




ibs Ward and Victor Lane,

Pintupi and NglluyatJarra

nen fronl ftrburtoll, walk deliberately

akrng the edge ofau ilulnense quartztte

cliff tolvering above il se. of red sand-

drnes. Their eyes scan ahead looking

for the tracks of foxes and dingoes

irrrr.rcrrd to J lrJi l  of l{ l t{o p,r isorl  bl i ts

encilcling the last renlaining colony of

r distinct genelic race of the black-

footed rock-wall:rbY or warru

(Pt t t\\a k' I d t tt d I i s).

Thcse two desert Aboriginal met

folm the fiont-line in I battle to

preveDt lhc exti l lc l iol l  of the tock-

rval labies. This task has brought

togethel staff 6onr the Department of

Conservation aDd Lald Managelnerlt

(CALM), the NgarnYatju ra Land

Managet' trent Unit (NLMU), rhe

Deparhlent of Agriculture and

Macquarie UniversitY to work

.rloug.ide loc.rl Aborigin ,'olr u tltttuties

Of particulrr importance wls the need

to rapidly tLlrn.rouDd the decl ine of

rock-wallabies xnd to get the

population growing again. This would

prevent inbreeding and rlso help ttre

admals lo coPe with unpredictable

events such as drought.

A problem identified
Australian desert nrtmnals have

been deciurated since EuroPean

settlelnent. Eleven spectes are now

extiDct al1d a further 34 arc threatened

in Western Austlrlia. A nuDrber of

diflerent factors have been inrplicrted

in these declines: coDlpetitioll froln

fer:r l  l rrd donrestic herbivore' l r"tbbirs'

sheep and cattle), predAtion by foxes

and cats, chlnges to fire regirrres, and

disease. Data available to analyse the

cruse and effect of manY of these

f:rctors rre typically old and of liurjted

vrlue. [t is probable that lhese factors

worked in synergy, and the relative

influence of each factor depended on

the nunitional, shelter and population

chrracterisiics of elch llammal species

For instance, rl.tive herbivores living

alound rock ortcrops ;tnd salt lakes

were scvrrr ly rrnp.r, ' tcd rrporr by r 'rbbitr

that invaded lnd denuded these

productive hrbitats as they spreed

across Austr;rlil. This, in turn, reduced

the abiliry of such h:rbitats to supPorl

' ize,tble poprrhriort '  of t t i t ive rPecies

and provide refuge during droughts

tverr thorrgh rock-wrl l .bie\

suffered, they wcre one ofthe survivors

of the wave of desert lllanlln.ll

extinctions that followed European

colonisation. Their rocky habitats gave

t l r en l  so t  l l e  p roLec t j on  i l g . l i t l \ t

introduced interlopers, but it was only

tenlporily relief. l)uriug the last 50

yean, desert rock-wallaby popuhtions

have beel whittled away coDtinuously,

largely urnoticed ln a lerv areas, srrch

as Heavitrce Gap in Alice Springs' they

remained cotlspicuously visible, giving

thc ir l lPre:qiot l  t l l . tc rhey were turvivi l lg

successfully thloughout desert areas'

The eminent nrammalogist H H

Finhyson noted, during his fieldwork

in central Australia in 1932-3, that

rock-wallabies werc the most abundant

mannral and described then as
'swarning' in some rockY ranges'

However, by 1961, he observed that

thcr.e lnd besn .r serrous popul:rr ion

decline.

Now-retired CALM researchers

Andrew Burbidge and Phil  Frr l ler

conducted interviews with Aboriginal

people in the 1980s (see 'Vanishing

Desert Dwellers' ,  L,4NDSCOPE,

Previous paEe
Main Lennard Bastion stands as a
sentinel on the northern side of the
Townsend Ridges.
lnset A black-footed rock-wallaby
(Petrogale I atera I i s).

Above lelt Looking west along the
western portion ot the Townsend Ridges:
a baiting trail is visible along the base of
the cliffs.
Photos - David Pearcon

Left Black'footed rock-wallaby.
Photo - Jiri Lochman
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A
c, l r  t i \ \ r . lc  s. r r l r l ) lc  f l ) . r t  fe. l l l \  c \a i t . ,1

l c s e , u c h c r r ,  ! V h c r l  l l l c  t t s s r t c  u

t r r l n u c d .  s t . r i r t c c l  . l t ) d  c \ r l l l ) i l r c d  i r r  l l l c

l : r l r o r r t L r r  r .  i t  u . r s  f i r t r l r t l  r h l t  t l l i r  l r l i l r l . l l

h . rc l  I  I  chr , r r r ro.ot t tc t .  Lrccr t r t tc  ot lc

c,rpr  o i  chrorr totLrr t rc l t t  l l : r i l  f i rsei l

s i t l t  c h t o t t r o v r t t r c  
( )  I l t t r  r r . l s  , t  r t r r

, | | l l , \ r  I  I  I I . . . | | | I I  t l i  l ' , .  r r

r l ronrort, trrts .rr ' t  tr  l t ic.r lh f ' . t i r  t . l  .rr l .1

r l .  ( \ '  1 .  l , t .  l ' l  I  , , 1  , l r r '  l r ' t " ' l  r '  \ \ .

c \ | cc t r r l  ( \ i r r . c  t l t c r  . l i r  i dc  c r  c r r l r

bc t l c cn  t uo  cc l |  , l L r r i r t q  l cP l ra . l t l ( ) l r )
()Ll r tr ,r lc i  I  rr .r '  t l isrrr is 'cd .r '  .r  f lc,rk

irrLl ir  iLlu.r l .

Further discoveries
Sonrc  r r r o t r t h r  l . r t c t .  , t t t o l l r c r  t h t cc

rock  u . r l l ' l b i cs  r r c l e  c \ r t L r r cd  i r l  t l l c

Tixr rrcnJ l \ idgcs. lrr t l  rrhert iVl.r lk

I t r c l . r r e t l  t hc i r  ch ro l t l , r r o t l t e  s : r r l l p l cs  h '

u.rs .rnlrze,, l  t()  \cc lh,r!  t ] lc\c thlcc

irdir l . lul ls \h.u cd c\ lr  t l \  thc \.rrne

ch rL r r r t o ro t r r c  . t t - t . t t t gc t t t c t t !  l t s  5  |

WI r , r t  J i t l  t h i s  uc i l t l  r  l l r o t t l oso t t l c

\ ,,,I

i t r l . l l ) l { c l l l c l l  t r nc l r r ?  Sc \  c r . r l

c\ l)Llnirt iorr\  \ \  arc t l t()Llglt l  1)o\\ iblc
l ' c l h . r p '  t hc  rocL - r r l l l . r t r l c s  i r r  r h ,

T t r r r  r l cn . l  l \ i . l g c :  uc le  l r r l . r i d r

l ' ,ctrr ccrt t \ \  ()  gcrrct lc I  Jacs ()t

l L r c l - r , ,  r l l : r b i cs .  ( ) r r c  p ( ) \ \ c \ s i r r c  l l )

ch ro r r roso tncs  l r r t l  t hc  o t l l c r  l l .

l { r xk  u . r l l ' r b i es  i t t c  k t t t x r t l  t o  h . l v c

r.rr i .r l r lc rrtrnrbcrt oi cl t  t  ott  t txo t l le: ! l l , l r

h :nc  c ro l r cd  . r s  d r c r  l l . nc  sp t c . t d  t r r

ncu h,rbit .r ts,trrt l  l rccottte irohtcd thrl l l

othcr loful. l t iorr\  Tltc bl,rek t ixtt ,  d

r ' ,rck u.r l l . rbics irr thc Wcst I{ ir lbcrlcr

nc.lr  Fitzr l)v ( l lorslng. t i rr  c\r l l l l f lc.. l rc

kno r rn  ! o  l r . r r c  l l l  c l l l o r l l oso lucs . r r l d

t l lo\c in t l)r  r , t trr lcr. t lotrq thc Nor' t l lcr l l

Tcrl  i t()r ' \  bor'clcr lr . trc l l .  Honcr' t t .

t r r i  , r l ' l . r r " r r " r r  " 1 ' 1 '  r r .  l  r r r r l i l  l v  .

r lrc r)crrc\t  l ( inr l tcr lcr p()pul. l t ior l  \r l \

t l ror-c th, lrr I . l r l )O ki l()rrrctres ,\ \ .r \  . l rrd

Top left  David Pearson and Ribs Ward
with a Townsend R dges rock wallaby.
PhOtO ' CALM

Centre left  Clearing a bait traLl at f tre

Townsend Ridges wlth a tractor ano
hand tools front the WarbLlrton
Com mu nltY

Left Jlnr Stevens from the Departnlent
of Agriculture expla ns 1080 bait laying

techn ques durlng a course in Apri 1995
at the Townsend Ridges
Photos - David Pearsan
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Above Ribs Ward An'ros Simnrs and

Bruno Jennings prepare to release a

rock'wallaby from a Bronl l low trap

Plloto - David Pearson

rh.l t  t i ' l . t l  c.t t :  t t l l r  bc dcstl  t tcrtr c

rrrc. l .rrorr oi ior cr l i lc rock-n r l l l l t rcs

I  hc  r - o l c  o i e l t s  i r l  t l l c  t l c c l i r l c  o i l oex

\ \ , l l . r l  r ( \  r r '  t l ' ,  
- l " , r r r ' '  

r r J  l { r ' ' 1 "  i '

urclc.tr.  l rs t l lc\ \ccl l l  to t tc rcl tr irch

1 I l c  1 t r t r j c c t  i r l  t l l e  T r l r l l s c r rd

l\ i r iccs hls dro\\ ' rr  t l r ' r t  i t  is Po\\rblc !(r

,cvcr-rc thc r lccl lr lc oi r  nrck u l l l : tbr

D r ' r ) l r  L r \ r r l  I ' r  . . t l r i l r l  r t L l l  l  f " s f  i r '
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.rrc.rs rr l tcre nrt_k_rr l lLlbics l \  \ \ 'c l l  l \
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I l r c  t l l . l t l . l q c t l l c l l l  o i  l o c k - u  r l l r l r r
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( lA[  ]V]  Tl lcse . r r r i rn.r ls  i r r i r ' r l t i t  ror t rc o l

t h c  I r l ( ) \ t  I  t l q q c . l  r r l t l  i r r ' r c c c s s i l r l c

coLt t r t l t  i t t  r l lc  St . r tc .  j l lc lLr t l i r lg  o i i ihor ' t

i : l . r r r t l : .  t lcscr ' t  r ' . l r lgcs ui thot l t  r ' ' r ' r r l

, tccctr  . tnt l  rc luorc qol  gct  tn t l l t
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l l ( ) l  lhc lc \oLl l 'c \  tLr  l t r t \  i t lc  t l lc  lcrc l

' l  I l r " l l  l l r l l l ( ' r l  l l l ' i  | | I  ' I  | | ' I i |  '

Dcae\\ . t l \  t ( )  t l t . r i t l t l l i t t  l l  t [ \c  r r ' l tch ot l

l lo lc  t l t , r l r  . l  t i ' \ \  r 'ock u r l l t l t r

P ,  r | u  l . r t i t , r r s .  l \ '  * o r k i r r ^ q  * i t h  
, l o c t l

l , r r r r lhol . lcr ' ' .  i t  i r  ; ' t r :s tb le t ( )  l 'hr ' \ 'e

l rct tc t  cor t rc l r ' , t l i l r t l  ot r t ' (J l l lc \  t i ) r  t l lc

Iock \ r t l l . r l t ic t  , r r  . t  lL^rcr  c() \ l  to thc

p u b l i c .  F L r l t h c r  r l l ( ) r c .  p t o - l c c t s  t o

c , r r r c r ' r c  t , r c k - r r ' . t l l . r l t l c t  ! t r o v t d c  r l t

. r rct l tc  t i r l  l l l r . lhol . lers to bc t l i rccth

i r r r o l r c t l  i r r  t r r . t r r . r s i t t g  t h c  l r i l ' l l i t i

rc \o! l r (c\  ( ) l l  t l rc i r '  l . t  t l  ( ) r r l r  throtrgh

\uah aoolc l , l l ivc . l t l - l l l )qcr l lc l l t \ ' l l ! l  \ \c
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l l r r ' t . ' r r , , 1  l l r .  ' r . "  l  r r r " r  l ' i r r . '

urct l  I ' r  thc r,1.;-11.11i1bi15 is r lso
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