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andflats are espccially plevalent in

the south and north-west of

Roebuck ts;ry.The satds hrve a golden
yellow tinge, or sometinles a reddish

coloul becanse of the uraterial eloded

from the piudan cliffs. Sandy flats uake

for easy walking.
At Cable Beach and in the

southern part of lloebuck Bay, the

higher and drier srndflats often forn I

cor-rtinuLrm lvith the beaches. These

high sandflats are not very rich in life,

and the sand br.rbbler crab (Sto1tinrcru

irr/inta) is their only distinctive inhabitant.

During low tide, this snlall crrb picks

up sand glains with its claws and

handles then at €lreat speed. [t glerns

food particles 6om the sand lvith tts

rnoLlthparts, r'uoulding the prccessed

s.lnd into . l  r lert bal l  dul ing the

procedurc. During each low tide, lots

of balls are hid dorvn in illtriclte

pltterns, r'adiating out of the burrows.

A bit lorver on the shore, where

[herc afe considerable water currents,

the sand is rippled.The burrowing sand

ct^b (Mannd p/otiiixr) srviurs here and

digs i tself  in when disturbed. In

contrast to lrlre swil]ruling crabs, which

h.rvc p.rddles on orr ly otrc p.rrr-of legr. i r

is even better adapted to swimming,

rvidr paddles on rll its rvalking legs.

Beaches
Beaches form a nrore or less

continuous narrow strip around the

bay, broken only by mangrove forests,
:r few rocky outcrops lnd by Drmpier

and Crab creeks. Unlike intertidal flats,

beaches have quite a steep slope and,
usu:rlly, coarser sediments. At low tide

in the burning sun, the steep beaches
dry out quite qr.rickly. During neap

tides, beaches dry out for several days,

making therr difficr,rlt places for

marine aniurals to live.
Nevertheless, ghost crrbs (Or1,podc

-ftbririr) make this harsh erlvironment

their horne. These onnivores will eat

.rnyttri lg lefi orr the ride.l ine.They l ive

in deep burrows and only coue out at
uighr. Chosr crabs.rre fanrotrs for cheir

speed over the srnd. If pulsued on the

beach they start to zigzag, with sudden
stops to conftise and avoid their assailant

Previous page
Main Land clabs lNeosatmatium
meinetti) arc usually vegetarian, but as
this flame fiddler crab has discovered,
may eat meat if the opportunity arases

Below left A ghost crab or munbar.

Below Small sand bubbler crabs make
these radiating patterns with tiny balls,
in the process of extracting iood
particles from the sand.

During the day, their presence is revealed

by fteshly rnade burrows, with
sand and shell 5;rit next to thet'n.

On beaches, land hertrrit crabs
(Cocnobita variabilis) ot irr;tmunga catl
be seen browsing through the leafliner
washed lshorc. They carry a snail shell

to protect cheir soft tail. tn the shell,
they allso carrry sone water to avoid

drying out. Now and chen they need a

refill, and have to take a dip in the sea.
lfin dangel they retract into their shell

and close it offwith their large claw. As

a strong shell is essential, fiey batde
over the best exalnPles,lnd have special

ways to throw a snuller oPPonent out
of its housing. l)r,rring the day, they
hide in bushes or umder shore litter, but

their tracks, lelding frorn the shore to
the pirrdert. give tlreir presettce :rw:ty.

Mangroves
Many crabs occur in the

mangroves, but two species really stand
out. Flanre fiddler crabs (Uca -flaunnla\
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