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or people ofthe seaside resort town

of Busselton, 220 kilometres south

of Perth, the recent oPening of the

ljnderwater Observatory at Busselton

Jetty is a dream-27 Years in the

making-come true.And it is all thanks

to the devotion and determination of

locals who helped Busselton Jetty get

morc than a reprieve. It is not a bad

effort, to say the least, consideting the
jetry itself came close to demolition

after its somewhat turbulent Past.

A lengthy histoty
When the jarrah timberjery began

operation in 1865, it is doubtful

whether settlers of the Busselton

region could have predicted its near

fate. Fulfilling its primary purpose of

linking prosperous trade between ship

and shore, it was not long before the

1s8-metre-long jetty was almost

rendered unsuitable for use. An

accumulation of drifting sand, building

r.rp under the jetry necessitated adding

another 129 metres within the frrst ten
years of its construction. This ongoing

problem saw five more extensions to

the jetry berween 1884 and 1896.

Horse-drawn carts travelled back

and forth along the jetry carryrng

timber, food and other goods to people

in the town. They soon gave way to

trains, with the construction of a

railway jetty in 1911. Extensions to the

now 1,277-metre-long jetty continued

until 1960, when it reached its current

Iengrh of 1.841 metres.The jetty was-

and still is-the longest wooden jetry

in the southern hemisphere. But it was

officially closed to shipping in July
1972, as ships began using Bunbury

Harbour as a port of call instead of

Busselton.

The human touch
Following is closure, maintenance

on the jetty was discontinued. In

March 1976, at a public meeting held

in Busselton to discuss fundraising

ideas to restore thejetty, the seed for an

underwater observatory was planted.

The idea had barely found its sea legs

when, in 1978, Cyclone Alby destroyed

a large section of the shore-end of the

Jetry
ln the years imnrediately following

the cyclone, AlfBussell, a descendant of

the first family to settle in the

Busselton area in 1834, became

involved in the campaign to save the
jetty. A vocal public figure, Alf also

garnered the support of the local

townspeople.
Once rheJetry Preservation Sociery

(now the Busselton Jetty Eovironment
and Conservation Association) was

lormed in 1987, a rigorous fundraising
progam began. Generous donations and

the dedicated efforts ofmany Busselton
residents helped the committee to

raise more than $5 million for jetty

Previous page
Maln Fascination at everY window:
looking out from the Busselton
Underwater ObservatorY.
lnset The attractive Underwater
Observatory entrance building at the far
end of the jetty.
Photos - Ann Storrie

Left Busselton Jetty Interpretive Centre,
where tickets are bought for the
Underwater Observatory.
Photo - Andrew Davoll/Lochman
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Above left Schools of old wives are
often seen oeneath the Busselton Jefly

Above An amazing tube anemone with

divers seen in the background.
Photos - Peter & Margy Nicholas/
Loch m an Tra n s pa re n c i e s

Left Life in a fish bowl. Everyone can
now sl 'are the magrcal unde'water wor'd
that divers have enjoyed for so long
Photo - Ann Storrie
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