky combinatiot't of econonics,

poison bushes (C,r-vro/obr'rrrrr spp ) and

topography.

In the early 1900s, the bark of the

brcwn nrallet tree (Etcalypus asftittgcns)

rvas found to contain ttp to 60 per cent

of water soluble tannins. This utluable

product was used in the making of

high qr.rality leather. Mallet was ther a

conmoD tree of the central western

Wheatbelt,  but in the ensuing'Mallet

tsark Rush' in 1903 and 1904 i t  was cut

out almost to lhe poiDt of extinction.

The species otrly survived in srrall

pockets of regrowth These were

usually on steep scree slopes beneath

rocky brelk:twnys. olren growing in

association with dense gastrclobium

bushes that werc poisonotls to stock-

These two factots nlade the land

unsuit:rble for farming.

The Forests Act of 1918 created the

Forests Department, which began

ilnplenenting plans to both preserve

the species rnd develoP new

plantat ions of mallet to provide a

sustained yield of bark for local rnd

expo r l  use .  Th i s  i de . r  o f  g row ing

plant,t t iorrr of rrrt ive cncl lypts w.ls. in

rhe 1910s, r snrrrning)y rtcw ir l ic iarive

and one of dre first of its kind in

Australia.

A survey of suitable areas found a

large block of mixed wandoo (E

runadoo), powderbark (E. acccdens) and

mallet country west of Cuballing and

south of Pingelly. An additional block
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t\j
is extremc)y f ire scnsit ivc and,

lccording ro old bushmelt lore, you

could no! cvell boil yorrr billy rvithil I

i l r , r r r r  o f . r  n t . r l l c t  t r . c  w i t ho r r t  k i l l i r r s  i t

Dul ing thc coolcr spri t tg l t l ld lutLl l l ln

llronths, n1y ltathe|$'oultl olgllnise thc

corrtrol lc 'd buttr iug of rvl t ldoo and

porvderblrk arcls st lrrouidi l)g the

rrr l lut to rcdrrcc rh, fLrr l  lo:rd. I  .r tr l i rc

pl. l tcirr ls \ \ ' . ' rr  btr lr led l<.\  l -rcql lr l )dy-

lnrl onlv iu the :lullt11))r, rvlrcn dlere

in thc tr l l  shrubs thec

fo: birds end snal l

tl.;i

' 5 wer'c hrvcns

tnalnrl)als-
Lrter, r leas of \ \ ' lndoo and

porvderb:rrk rverc clearcd tnd nerv

p l . r r r l i r t i o r r .  o l  t t r . t l l c l  r vc r<  ' o r l t t  i r t

their phcc. A hot 6r'e steriliscd dre soil

rnd thc seed rvas sorvu itt the lshbccls

by hud. In al l ,  sorue i i ,(X)0 hectrrc's of

uul lct plantl t iorrs werc esttbl ished

frour 1925 ro 1962

My tifier''s orher jobs included

6ghting bushfires, uliintlinill!! roird\

ald t t lcks, kccping good lclat ions rvith

neighbours ir td tr,vi l rg to contlol Pests
such rs rrbL,its encl fbxes. Hc plarrtccl

soDrc slrral l  experir l tcnt:r l  plots of

siDdrlwood, rvbich lud ol lce occurLcd

rvidely in drc:rrc:I .  Hc l lso supervised

thc operrtions of tlre slu'Irlills in the

dist l ict.
A s.trvlui l l  for thc production of

rvl l ldoo slccPcrs lnd sclnt l i ig (smaller

pieces oft iurbc'r) opcretecl fbr rbout 1(l

yL . l r \  . l t  I ) r \ ' , l r l d r . r . . r r t J  r e t sed  ' , r ' l t c r r  r r

becanre loo dif i lcuk to obrl i l  ski l led

rvorkers-This site is r)o\\ 'd)c Picl l ic:uel
by the old urill d:rrn

ln 1958, the Foresrs l)epertt l tents

il1land trce ntlrserv \!:ls transferred

fronr Kl lgoorl ic to I)rYlndr;r I t

supplied firrltlcrs ancl loc:tl governnteut

trodics *,ith thousands of dry lrcr

euc:r lypts ald othcr secdl i l lgs cvely

yclr.  One of oLrr hol idey jobs rvls ro

Top left Honey Possum (Iarslpes

rostratus)
Photo - Michael and lrene Morcombe

Centre feft A malleefowl lLeiqoa
ocel/ata) tends i ts nesting mound.
Photo - Jiti Lochman

Left Echidna (Iachyglossus aculeatus)
Photo - Michael and lrene Morcombe
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forests. This ch.nge from one

vegetation systen to another gives rise

to an unusLrally high number of plant

species in a small area. More than 800

species have been found at Dryandra

so far. Each different soil rYPe and

terrain supports its own distinctive
group ofplants, and they are uniquely

adapted to survive in the harsh

climate. The many different methods

they use to attract pollinators nake a

fascinating study in itself, showing the

ways the plants and animals have co-

evolved.
One of the main plant families at

Dryandra is the Proteaceae family,

which includes the dryandras, banksias,
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grevil leas, hakeas, isopogons and

petrophiles. Many of these produce

copious amounts of nectar and pollen,

and are an importanr source offood for

birds, insects and many small rnan, nals

Their prickly leaves and dense foliage

provide valuable cover and nesting

sites. The minute honey possum feeds

solely on pollen and nectar, and can

survive at Dryandra because there are

flowering plants Present all year rcund.

Many dryan&a blossoms, such as those

of king dryandra (D, proteoides) , arc

hidden inside the bush, and have a

rnusky smell, which is thought to

attract small mammals.
Memben of the Epacridaceae family,

Left Sandplain poison (Gastro/obium
micrccarpum) is one of the commonest
understorey plants at Dryandra.

Above Pink coneflower (lsoqogon
crithmifolius).
Photos - Peter Foss

like the astrolomas and styphelias,
flower in autumn and winter, making

them higtrly sought after at a time

when there is little other food

available. They have developed another

evolutionary advantage, in having

specialised roots conraining symbioric

fungi.These can extract nutrients from

leaf litter in otherwise nutnent-poor

soils. The sundew (Drosera spp.), of

which there are at least ten species at

Dryandra, form another genus with a

strategy for these soils. They have

specialised leaves that capturc insects to

supplement their diet.
A species not to be missed, but

easily overlooked, is the black

toothbrush grevillea (C. hookeriana). As

the name suggests, it has unusual wiry

black flowers topped with maroon-red

knobs. One of the conrmonest plans

of the Dryandra Woodland is the

sandplain poison b::sh (Castolobiun
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