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he steanr rvhistle blorvs. Its cluaint

sound, f'ronl aDother el.il, echoes

off the trunks of the tall karri trees on

the north side of the urlley. Then,

along with dre dlvn sun, it perv:rdes

the lvorkers' cottages nestled in the

cleft on the south side. It'.s 6 (X) arrr and

the rvhistle is callin5; rvorkers for the

first shift :rt Pc'urbertol Mill, as it has

done for lround tlO years.

Pemberton Mill is dre l:rrgcst karrr

sarvruill and was once the I'I1:lin source

of jobs for the area. l t  provided

ernployrnent for those who lived in the

ro \ \ s  o f  wc i l t l r c rboe ld  co t t r ge .  i r r

Pemberton. It also provided extra work

to help supplement falmers struggling

to establish orchards, dliry and beef

herds or potato crops ol'l snrall farlns

h.r,ked orrt of ths towcri g kf lr ' r i

forests srrrrounding thc' totvnship.

Small town, big changes
Pen'rberton is a sophisticated village

these days, but lemnants of a mill-town

psyche sri l l  l inger in the towrr.

Established in the 1930s, when almost

everyone worked in the one industry

arrd rrost things you needed to hve

were avaihble in the town, the social

fabric still echoes the days when the

farlners joined the tirnber worke$ on

Saturday nights for the dance at the

mill hall and srayed for the foory on

Sunday. A hedthy parochialism lingers

in the Pemberton colrmrtlnity and,

with the steady growth in tourism,

horticulture and viticulture, it has been

r,veaning itselffrorn dependence on the

tinlber industry for che past 20 yeals or

so.

Nevertheless, when the Regional

Forest Agreelnent (RFA) and

Protecting Our Old Growth Forest
policy proposed dr*tic redtrctions in
the level of karri forest available to the
timber industry, the Pernberton
colllnunity bore the econonric brunt.
Five years ago, the Pemberton Mill cr-rt
about 120,000 tonnes of karri, nlost of
it large logs fron-r old growth forests.
When the new Forcst Manageuent
Plan is inrplemented, the mill will
process only about 60,000 tonnes of
karri, nrostly smaller logs fron
regrowth forest.

Road to success
By way ofcompensation, a Dumber

of econoDlic, enlploynrent and

colrlnunity bene6ts were proposed.

One of the init i . t ives was the

al location of g1 mil l ion in capital

funding to the l)epartment of

Conservation and Land Management

(CALM) to create a new tor.rlist drtve

through the forest. When the CALM

planning team net ro discuss how to

achieve this, it was quickly identiEed

that it would be better to try to

upgrade and use existing roads and

popular places in the forest around

Pemberton, rather than attempt to

create a set of new ones. But could

rcnovating forest visitor facilities really

create tangible and sustainable

con-rluuniry benefrts?

ln the short tern, enployment,

tenders and supply contmcts would

obviously benefi t  the local

conrnlunit ies during Lhe construc[ion

phase. Recent rcsearch on the

econdmic benefits of tourism in the

sourhern forest by the Cooper:rt ive

Previous page
Main The north-eastern part of the drive
winds through the Giblett Forest, an
important site for the area's recent
h istory.
lnset The bark of a karri tree.
Photos - Cliff Winfield

Above left The Pemberton Mill sits in
front of the town and was once the main
source ofjobs for the area.
Photo - Jiri Lochman

Left The mill hall was once one of
Pemberton's prominent social features
Photo - Cliff Winfield
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snrl l l  co:rchcs. Irr lcl t l i r ion to r lrc

c\ is! j l lg c\pcr- icl lac. thcrc \ \ ' rs l

co  ] l t ) l t lDc  t  r o  c l c i l t c  s ( ) l ] l c  r ) c \ \ '

crpericnccs i :r  Ciblctt  I l lock. t l rc tocLrs

of lrr t i  iogging protcsts pl ' i () l -  t t)  thc

hi l t  of cLrtt ing in old grolth f i ;r tstr.

.rrrr l  t l rc pIoPos:r l  for '  !hc i l r ! ' .1 !o

bccorrte rt  rrrtr iorr: t l  pi t tk.

working with communities
Thc rc ' l e r - c  D r rnv  pco l t c  \ \ ' i t h . r

closc i :r tclcst irr  r lrc prrrposcd dl ivc

toLtl .  Tbrrr opcr.rkrrs. lcco|rrrrod:r! iol ]

p:oprictors. : l rd clf t  lnd rvincr,, '

opc r i l t o l  s  p ! l  i n  sub l ] r i s s i o | s  o r

:rt tenclccl prrbl ic Dlcct ings to disctrss r ir t '

dr l fr  nr:rsrcl pl:ru t irr  rhc proposccl drivc

. t r r r l .  l r t t  r o . r  t l r u  r r , o t u  r | r '  t r k i r t :  i r t

Ciblett  Folcst, thcrc u:rs closc scr-r.rt inv

and  con t r i bu l i on  b t  t hc  g l ccn

rlro\, ! 'Dlcnt lrr  sornc crsr 's. peoplt '  uho

. l  r ' L . r r '  ( ' r '  . , '  l ' . t . ' r ' ,  l r . r , l  l ' , , r r  r r r

oppositc c:rnrps clu: ing .rnt i  Jogging

Above Vineyards are now a feature of
the Pemberton landscape.

Above left The views along the drive are
spectacular, l ike this one from the
Warren River lookout

Centre left The Karri Forest Explorer
drive takes visitors through areas of
dense forest.

Left A 'Big Karri '  in the Big Brook Forest
gives visitors a sense of the enormity of
its giant residents.
Photos Cliff Winfield
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Forcst Nlls ln obvior.rs pllce to tcll of

the relativcly rccer1! strugglc to h;llt

logging ir old grorvth forest eld have

rr,r le tb*' .1 sut .r . i , lu .rs I t  t t iot l . l l  Pi l lk '

lnnovation and technology
At Big Brook Dlu :r stecl sculpttu!

of a bul lock rean ud rvhim inrrodrrce

the visual i l1rerprettt ion. Otl lc 'r  wri t teD

end visual inrerprcl;r t iol t  alol lq t i le

Klr ri Folcsr Explorer dlive is plcserrted

ou st: l te-of-the-nrt paiels The

prtPrr:ltiolr ofthe plncls ernploycd 3D

scarDinq tc'chniqltcs, so objects, such ls

thc foresters' llexsur'ing illstr.tuleDts,

books, di:u'ics, felthcrs, prcssed florvers

rlrd othcr l l lenreDtos! appear to be

sit t ing on the panels, rather than j t tst

Above left Visitors can walk along a
bridge suspended under Beedelup Falls
in Beedelup National Park.

Above Big Brook Dam is a popular spot
along the Karri Forest Explorer drive.

Left Sculptures, l ike this one of the
bullocks and whim, i l lustrate the stories
of the area s history.
Photos - Cliff winfield

p:['t of thc triwork. A nullrbel of

historic iurages from the Barrye Library

bring thc prst deys poignantly ro l i fe

Thc f inished :ut is pt inted onto spc'ci l l

weethelproof f ihu aud nlott t t ted on

metrl  pir lcls pl:rced l t  chosen

sett inqs in rhc bush. The visual

rnd rvr i t teu intelpretet iot ls lre

conrplcmeitc'd by a series of short

p r c \ r I |  t i l t i o r r \  t r . r t l \ r r r I t t r d  f r u l ) l  \ i \

narl()wcrlstill{t,solalr-porvcred FM radio

stir t ioDs, Placcd rt straregic stoPpll lg

poilts rlon!l thc clrive. TlxnscriPts and

orl l  histories f iom people rvhose l ives

\\'cre touched by lhe tbrcsr, fictionrl Ie-

cre:rtiolls ofother cvents such as fires or

dre lnt i- logging Protest, arld toPjcl l

inlburrrtiou on selsonal rvildflorvels

lDd geologicl l  lei tures rt ln on

coDtilluoLls plogrems lcceived th|cugh

a cal radio tuned to I00MHz FM.

At :r leisurely pece, taking in the

interprccatiort and stopping at one of

the clf6s or rviueries along the rvay,

exploring thc 80-ki lometrc drive can

occupy i full day. Howevel, the route ts

desigred so thtt  thosc who prefer to

break their drive into snral ler sessions,
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