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Museumt anirual ethics applications in

October last year and, since then, a

D-ruseunr staff menrber has also been

parr of the department's AEC.

The committee nleets six lines a

year. Researchers in charge of prqects

under review may be invited to attend

to discuss their application. The 
'three

Rs' principle (reduccion, rcfrnement

and replacement) is followed when

.ssessing prcpos.lls- This leads to a

nurnber of questions. For exarnPle, can

fewer atimals be used in the study?

Can the investigation be better

designed to miniiise animal use xnd

m:rxiluise the inforrnation learned?

Could a non-anit: .  al  experiment

rnswer the questions the research

addresses? The answers help the

coD nit tee to eDsllre l l l  work ts

performed in the nrost ethical nlanner.

The vrlrre of proposed work i t

questioned, especial ly i f  Pain or

suffering of anitnals is likely to occur.

Applicants rtrlrst .ddtess any queries or

concerns mised during the teview

process, and applications need to be

supported by references and clear

explanations so that the contlittee can

rnake an informed decision-nenben

grant AEC aPProval onlY after

Lrnanimous agreement. Standard

Operating Procedures have been

developed to assist the preparation of

appl icat ions and their eff icient

assessnent by the conDittee.

CALM's AEC has looked at an

.rverlge of 18 .rppl icJt ioh each yeJr for

the last 12 years. Many ofthese related

ro Project Eden and Westetn Shield:

ensuring that the ttanslocation of

animals was canied out under the leasc

distressing condit ions (see'Moving

Mala', I-4NDSCOPE, Autumn 1999).

Recent proposals have also included a

study into lizards in the Gibson Desert;

DNA sampling of humpback whales;

fitting satellite trAns itters to whale

sharks and great white sharks (even

though fish are not covered by the new

legislation); a Pilbara biological survey;

trapping aninals for educational

denronstrations; and the Barna Mia

animal viewing enclosure at Dryandra.

The department nust be able

to supply informacion at atry time

about projects involving animals,

and demonstrate that all staff working

with animals have appropriate

training, experience and supervision.

Above Zoology student Harriet Mills in
the dibbler breeding precinct at Perth
Zoo.
Photo - Maie Lochman

Left Technical officer Colin Ward weighs
a small mammal during a LANDSCOPE
Expedition to Peron Peninsula, Shark
Bay.
Photo - Keith Mo(is/CALM

A comprehensive database has been

developed to n-unage all the necessary

docrrnrcni l t iorr.  Previotrs .rnrrtral erhics

applications can be found quickly, and

reports Provided to bodies such as

the Depirnnent of Loc.rl Governnent

and Regional Development (which

administers the new Act) and CALM's

Corpolate Executive.

CALM is also seeking the assistance

of veterinary surgeons to provide

training in techniques such as DNA

simpling, transponder inplantat ion,

using regulation-restricted drugs and

drawing blood. All staff who handle

animals without close supervision will

be required to register under the

CALM scientific licence and attend a

Fauna Management Course.

Obtaining animal ethics approval is

now an irnportant part of planning to

undertake work on animals in CALM.

While the departuent has been

working with animals in an ethical

nanner for nany Years, the new

legislation and the AEC will continue

to ensure that staff are vigilant about

these issues, are aware of their legal

obligations and that 'best practice' will

apply to all progran.rs involving animals.

Joanne Smith is based at CALM's
Woodvale Research Centre and is the
Executive Off cer for the department's
Animal Ethics Committee. Keith
Morrls is Group Manager of the
Biod versity Conservai lon Group at
CALN4's Woodva e Research Centre
and is Chalrman of the cornrnit iee.
Both , loanne and Keith can be
coniacted on (08)9405 5143, or by
email  ( joannes@ca m.wa.gov.au or
ke ihm@ca m.wa.gov,au).
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