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astonl ism, Eshinq lncl nriniug havc

tr;Ldition;rlly bcen the econortic

mlinstnys ofthc Sh:r lk Bly legiorr Prior

to dre 1970s, t l re legion lr lcl ,  ls chc

cxpression goes, i;Lrgely livcd off the

sheep! blck. Plrstorl l  pursuits, including

srockirrg rvith sheep. goets enci clttle, lle

st i l l  clrr icd out as rhe prinrlry incolre
\u r r r cc  o r r  s t . t t i o r t s , i u i l t  . r , i  H . r t t t e l i r r ,

Trrlele, Woodleigh :rnd Dirk Hltog.

Thc pcl:lirg indr.rsny rrurclc ;r sirrrifrcant

conrribution befbr tlre Sccond World
'Wllr, 

lrrd the fishing of snrpper rud

r r l r r t i r r g  l t . r v r  I \ r uv idcd  . lD  i r t co r t t c  t o r '

nrany loc;rl llnrilics flr the lasr centuly.

A less tradit ior l l  iudrrsny t lut of sel

sJt plocessing hls also bccn run by

thc Shrrk B4, S;rlrJointVenture (SI3SJV)

rt dre renrote, close'cl coDll lrunity of

Uselcss Loop, on Heir isson Prong, encl

rvithirr the bouuderies of Cerrerrnq

Surt ion, since 1962.

Horvcver, despi[e these continuing

prrrsuirs end their ilrrpor!:lDce to d1e

regional ccononry,, tour_islr is norv tbc

fisrest grorving in<{ustr-y in the u-ea,lnd

is focusc'd stongly on thc region's

unique rr:rtrrr l l  eDvironment The

Monkcy Mi:r dolphins, rvhich h:rve

interacted rvidr people f ir  nore rhln
.l{) ye:rls, uray have made Sh.u'k B.ry

famous to intcrnationl l  tourists, but i t

is the myriad of other n:rtunl features

that have brought ecotorrrisrn lo the

forelront in the last decldc.

World Heritage values
Shrrk Bay was inscribed rvith World

Heritage st l tus in l)eccrubcr 1991,

highl ighting the natur ' l  valucs of r lre

region and ensr.uing its status as an rrea

of orrtst:rnding universl l  velue. The

relsons for dre World Helitagc listirrg

were nrany ;rnd vrried, br.rt it was for

the outst lnding exlnples of fbur key

l l i r t l l rel  phcDolrrcnx thet the glob:r l

irnportancc of tbc rrca rvas recognised
(see 'Shl 'k Bay Worlcl Hcr i tage

Propelry'on p;rges 5{)-56) And ir rvas

rhe hst of thesc-hrbiut tbr thrclteDcd

plents end :Lninrels-rlr:Lt is of rnost

lnterest herc.

The nr1'r'ilcl nltuul felcures of the

ere:r mey be inrporrent fionr e torrrisnr

pcrspcctivc but, fionr :l co scrv:ltron
perspective, it is the fact tlr:rt they fonrr l

safi: haverr for nrinrnrals, ;rllorving theln

to sruvive here but lorvhele else, tluc

nrakes the Shark l3ly regiorr orrc ofthe
jcrvcls in the Western Austr l l i ln crorvn.

The mammals
The little-knorvu rvestern blrrc'd

bandicoot, bur rorvirrq bctrong, bended

harc'-rvrlhby and mfbus hrrc-rvalhby

ire r l l  e\t i r lct on r l l l inhnd Austr i l i r ,

end srrrvive rs rcl l l l lant rvi ld

populrt ions on l lcuricr l ld l)orrc

ishnds-on dre noltherr'r bounclrry of

Sh;rrk Bry. Likcrvise, rhe Shark l3;ry

nlouse, a sll1llll nitive rodeit, is e\tiDct

on the rnaiDliLDd. but survives only on

Previous page
Main Western barred bandicoot.
Photo - Jiri Lochman
Inset Shark Bay.
Photo - Col Roberts/Lochman
Trcnsparcncies

Above left Shark Bay Pro.ject Eden, solar-
powered. vermin proof electrifred fence.
Photo - Jiri Lochman

Left Paul Brown (CALIV Denham),
Jacqueline Richards (CSIRO) and Rebecca
Armstrong (Useless Loop) trap greater
stick nest rats on Salutation lsland for
translocation to Heirisson Prong.
Photo - Marie Lochman
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t lr iekct '  oi  s, rub t irr  : l reltct (s hiclr
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Above Western barred band coot pouch
yoLrng at Helr isson Prong. The species
can produce uP to 12 Young Per Year
Photo JacquelineRichards

Top left  Rufous hare wa laby

Centre left  Shark Bay nlouse.
Pltotos - Jiri Locllnan

Left Banded hare wa laby.
Phota - N4arie Locllnan
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coDtl i lcted thc c\pcft isr of CALM

scienrists, \\,ho hrtvc r_cselrclrcd feral cat

control in WA til thc llst cleclde. The

rcsnlts rvcrc spcct:rcul lr .  CALM

succcsstirllv b:ritcd and r id fic islencl of

f 'enl cl ts rvi t l t in weeks. This \vas no

snrel l  achicventcrtt ,  cortsideriug thlt

F . r r r l r  l . l . t r t J  i .  t l t c  r l r i r d  I r r ' , : c ' c  i . l r r r ( l  i r r

the Nolld f-rorrr l,hich clts hlvc bcerl

eliDrirutcd. The \vav wts tloN cleal to

cl lrbalk o11 thc trel lslocation phase.

Four of t l re f ive species fr-on

Bernier and l)or r e isl lnds rve: c

idcrt i6ed ;rs prir trc cl trdidltes

lJufl'o$,ins bcttoDqs lrrd Shtrk llay

nricc rvctc tllllslocatcd il1 \\'inrer 20(J2

lnd, l f ter l2 nrorldrs, bodl spccics werc

f irr l ly cst:Lbl islrcd i Ir  thcir nerv ishrrd

lrorne. Future pl:lDs [o relclse rveste]_D

brr:ed brtrcl icoocs lnd benclcd h:rre-

nl lhbies to chc islerrcl should rcsult  rrr

thc crcl l t ion of an i lDportant Predl lor-
li'cc senctuary firr thesc nrlttun;rls on

rhc bri lk oi ext inct ion, l trd ;r st lpply of

lnirnels fbr otheL collscr-v:lliorl sltes

thloughout Austlr l i t .

Future options
The conservatiorr of dte thteetened

5h.rrk lJ:rr r t t . trr tn.r l .  l t .r .  Ptu{rc\\cd ir l

l e . r p r , r nd  [ r o r r r t d . .  l ' e r ' l t . t p .  t l r r  r t t r i r r

rerson far this succoss has bccn the

contir)Llinlr aooperttive cflbrr betwccll

govcrnrl)cDt. cortt t trutr i ty l trd pl ivrrc

ilclusrry. Bur rvherc to fiom hcre?

Tlrere rttc pou'efiul syrrereics rn

b . r v r r  r g  r l r r ec  l ) l . r j , r r  ao l l \ ( r \ ' l t i o l l

projccts irt Sha:k l3.ry. This is alrerdy

cvidcnt ir thc e\churqc of krrorvleclgc.

ski l ls :rnd iDinrir ls bcr\\ 'cen Projccts.
Widr thc prolccts Nolkir)s to lchiel'c

vcrv sinl i l rr  r i l l ls.  lhc l i rrklges be vccn

drc orgitnisltions ittvolved rvill continttc

to irrpxrve. There l tc DriLn,v oPtiol ls.

16 LANDSCOPE

Above Faure lsland's pristine beach
Photo - Barry Wilson

Above right A LANDSCOPE Expeditions
volunteer releases a hopping mouse
caught during trapping.
Photo - Sue McKenna

Right Jeff Short (CSIRO) and Atticus
Fleming (AWC) transfer a burrowing
bettong from Heirisson Prong to Faure
lsland to start a new colony.
Photo - Blair Parsons/CslRo

inclrrding Ircrging clpl ivc brceding

fici l i t ics into orrc location, the

continued e\chanqe of aDiIlLlls betwcen

sites, joint expedit ions to nlol l i tor

rcrunnnt and rci l l t roduced popuhtions

:rnd. pcrhaps, sheri lg inter prqect st;rf f

rvho could f lci l i tate the f lorv of

knorvlcdge becrvccn the projccts.

Furdrer dorvn thc path, Shark l3ey s

Edel L;rnd Pcninsul:r nuy becollle a

l1: l t iorul plrk Llrge, t tackless

wildcrlress rrcas of to\\'erillq dllncs,

dense lcacia shrubl:rncls, :rnd f iesh

\vater ill subsurficc' rcservoils withDl

the srveles, trrry provicle a hrttrr-e holne

for thre;rtcned Shlrk llay nrirsttpials.

sboulcl thc rnerrrs lor broadsc;rlc feral

ci l t  conlrol o| t l rc Dl l inlaDd bc fbuDd.

Shark l3ry\ chanqe ir l  f i )cl ls !o

coDscr vtt iorr eltd ccofortListt l  hes

blought i l l l l l rcdirte ecorrouric bcnefi ts

to tlle ft'gion, :urd h;rs secut'd its phcc

as Auscrl l i l t  prenricl  nr:r$Ltpit l  hlven.

r!  thc cutt i l rg cdgc of lr id ccosvstcnr

conscr-v:lliolr. Tlre success shlrcd by lll

thc projects hes ensured t lr l t  thc

prognosis f ir  drc furttre srrrvivel of

r l r cs r  t l t r u ; t r c r red  Sh , r r k  l J : r 1  I t t . r t t t t l l  l l .  i i

r  l i t t lc mort sccl lrc.

Jacqueline Richards is a Research Scientist with CSIRO Sustainable Ecosysterns,
based in Perth. She has been involved in ihe reintroduction of threatened mammals
at Heirisson Prong since 1995. She can be contacted on (08) 9333 6000 or by email
(Jacqui,Richard@csiro.au).

Colleen Sims is the Proiect Officer for CALM'S Project Eden' overseeing the
management of the project. She is based ai Denham and can be coniacted on (08)

9481 1208 or by email (colleen@calm wa.gov.au),

Andre Schmitz is the Australian Wildlife Conservancy's Sanctuaries Manager and is
based 'n Perth. He can be contacted on (08) 9226 0430 or by email
(andre@australianwi ldlif e.org).
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