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r  i r r q  so rnc  l ( , 1 )  k i l ( ) r r r c ! r ' c \  \ \  c s !  o t

lJroLrrnc Ll .rbout :r  r l . l  \  bo.rt  l i r lc

t iorrr thc I{rnrbcrlcl  cousr. thc threc

rcc t s  t l r . r t  r r . r l e  r r f  t hc  I { o r r l c r  S l ro . r l s

r- isc .rhnost lcrt icl lh h-on dcpths ot

l - l l r t ( )  5 ( l l l r r eoc r , r l r o r c  t l r c  sc . r  f l oo r .
( l l c l k c  u r r r l  l n rpc r i cL r t c  r cc f i  t i r r - r n

rhc  I \ os  l c r  Sho . r l s  M . r r rnc  l ) u r  k .

t lecl,rrct l  rrr l ()()o .r)( l  Ir) ,rr l . l l lc!1 l) \  t i re

\ , ' ' r ' r  r r  A L r . t r r l r . . I  I  )  (  I  '  .  |  |  r  |  |  |  (  |  |  t  ' , 1
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. t  A l  l \ l '  l l r ,  r , . . ' r l "  \ l . r r r r . r r . l  l { . c l -

\ l . r r i r r t  N . , t i . ' t , . . 1  N . r t r r l c  I \  ^ t l r .

r r t . r r r . r gc t l  l r r  t hc  (  l o r r r  r r r o r r  r , .  c . r l r l r

l ) ep . r r t r r r c r r t  L r t  t l r c  E r r l i r on r r c r t  . r r r l

Hc t i r , r qc  \ \  i t h  t hc . r \ \ i \ t r n . c  o f ( lALN4

Thc  WA I ) c l . r l t r r c r t  o t -  F i shc r ' l c r

r r . r n . rqcs  f i s l r i r r g  . r r r i r i t r cs  i n  t hc  S t l t c

.rrd ( lonnronu c.r l th rr.r tcrr,rrorrr, .1 t i ' .

l \ol  lcr Slro.r ls. s hi lc both ( lousru l tclr

,rrcl  torrr irnr opcr.rarn .rIo ,rssrsr uit l r

r l l . l r l . l q c r l l c r ) t ,

I  hc  I { L l r l c r  ShL r . r l s  . uc  cons idc rc r l

ro bt thc rnrxr pcr f i 'ct  cnnrplcr of

: l r e l t -  c t l gc  I ' l . r t f i r r r t  r cc t '  i r t  Ausn : r l i . r r t

ultcrs. .rnt l  ot lcr sonrc of t l rr  nrosr

spce r . t e r r l , t r  r t r r r l c r \ . r t c r  r cc r re r r  l i r r n r r l

r r r r s h c r c  i u  A u s t n l i r  W h c r r  r t , r r

. (  r , ' l J r r  t l r . . r  r r . ' . t  . ( ' r . , 1  r J L l r

t l r ( ) L r ! t l ) oL r t  t hc  uo r l d  . t r c  L r c i ng

scrclch . lcgr ' .r .1c.1 br lr trnr.rn .rct i l i t ics.
r r r '  l { . ' r r l '  r  \ l ' . , ' 1 .  l ' , ,  r r \  ' ' l  I  r ( r f

i so l . r t i L ru  p ro r i r l c  r r uc  o i  t l t c  I ' es t

chlnccs kr plcscrrc,t  pl isr inc cor' . t l  tecf

:r sfcrrt  .rnr u helc in thc uol l . l

[ ]ct ir tc Errrcpc,rni r  cntrn ct l  rc,rr

thc l{orr lcr Slro.rI  thcr lcre rro dorrL't

r  i s i t cd  b r  l r r r l oncs i l n  t l shc r -n r c r r
sccking bcchc dc nrcr ( ic,r cuaurr) l)cr ') .

t  ,  l ' r r ,  .  r u l  . . ,  r r r r  r r r , . ' t  . ' r r , l  . ,  ' l c  t l

Thc lntLrncsi.rn nunrc f irr  thc l{ txr lcr

SIro.rI  is . /rrr lrr  1)r lrr /) /rrr,r l .  rr  I ich rrrc.rrrs
'F.rr '  () f i  I : l . rrds'

Thc  sho r l s  uc rc  n . rn r c . l  l n  l 8 l 8  o r
( i .rpt.r ln I ' ] l r l l lp l ' . rrkcr l( i rg. nho f ir ' ' t

r lescr iberl  thcir rcLrt i \c po\i t ion\ :rnd
' r r r r . . i  \ 4 ,  f J r , . . r , i  l t . ,  i  .  t i ,  r  l r r '  . " i 1 '

I l i  r t . ' r r r .  l t  l , r k ,  l { , , t , . t i L r  (  r 1 ' 1  1 1 1 .

( l lcrke. sl to h.rr l  lcporrcd ir  l i rrr l  a
r r l r . r l ,  r '  . , , r . r ,  r r r r t ,  l ' u r r r r ' r ' n  l s t t t t  r nd

l8o(). . ln( l  rr lnrcd lrnpcricusc l leef

.rt fcr thc vcsscl f ior l  nhich i t  rvas

riulrtccl [r  ( lrpr,r irr  l l .orr lo, ir  ]1J00.

Grand isolation
I  l r ,  r , I l i ' , l r ' l ' , \  l ' r , ' \ i r r r D  u f t h e

sholls ro thc so c,r l lcr l  crrr l l  r :  i lnqlc'  in
I  r  .  |  ,  ,  r  r  .  ,  .  .  .  r  r  r  .  I  l l ) ( i r  r n , l r r r ' , r i  l i u  r  L r rge

co.rst l l  l rrpLrl l t iors. hls contr ibuted to
thcir high scicnti t lc lrcl  conscrvi l t ion
v,r lLrcs. Thc rr).r ' i r) ! '  crn' ironnlent of

thc l loulcr Sho:r ls Mrl inc Park is

.hlr,r . tcr l \cd br hrsh slcr qudiry

. lbLur(| lnt : lnd dircr-sc rqult ic Lruna and
,  " r . r l  r , , 1 .  r l ' .  t  . . r r  r l  f f r \ l nc  rond t ( i on .
Tlr is. corrplcd rr i th crccptionl l ly lorv

r isi t :r t ion. cspcci l lh to thc t\ \ ,o shoals

th: l t  nnkc up thc rD,rr ' lne plrk (during

r l r r  . ,  I '  r l  . c . r . , , r r  t j r  c , r , r r r r r r c r ' , . r , r l  v c , . c [

Previaus page
Main Bedwell  lsland at Clerke Reef in
the Rowley Shoa s.
Insets from top Sea star; corals and
other invertebrate l i fe cl ing to the outer
walls of Mermaid Reef.

Left The incredible species diversity of
the Row ey Shoals makes them a diver's
parao se.
Photos - Ann Storrie

Above Divers on the charter vessel lrue
North about to take the plunge at the
Row ey Shoa s.
Photo Courtesy af North Star Cruises

> . ' r ! t

34 1..\^*DscoPl.l

-J



9€ sdocsoNv'I

'JPrs ur:lsta .q] dn ,{e,\\ aql Jo sPJn{l

-o,{\t tioqr 
'aleld eules aql uI (seSessed

A\O.IJEU aro(r Jo 3uo ^q) ue{olq

sr slEoqs .a]ql IIB Jo JJal Sursolf,ue

eql (sepll Surrds :alut, ,^dol SuIlnP

pJsodxJ dluo sr llql uorllsod Jelnurs

E ur ftJ ipu8s e sBq JeeU PrEruraw)
suonrsod relnurs uI ePu qSnl lE sPutlsl

dpues IIErus e^rq qloq ge.l asnerradcll

PUD a)lJal3 qllou eql sp-reaol sptrr

ra,\\orreu Jreql qlIA\'Pedrqs-doJPleal
(pq8r1s pue parerualro tpnoFrluou ere

sllolB eerql IIY ]uaudole^JP Jo se8€ls

lu:reJrP dFrlSrls uI eq ol rleddB lnq
's.lntEe3 

I€f,Isdqd Pue ed€qs uI rel[uls

,{yqe1:eua: tre slEoI{S ̂el^\o)l aqJ
'ql^\ol3 

Flof, luBrlnxnl ]oJ

p.Pr Pue lealJ IelsIJ, er€ sllole Jsaql

Surpunouns sretE.{\ llul]alo aql 'PIlo,4 .

3qt ur $^laqs lPluaunuol lsaPl^\ JqlJo

euo Jo aSPe aql lE rll deql Jsneleg
'uaIB 3q lou ^ltu Pue srJle^\ v.d!

ur Pall.lold aJr daq1 1oo1 :asoP e lo3

srJ^rp qJeolddr uJ,\a ^!lt!I PUE snollnJ

uaDo trB ,{aq1 3uo1 serleul o,4\l

uBrll aJou qf,lar Pue sruelSoF{ 001
ot dn qEIaA,! uer qsg as.qt 'selPoq Jleqr

uo s8uqleru Padeqs-olelod .ql ruo{

ertreu Jreql 3uqe1 p1:o.t, .ql Jo slled

reqlo lsotu ruo5 lno Paqsg uJ.q e^trl

q:rq,,n'(u1,:yrrt s,tltldauldg) spor olelod

e8nq .qr roJ Pa(utj .le slBoqs ^.ol,4 o)l

aql vlrr 1'o errq^\esl. PaP.roJrr lou

err sartreds 0zz's|roqs eql lll slsnuJrls

,(q pap:ora: qsU Jo saIJJds 889
Jqt Jo 

'Jluelsul lo{ slrle,^d s.alels eql

ur asle er.q,\\^ul Punoj lou aJl tJq

paproJsr serlJds eql Jo .raqumu aSrtl

r Pue 
'sJetrl^\ uclsauoPul ur Punoj rBql

ot s.nrrelruls seq sPoqs ^el,t\ou eql

Jo aJIIPI^\ eql Jltr€lleds -ro lllsre^IP

Jo srr.rat ur va\ ul Psss€dJnsutl 
'3JITPIL^^

Ftrrdorl alllltru Jo 
(e.rJ! a^Issa.rdur

u€ tsoq sltoqs aq1 Sulroqlue

tq6rur.^o roJ uoo6cl aql o1 sseJle

PJllruIT JO asnllaq uoqtlrsld ssel u. .

Prq Jaax asnelJadul 'llq ul seere

ssauiapl^\ aurlettl auusl.rd d en].IIA

.re daql ttqt sulJlu '(sJeSuessEd 
oez

,{po Sut{:rer sdlrr tZ Jo Iulol t ePEur

alJro)s uuv - olotld
'.sJJOiOrp, ro 'slle^\ lolno aql uo lqBll

|^ol aql ul Ai\or8 sleroc ueluoFloe lqttu

\r! "'..+-'

#.s,n
puelpeH uod

sarloujolll

0u0
+ea8 asna redL!l

puPtst ureq0uluun3 -----,

+ea8 afrall

+aa8 P PuJrel tr- PuBlsl ll€'l\Ps€

NV])ANVIQNI

NVI)O NVIONI

auoorg

(qlteaMuoururo])
a^ressu arnleN lpuollEN auusl

)jrEd aurJpur eql ol suotsualxa pesodo.rd

tred auuey! slPoqs,(elMou

iaag asna radeu p

1aa6 e1ra13 
Q

0 +oal P PLurat\

IN]V\39UV'IN]

saJlsu.ioll)i

Y



Left on the shelf

Thc l loult ,v Sl loels r lc ruu:rzinq

stl-Ltctt lrcs-thc rclr lrkeblc storv

tTchi ld rbcir ol igin c\tcnds brlck r lr :rr1v

rl i l l ions of vc.trs Tlrcv l ic l t  thc vcry

cclgc of Atrstr l l i r l 's corl t i l lcDtir l  sircl t_-

Airulcl  15 r l t i l i ion vce:s i tgo. t l )c sl l ' ' l f

f i l  uccl thc shorc oi clrc nuitrhrtcl '

r v l r r i l r  r r . r t  t l  i r r l t J  hv  r  l c t i  l r  i '

bclicr,cri th.tt rhc thrcc shortls rvcr-c

{)nac rccf i  stt l - l t l t tnt l i t rq fbr nlcr

hclcl i . tnr ls. As l  rcsul l  of chitr lgcs i I l  seit

lcvcl lr td othcr l l lol l lc l l roLls gcologic' l l

proccsscs (frobrbl,v lclr tcd to rhc

north\\ ' i r ld t l r i f i  oi  Austr:r l i l  toNitrds

Asil) .  thcsc sutrsit lct l  i rr to t lrc sclt '

s lo\\ 'h 'clot lgh l i rr  thc f l i t rgirrg corr l

r t 'ct i  to bc Ir l . t int i t inccl.  As :r rcsult  ! frc

rlrrcc r-t'cti gtrtlurll,v bttilt up liont rhc

st 'r t  t loot l ikc hi lrh lLl l  l  ct l i  c;rch

cr)closi l lg r l  shl l lo\ '  hgootl '

Thc g:clrvr l t  oi  sir tr i lu tccf i  ' t lortg

thc slrcl irvrs rrot strf l lc i t ' rr t  to kccp plce

u' i th subsir lcocc. l t ld t l rcrc is l l
'grs'cvltci  of drolr lcd rcct i  r l t lnr l  rhc

. l r . l r .  r r i l r r J r ' , g  ' r r r r  ' " r r t l t  ( r l

l rupcticusc l{cct_. Ftrrt l lcr north'

sir l iLrr pxrccsscs hlvc t i)rr lrcd thc S'ott

lun,:1 ScrirrtPrt lnt rccls

lr is estonishir lg tr) t l r ink thirt-

rhhotrgh r ircv ctrt l lc sh:r l lon sho:r ls

cl lr tr tntcd rvit l l  g: l ldcIrs of cotl ls :rnt l

tropicl l  t is l l - t l rci l  \vcs!cl l l  slLles

plrtrnttrct t tr  url i r t t .rgir l l t r lc t icpths'

Thc shol ls l tevc elt  rrr lust l . t l l l  high

tic l  r l l lgc l i rr  occlnic isl ' int ls Whcrl

r irc t i t lc is lorr.  t l rcir  rccit l r ts st irr l t l  l ikL'

chlt  u.t l ls cnclosirtg hugc Llkcs scver:r l

l l tct l-cs lb()\ 'c t l lc \ t l l ' rr) t l l lLt l lg sci l

W:rtcr gr.rshcs fionl !hc nirlo\\ chlnn!'h

Top left  Under a new Park Plan, about

95 per cent of the exist ing Rowley

Shoals l \4arine Park wil l  become a

sanctuary area
Photo Peter and MargY Nicholas/

Loch m a n Tr an s P ar e nc t e s

Centre left Three-sPot dascyllus

\Dascyllus timaculatus) guard their host

anemone.
Photo - Eva Boogaard/Lochman
fransparenctes

Left Biodiversity in a lagoon at the

Rowley Shoals.
Photo - CiaY BrYce/Lochman
Transparenctes
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The proposl l  ro exrcrtcl  tbc l{orvlev

Sholls Ml ine l) lrk is pert oi lhc Sterc
(i lernnrcntls plogrrr l l r  to cxprlnd che

cxist inc s,vscerrt of rn:uine patks ;rnt l

rcscrvcs (sec Visiol Splc'udit l ' .

L.- lND.SCOPE, Wintcr '  2oo3) t tr

achicvc r \ 'or lcl-cl lss rnulciplc-use

Il l l l  l l lc coDscr\r lu() l t  lcscrve s,vstcl lr .

The Jrrr ien l j . t t  Mlt irrc l) . l rk. ! l )c Stir tc s

sc'\ 'cr)!h rrrrr inr- p:rk ( l l lcrc is l lso ottc

rDl! ine l ]r t l t trc rcsc'tvt '  i t t  Sh.trk 13w).

\\ , is dccl;rR'd iu August 2ol)3. tr t l r  lhc

199-l l lcpotr of rhe M.uinc P:uks :rrtct

I \csclvcs Working ( ixrup iclcnti t icd

rbout 70 erers.ts cunrl ir l :r tc rt tr tr irrc

co l l sc l  vJ t lo l l  l csc l -vcs .

Scvt'r-r l  r tcu, rrr.r l  iDc conscrv. l l ron

lcscl 'vos l l rc in thc pipel inc. . tc

M , ' r r r r l ' L l i ' - l i . r r r ' , , r , .  r . l . r r r , l , i .  I  t . r r r p r r r '

A rch ipc l . r go  C lpc  P tcs to t r .  l hc
(icogl lphc 13e;-Oirpc Nitur-r l istc-
( i ;rpe Lec'rtrvi tr-H:r lclv lr t lcc arca rnd

thc  k l po l c -No tn r l up  i r t l c r s .

Exrt-rrsiors ro r lrc '  Ning.t loo. Sh:rrk l3ey

irrd Shoelnttcl  Isl . tnds nrerine plrks

:r le r lso phrrnt 'd

Above An anemonefish (Amphiprion sp.)
in i ts home.

Top left Ribbon sweetlips (P/ectorhlnchus
polttaenia) beneath a plate coral.
Photos - Ann Stoffie

centre left  The shal low lagoons
enclosed by the Rowley Shoals provide
perfect condit ions for gardens o'corals.
Photo Alex steffe/Lochman
Transparencies

Left The shel ls of l iv ing egg cowries are
almost hidden by their equally str iking
black mantle.
Photo - Ann Storrie-_Y_
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