
Kalbar r i  Nat iona l  Park
Kalbarr i  Nat ional Park,
between Geraldton and
Shark Bay, offers
spectacular deeP
gorges and majest ic
cl i f fs that look out over
the  Ind ian  Ocean.

Above lsland Rock.
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he spectacular scenery of
Kalbarri National Park is the
result of many millions of years

of geological formation. Beneath the

landscape are deep, horizontal bands of

multi-coloured sands, which were
deposited in layers some 400 million
years ago. Over time, the Murchison
River cut magni6cent red-and-white-
banded gorges through the prrk. as iL

carved its way for 80 kilometres to the
Indian Ocean.

The thinly bedded, banded rocks
seen through most of the river gorge

and rt the foot of Red BluIf were

deposited on tidal f lats. Rippled
surfaces can be seen in many places,

such as around Naturet Window The
ripples were forrned by waves moving

over the tidal flats. Sorne beds (such as

on the way down the Z-Bend and rn

overhangs at The Loop) look as if they

have been riddled by plant roots, and
often have a'can ofworms' appearance.
These are actually burrcws left by

worms sheltering in the sand. Tracks
and trails on flat sudaces show where

anilnals crawled across the damp

sedimentary surface (see 'Footprints on

the Sands of Tine', LANDSCOPE,
Winter 1993).

The sedinentary rock formation
found in the gorge and on the coast
is called the Ti:mblagooda sandstone.
Along the coast, wind and wave erosion
has exposed the layers ofthe coastal clifii

that rise more than 100 metres above
the ocean. From Red Bluff, extenstve
views south overlook colourful coastal
limestone and sandstone ledges. There
are scenic sites at Mushroom Rock,
Rainbow Valley, Pot Alley and Eagle

Gorge, ro nan-re but a few

Wildflower wonderland
Kalbrrri is also larnotrs for its

wildflowers, most of which bloom
from late July thlough spring and
into early sulmer. The species-rich
heathlands provide a spectacular floral
display.There are vivid gold and orange
banksias, green and red kangaroo paws,
grevilleas in white, yellow and red,
featherflowers in a variety of colours
and shades, snokebushes, starflowers
and nuny more.
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