




n low-lying land in Perth's

Swan Coastal Plain, banksia

woodlands crown a mosaic of

parklands that make uP Jandakot
Regional Park. Situated in the

south-east metropolitan alea, the

park's 3,800 hectares span across

numerous wetland and woodland

estates that support rare and

endangered plants and animals. The

park is renowned for its colourful

sprinkling of spring wildfl owers. The

fact that many bushland reserves

adjoin its widespread boundanes

enables year-round enjoYment

of this regionally significant

conselvation haven.

Management and protection of the

park! ecologically rich environment is

shared by the DePartment of

Conservation and Land Management
(CALM), the Department of Justice,
and the City of Armadale, CitY of

Cockburn and Town of Kwinana

CALM is responsible for the

coordinated management of the park,

and has prepared a draft management
plan due for release soon. The draft

management plan invites Public
comment on the proposed ten-year

management stntegies that aim to

preserve the parkt diverse plant and

animal jiG, and enhance recrcatlon

facilities.

Spiritual beginnings
For tens of thousands of yean, the

Jandakot area has played a key cultural

role among Aboriginal people. Known

by Nyoongars as the Beeliar district,

the land, lakes and wetlands in and

around the park were once a valued

source of food, water and shelter for a

tribal group of 58 peoPle led bY

Midgegooroo. Jandakot----a Nyoongar

name meaning 'place of the whisding

kite'---lso provided travel routes for

groups visiting ftom the south-west
regions. Wetlands were especially

appreciated for thei plentiful supphes

offtuis and fish.They were also sites of

trade and ceremonies that continue to

hold special significance.
Forrestdale Lake, which adjoins the

park, has particuJar spiriual meaning

for Aboriginal peoPle. According to

tradition, it is home to the Powerful
rainbow serpent (Waugal) associated at

this site with nin. The tradition warns

against disturbance of the native reeds
(Baunea drticulata) around the lake's

edge, as this could unleash the Waugalt
destructive power As a campsite, the

lake was also valued for is supply of

oblong tortoises (Chelodina obloxga).
One Aboriginal site, registered bY

the Department of Indigenous Affairs,

is located inside the Park in SandY

Lake. A number of other registered

Aboriginal sites are located close to the

park.

Prcvious page
Mafn Swamp honeymyftle lMelaleuca
seriata) occurs at Jandakot.
Photo - Michael James
lnget Inundated throughout most of the
year, the wetlands of Harrisdale Swamp
provide secluded focal points within the
park,

Above left The seasonally inundated
wetlands of Shirley Balla Swamp
support a variety of vegetation
communities, including banksia and
melaleuca woodland.
Photos - Jacinta Overman

Left Oblong tortoises lchelodina
obtongal werc an important traditional
food source for Nyoongar People
Photo - Jiri Lochman
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rhe Pleistocetrc geologicel pc't iod. Over

time, rvincls have flattelled tlle

topogrlphy Irortrt:rlly lssociated lvith

colstal drtnes, tcsultirrg in thc lov sand

hi)ls that rypify the prlki landsc:rpe

todry.

Thc regioni porotts s;rIrds lllow the

storage ltrd lnovcrllent of grourdlvater,

and thc Jttrclakot Gror.rndrvltcr Mourld

r.rndellies the wcstern alt:rs of the per{.

P ro rc i r i o r r  , , f  r h i .  g ro t r t r d r r . r t t r  i .

cssential bccrusc it is :t sigrritic:tnt source

of rnetropoliten Pcrthls drinkirlg w:rter,

storing r voluure of rpplo\ inl ir tely

2,7(X) nri l l ion cubic metrc's.

Fronr seclt tdcd wctlauds alrd

.cdgul.rrrdr to uperr l tr .r th c.rt l t t t t t t t l t t ie ' .

lorv rvoodhrrd lnd fbrest, the divcrsity

:rnd conrpleriry ofthc park's ecosysrells

i :  rr .r t lu t tr . tc v.t)tr .rble bcc.trr.e of clrcir

poor leprcsel l t lc ion on the swan

Comtal Phin-dre rcsult of P:rst hnd

clearing lnd developlllerll. For insl:llrce,

thc Gibbs l\oed Srvaurp System rvithin

the park-listed on thc Dirc'ctory of

Irrrport:urt Wethnds in Austri ia-is a

renrrant example of the fbrurelly

extensive srvuttps in dtc' llce. It is also :t

knou'n ncsting site for li'cckled ducks

(Sri.l(),rcltu,i.1.rd-{.1).

Blimming with banksias
A divrrsr r.r trge ' f  b.rrrksi. t  'pecie'

donrinltcs the lalrdsclpe. Slender

bluksias (Barr[-si,t .ltt.,xft?trl), filcwood

brnksias (13. rttcti:/trit) rnd holly-leaved

l r . r r k . i . r s  ( 8 .  i / i  i / , ' / r , 4  P ro l r l r r ' r t .  i r r

tupland lreas includirrg; Modotrg Nltur-r:

l\eselvc rc the sor.rth,ls rvell ls Anketell

block :rnd Brnksia Natttrc lleserve.

T:rllcr co.tstrl l:l:rckbr.rtts (En lyPttts

nthi,ua) errcl salrrvlter shc'oaks

lCa:rnntn, ' l 'cr,r) . trr  .crt trrcd t lrr ' ' t lgl l

che park rvirh a delsc under-storey of

nativc shlubs.

Top left Spectacular wildflowers on
display in the park during spring include
the firewood banksia.
Photo - Maie Lochman

centle left Donkey orchid (Diuris
corymDosa).
Photo - G. Saueracker/Lochman
TranspatencEs

Left Christmas tree (Nuytsia floribunda)
Photo - Jiri Lochman
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Above Flowering spokes ot the grasstree

\Xanthorrhoea sPP.)
Photo - Brett Dennis/Lochman
Transparencles

rosuficryi) ud crolvned snrkes

(Elapognathus rorurralt is) r lso have :r

resrr ictrd di:cr ibttr ior l  l rrd .rrc . tr  thcir

northernrnost r.nge in the region.The

venorllous dugites and western tiget

snakes ue typical of bushllnd lreas'

And carpet pythons (.\4ol.lir1 spr'iold

l lrr lr l r ,r ta), speciel ly protected uDder the

Wildlife Conservation Act, are also

likely to inh;rbit areas of the park.

Doing what comes naturally

Open landscrpes characterise the

plrk and create a sense ofspaciousness'

Its sprlrvling nature also means the

park enjoys high visibi l i tY fron

adjoining roads, with Nicholson Roed

forrrrrng t lre spirtc t l rat p.rssct rhrorrgh

nany of irs disjointed parklands.

Each of the intriguing Parcels of

land offers a rangc of sccrr ic

experiences, ftom secluded wetlands
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and blnksia woodlands to rural

landscapes. An unmarked network of

challenging sand tracks awxits intrepid

bushwalkers. The provision of nature

trails, interpretive signs and displays

proposed in the draft management plan

ains to introduce visitors to diverse

vegetxtion comt'nunities lnd provide

an understanding ofthe park\ defining

characteristics.
The flat terrain is ideal for horse

riding, which is a popular recreation

activity in the Park Tracks and

firebreaks take visitors past thickets of

melaleuca shrr.rbs and through banksra

woodland.
White there Jre. as yer. no ftcil i t ies

within the Park, given its exlstulg

inforrnal use, visitors can lay a blanret

on the ground in a number of areas

fringed by banksia woodland in the

urorc attractive Anketell block. Here, a

lvalk through the changing scenery

offers disr.tnt views of the D.rrl ing

Scarp across the park. Pockets of dense

woodlands and shady alcoves create a

tranquil experience ln open spaces'

visitors nray encounter kangaroos

grazing. Meanwhile, the odd, gnarled

trunk of a PaPerbark adds an

:rrchitectural ditrtension ro the serring

and provides excellent opportunltres

for the burgeoning photographer' So'

too, do grasstrees (Xanthorrhoea spp')

and woollybuslr (Adcnatthos sericeus),

and the native ferns and shrubs that

flor.rrish iI't lhe unde$torey of flooded

gunrs (Err,a/1'plris nrrl i. ') in grirdient

shades of green
At Harrisdale Swamp and Shirley

Balla Swat'np, urban developtlent hugs

the parkt boundaries. The draft

nlilnagernent plan proposes walktreils

in these areas, bringing proud stands of

banksia and melaleuca woodlands to

rhe front doors of rreighbouring

residents. Designated natute trails are

llso proposed to explore the woodland

oftuart, marri andjarrah at Sandy Lake

Estate.

A palk for the futule
Stretchi l lg for an estimrted 17

kilometrcs north to south, and nlne

ki lometres east to west, Jandakot
Regional Park Presents an open

invitation to explore nature in all its

understated charm With urban

developorent slowly rising, proposals

contained in the draft management

plan wil l  make the Park more

accessible to the growing numbers of

resjdentq, r l ld raite .rwereness of i t '

dynamic biodiversity and inportant

Aboriginal :rrd non-Aboriginal

heritage.

Protecting banksia woodlands fron

plant diseases, tnd stemming the spread

of weeds and wildfires is all part of

ongoing management measures in the

park. Future rnanagefilent requires rhe

joint efforts of park nlanagers and the

bro,rdrr corrrrrtuniry to ntarnt:r in the

integrity of wildlife habitats' wetlands

and woodlands-and Perth's water

supplies.
Pr:blic colntlent on the draft

nran,lgerr)erl t  phn is rhe f irsr t tep

peoplc.rre encouraged to r.rke to help

forl'nulate a final nranagement plan

co r r r r t r i t t ed  t u  e \P lo r l ng  rec rea t i on

opportunities, while also sustaining the

pa rk  s  i nhe ren t  ve lue '  Ac r i ve

participation by volunteers in research

and park managenent progranrs is elso

welconred, since rehabil i tat ion of

degraded areas is only possible with

their efforts.

Accorumodating the connluniry's

needs and Preserving the Park's

botanical richness requires the delicate

art of balance. By embracing I dual

approach, the draft uranagenlent plan

will go a long way to harness the future

grcwth of plant, animal and huuran

corlmunities in an environrnent where

bottr nrture .rnd ctr l ture coexi\t  in

hlrnony for generations to conle.

l \ ,4argaret McNally is a f inal-Year
writ ing and Publishing student at

Curt in Unlversity oJTechnology

Margaret used The Jandakot
Regional Park Dftft Management
Phn 2(n3-n13lo hel? wtite l is

art icle. She also wishes to
acknowledge and thank Jacinta
Overman, and Peter Batt of CALM'S
Regional Parks Unit for iheir
assrstance.

A free downloadable screensaver
featuring Perth Regional Parks is

avai lable on CALM's NaiureBase
website
(www.naturebase.net/screensavers)
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