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r.lttcr_flics rrc thc bcst knou'll of

rhe rvorlr. l 's Lrrgcst glouP of

anir lr ls, rhc insccts. Tltcrc tre lbout

130 burtcrfly spc'cics nerivc !o \)Vcstcrl

Ausrrr l i l ,  of rvlr ich (r0 occur in lhc

soLllh wcst oa Wcstcrn Attsrralil. Vcry

ti't. )to*,cvcr, vctrttrt-c itrto ger-dctls. :Lncl

orr l-v.t  hl:rcl f i r)  l rc '  r tr lc lo corl tplctc

rhcir l i fc '  cyc)e thcrc In t turny r.rrban

elers. fc\\ ,  btrt tcrt l ics. c\ccPt i l ) t loduccd

\ l r a  r r '  \ r (  l r  . r r  t l r c  i . r l ' l ' r t c  r v l r i r e

(.l)io'i-r ralr,rr) lrd thc ycllorv rnd o:luqe

pllrn cl lr ls (C-t l /rrcrrts arlq/rrd.s rr ld ( i

tr i rJroi)( | / ,r) . .uc eblc to thrivc

Tlrc l i fc c,vcle of :r  butrcrf lY

is :r conrplcr yet rcrnerklblc

tf t  r)st i)rnlrt t ion Thc larvle (c:rtcrpi l l  s)

a:c of lcn ruost teldi lv sccn rt  r l ight,

\ \ : i th ir  goo(l tolch It  is thcl) thir l l lx l ly

spccics 1i ' t 'c l ,  l r iding dttr ing t l lc ( lay to

.I 'oid prccietor-s. such r ls t) i lds l l )d

N.lsp\. or- !o cscrlpc rlre clcsicc:rting

\ t r l r r r l l \ ' l  l r c  l ! .  I J . ,  r t r ' , .  r l l .  l . r I t  r \

skin is rot sufl lcicntlv f lcxiblc to

:rccorrrrrrodltc irs qrorvth. ic rnotl l ts,

usu;r l ly f ivc t i lncs, irs i t  gtorvs. Thc

fir l l  rnoult proclrtccs Iro! . t  l l t {e: '

, . r r r r  f  i l l r r  l \ r r t  I  f r r l \ ' r . , \ r  i l r l r ' . r l i t  T l r i '
js sonrccirrrcs crl lcci l  lcst i t tg phesc, but

r lrc pupl orr l ,v rppcirrs f t)  trc rcst inr::

wirhir i ts skin. i t  is rcotg;rnisi lg irsel i

. r .  . r  I ' r r t t c r t l r  F , , r  r r r , ' . r  bL r t t u r t \  'Pc .  i c '

i r  thc sotl th-wr's!,  thcle is onlv onc

l lcncr- ir t i ()n I  ye:rr.  r tnci the lcl l r l r

[Tuttcrf ly lppcers in spring or clr l ,v

surl t lDct- Sol) lc. l roN'cr 'cr.  sttch .ts tht '

rvedgc gress-skipper'  ( ,4,r i- \ l , l / ' r

\  tutosrntn), eppcrr in rhe r l ! l !uDrl l  A

lr. l l l )bcr of ipccies hevt '  scvcrel
, - l r ' r u r , r t i o r \  . r  \ ( . l r .  , r l l \ l  t l r , .  l ' r r t t u r  i .  '

c i l ] ]  apPcilr  al iny sc. lson

The benefits of butterfly
gardening

Sinrply to hlvc buttcrf l ics visi t  vour

rt lrdcn is lrr  upl i f i i r tq cxpcriertcc. More

r r \ , r f . l I | r r  ' t r l l  i '  r . '  l r ' r r r  t l r ,  l , r r t t t r t l i , *

lctul) l ,v btcecl ir t  yottt  orclcn.Thcrc rs

rhcn tht '  aclclcd intcrcst of scci l lq the

buttcrf l iL-s l . tv rhei l  cggs. oi t i r tcl ing

cnqs, l : l rvi lc end prtplt ' ,  rnt l  of lclr  nirrg

rbor,rt  rhc' trrrt tcr l ly 's l i f t '  cyclc.

A part iculer joy is sccirrg nervlv

crlcrged btrtcrf l ics lppcer-bright,

f lcsh, pcfcct specirnctrs. born at lci  br ' . 'd

in drc getdcn. Atrd of cortrsc. ol l  r l

broecler scllc, \\'c havc the slrist:.lctiol)

of knorvirrg thit t  \ \ 'c r lrc dol l lq

sonrethinq of bcncfir  to coDsL' l-vrt ion

l J r  l t . r r r r r 5  I ' t r t t ,  r ' l l i c .  b r , , . h r r {  i r r

thc gardcn. rvc benctir  othcr i lni ln.r l \

too Tlrc cttits, llrvec :rnd puplc' of

Previous paEe
A spotted jezebel lDelias aganippe) on
flowers of bottlebrush \Ca istemon sp.).
Photo - Tom Chvoika

Above caper white laying eggs.
Photo - Jiri Lochman

Left The western xenica (Geitoneura
minyas) is common in bushlands and
parklands around Perth, and sometlmes
visits nearby gardens.
Photo - Sallyanne Cousans
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osle pl1or1s rlJp:t3 d6rottnq pooS y

i(qrearr largr o1 olcq^\atuos

Lu.qt Srrr^r8 .{q 's33a ,(e1 ot trst.r

Irqt s.rgr.unq asotlt ot lgasn:q,{tut
srutld-poo-1 ot uoltlppt ol sluqd rttrll

3ur.,lro:S ':e,ra,ro11 urerp rrsr,,r ot ,{q 1tr
teql s.rB-r.urq.soqt e.s ot no^ .{olle

seoP rr rnq-solDlellnq ol lu.ooq Iuer
.lllll Jo sr 'se 

l)snr.qt ^q 'sturld retlalt

Fur,ro:8 'suaprr:S utq:nqns ur lnjnuald
(1.rrr3 arr s.llddns JrrJJu eluIS

'raJr aqt ot a^rlttl sturldjo slJ,\\ou

eqt .rejald,{1tnsn s:rg"ralnq'styttso:

plcri [r^r DrlrlrJr'7 p.t! rJ.\pp,rB' se q]ns

s-r.,/!\ou lllox. JFIA\ 'slods 
PeJ.ll.tls

sapuqedsuaf
uewqcol/uostes sruuao - olotld

'(esoc\rul seldepsv)
lueld uel\s to pea/v\riltu.l paar snolxou

aql'lueld-pooJ r!aLll uo sla]apue^
pellec osle 'lsnddlxatd sneueo)

sar[raDnq qc]euou pacnpor]ul e^oqv

tnq duuns ur u,\\ol8 .Ju ,{eqr 3r rsaq

s.rgl.lnq tms p,,vr strrqd .relra5l
'Pee,{\ 

Puqqsnq
e a[toJeq utJ 'oo] 'lI eluts'u,torg

.q tou plnoqs (D.tL)utDr Dttl,lttv7) NLTE]rrcI

no[urlro] tnq 'aldruexa pooS raqtoue

rr (dds ualtrn.T) seueluvl spullqsnq

olur prerds ruJql lal ot tou u.ltl aq

plnoqs e.rpr tnq'(dds ur4pprg) seqsnq

Lgraunq .pnpur .s.qf slueld ruJ.u

poo8 erc sat:ads crloxc ,l,ro3 y
'sPuBIqsnq

sepr,,rur .{lrpear tr afurs 'a^lasar

qsnq r rtau :,rq no,{ 3r u,rtor6 aq

tou PInoqs tnq'sarlFJllnq ol e^u)EJllr

,{.ra^ sr tr/rrrrrlJrr, uutDrDldutDl)) xe|\

uotplt:ag auutotcl,lt4l put LDtDlDpw
'umutdsoldtl 'rr;t)J,g, rlJuag aqt uI

slutld pur ( dds uaotll;otltluy) seatsse:8
'(Dtut8tuiaJ' u;1artir7) outlueq letseor
'Dno|i 

\rD,r//J,ir.rC .pnlJul tlsl^ ueuo

srruialtnq leql srutld g4q:eqlg fdds
tltlltDA4) se]E)rg,rl urql]Ilsnv u.lolselx\

st q)ns's.rs lP durru 8urpn1:ur 'stutld

ltlfatl 8lrursr^ Jo PuoJ olt sal0rallnq

tlnpB .(uettt !.t^r!l )rp ,{q uatta
'sturld-poo3 Jqt ol uoulppt ul

'slueld-poo3 :tlnrttrr:d

stl Jo aJoru ro Juo ,\\or8 ol Paau IJL/I\
no,('uop:e8 Jno,{ ur peelq ot saltrads

.{g-rounq rtlttrtt.red u c6tlto:uo ol
'oroj..reqJ rltrrJ stnrld aqt rrqr rre aql

ur sPJruraql SuuralaP 'll rrs Jo asttas

t ,{q arr:roy ,{aqr q:rq,t 'su1d-poo3 aqt

(ot rsop ro) uo s33a -ueqr de1 serg-touncl

ep(u.J eqJ so11ttut3 tutld ruo:ogtp

ur'stLtrld tuer{}rp .lrnb cto paaJ srlreds

,{Errullq tuo.ref}lp Jo er:.r:t1 aqa (sruuld
-poo3 rrrq, uutld palelar ,{1eso1: ,t:-1

r IFro tro peaj Ilrl\ tsour Prrt's.]:)Jllos
poo3 Jo .Jroql :t:ql ut relnrrt:td ,(r:,r

a:e ,{oql uur:1d 3o Jiierlo1 cqt uo preJ

srrlJds tsourJo aD^rrl arll'slJ,\\oD ruorJ

rqrarr ,{y:tlnrrl-rtd 'spooj prnbrl snor-te,l

uo pog serlFelrnq llnptr sr..r.qa\
'ptu,lyutl d1t

rir s)irg loog qsngl :tlndod aql Sutpta:

ro (teu:lseqarnttrr',l,,t,t) Jltsqa^\

as!€[..rn]rN (s.y',11y3) s.luerlraFr:trc6

PuyI pur uort!^resrro)Jo luartn.rudacJ

aqt Surtrsr^ ,{q satrads rtp tnoqtr

urral ,{qrrJu ,{11trn1tu rnrro tcql

:o t1:r1n3o: uep.rr8 rno.{ trst^ ^pr.rlu

tlrql s.r).ds esoqt €ut8urnoJLI. .{q utls
'alduus lr daal or sr Srrnrrp:t8 ,{B-ralnq

3o cldr:urrd lutt.rodLul tsotu rql

uepreF i(ureunq e plrng
'sPrurrrr l:rFo -roj .rallatls ro PooJ

sr ll}asl1 oslu ar! rro Prrq ol scr0lallnq

.ro3 u,tlorF sar:rds lutld atlt Jo ,{utrtl

puy ulrr{J pooJ erp Jo lrtd llrn.rodrul

ur nraql 3ut4:ru 'sJaplds pttt sdsel\
'sPJrzrl 'sPrrq ro-l pooj .-rr s.Iurtllnq
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r . r t l r . l  t h , r r r  . r l l  r , r g . r l l c r  i l r  , , r l e  p , r t c l l .

. . r r  l r . l p  c r t ' L t r ' c  t l t , r L  t t t , r t .  l . t t r . , .

' r u r i r e  \ \ ' l r cn  t l r e  l . r r r , r c  f L r l ) r t c -  t l l . ,

o t i c r  ' eeL  h i , l i r r g  p l . r . e '  , r r t r o r t s  t hc

i i r l i . r gc  o i  l o l  ' h r r r b '  \ o  l t r  r r r . r k i r r g

r r | .  t l t c r c  . l l a  r r r , r \ \ . \  o t  i l . t t t e  l ou

' h rL r l r '  i r r  t l t r '  g . r r Je r t -  , , r  , r r l l c r  r l , r , r k '

, l r ) ( l  ,  r . l 1 l | r i c .  \  hc t c  t l r e  pL lp , r .  c . r r l  l l i L l . .

r r ( ) r c  ! , l r r  r r t r  r  i r .  . t t r , l  .  t t t e t  g .

l . r t t L  r l l i c s

A  s r , r J  o f  u . r l r t i t r q :  . 1 , r  r l o t  o rL l c l

'  i . 1 .  
j . r r  "  t '  r r r '  I r r "  r ' . r

l ' . r gc '  , r L r , , L r r  L t r r t t t r  i l r e .  I  hc  p l . r r r t r

' ' r . . r r . l ' r r ' l l r

( ) t r l  r r . l l i \ .  l r L r t t . r l l i e '  t o  l r r c t i l  o r l

n r ( i r r ' ( ) \ f r  \ ( ) r r l r  l r . r r c  t l t e  1 t , , t . l r t i . r l  r , ,

l r e r , r r r r e  . t ' r  i oL r '  r r ccL l '

l J L r r t i . r l l r  l . r r r . r .  , l t .  . r l ' r r  r e r r

re r r . i t i r e  t , ,  i r r . c , t i . i . l , '  . r r r J  l r c r l , i . i . l e '

\ r '  '  r - ' 1 r ' ' - '  r  r '  r "  ' r '  r '  : l

I r L r t t .  r i l r c * .  l , r r t  i 1 r . r !  t '  i r t  qc t r c r . r l .  . 1 .  \ \ . l l

. r '  o t l r c r  , r r r i r r r . r l '  . L r , l t  . r .  l r z , r r , l ' . l r l , l

b i l t l '  ( i . r ' t l c r r  u . t Js  L , r r r  L l L r , r l l r  L ' c

( ( ) r t f ( ) l l e ! l  1 , r  l r . r r r J  f . r r t i . r r l . r r ' l r  i t  r , , L t

l . . r  '  . .  1  ' r  
' r r  ' r .  l  r

s l r L r l r s  t o  i o r r r f e t c  r r i t l r  t l r c  r r ce . l '

. . . but will they come?
( ) t  r l r c  ( ) 1 1  L r r r l t t r i l r  ' f e t r c '  o l

' o r r r l r  u t r t c t r r  AL r . t r , r l i . r .  o r t l r  . r l , oL r t  l l

l r . r \ r  t l r c  f ( ) ( r r l i . r l  t o  i , r c e J  r r r  r o L r r

: , . r .  r ' - r "  r l r r ' l  r  I ' r  t

l ' . . '  l l  l l  l  r ' r  t  '  i
' , , , r t r t r t , , r r  . { . t r . l c r r ' p . . i , ' .  l l r g l r l r

I r ) ( ) i r i I r '  \ | ( i i ( \ ' . I I ) i I  \ 1 r . ( 1 . \  t l r . r l  \ \ . r r r ( l e r

' l r o r  t  t l i r t , r r r L  c '
(  o r t r t r L r t t  q . r r . l t r r  \ | c . i r \  L r r . c ( l  ( ) l l

( ) l l f  ( ) r  r ( i f f  ( ( i l l l l l l ( ) l l  g l l r l l . l l  I l , l l l r \ .  
( ) l

g , r r . l c r r  s t . . l '  f l r L r  . r l l  ! r r ppe r r  t , '  l ' , '

. l L r i t c  t i r r r  L rL r t t . r 11 i . .  t l r c  l , r r gc ' r .  r l r ,
' ' ' , ; r " l  

I l  l r '  /  t ' t '  I t

. r r J  r h .  r r cJgc  g r . r *  ' l i ppc r ' .  h . r r e  . L

r r i r r g ' l , r r r  o i , ' r r l "  . r l . L rL r t  t l o  . r r r . l  . r  l r r l t

Top left  Nat ve plants gro$/ing on a
suburl lan roads de verge lr  Perth.
Photo Sa/iyanneCousaDs

Centre left  Western brown l lLl t terf ies
aTe conrnrof on the Dar lng scarp, l lut
!sua ly scaTce on the coastal pla n
Phata Robe[t Pawell

Left Native everlast ings. such as th s
orange inrnrortelLe lwaitzta acunJinata).
are the food-p ants of the Austra lan
pa ntecl ady.
Phata - Matie Lochtl)an
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The life cycle o[ the qdmirol butterfly

Egg (greatly enlarged)

+
- . ) r

Leaf with larval shelter
(the folded leaf blade
on the right)

Butterfly shortly
after emerging

i ts rrotrnl l  rertgc (scc 'Austr l l iu

Aclrnirr i ' .  L'- lNDS(lO.Pil '  Winter

1992). 13ec.rust 'of i$ glcrt nrobi l i ry rnd

i lcLlrc scnsc ofsrrrel l  fbt ics food-pl lnts,

rhe ldutir l l  is orre oi thc easicr

buttcdl ies to l t t l . lct to blced i l l  t l lc

guclcrr.  clcspitc bei l lg usttal l-r '  vcrv

scercc ir t  t l rost of sclulh-\ 'estevn

Austl l l ia-

Tryirrg ro ! l t t l -Jct sol) le l l ighly

ruobi lc specics-such :rs the cltcquer'cd

s*rl lo\\ ' t i l i l  (P,4i lr , ,  r i trrrolt ' rrs). rhe snlr l l

gr lss-vcl lo\ '  (Ertrt t tra -rrt t i / , l r)  and cht '

ci lpcr \ 'hi tc (Bc/r 'rrois - l ,rr ' , r)- is less

rvorthNhilc. siucc l l rc,v lPPcilr  in l)el lh

onit 'occesiorr.r i l rr
The thirr l  crccgor-v col l lpr lscs

spr'cics thirl rrc llrgclY coDfinc(l to

buslrhrtcls. btt t  : t tctbi ie cl l() t lgl l  to
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wlldcr into subtttban gerdens

neirbv, whele theY soluerinres Lrreed

Tl-rey include the comuron (or

rvcstern) brorvn (Httottn1'npln nctLtpe),

saltbnsh blue ( T/rcrlirl{'-rt/rr'-r s (\? t t t t d I d),

si lver-spotted ochre (?iapc-- i t t ' -r

tr ,{drfcdo,rrrarr-t ,  anrethyst hl i lstreek

jdlnt 'nus iLi! i rrs), varied hl i tstrerk

\Jalnutus i t t<trrs), 11'c51g1n bl l lglLrush

bluc (1-lrcr iirtrtlrcs /l'-ycrla) ltrd rvatrle

blue (T/rcri irrot/l'-r rrri-rtirrr). lf you sec'

iDV of these species i :r  voLl l  giudel l

fronr tinrc to riruc, prrticuhrly if yort

l ivc nelr :r  Lrushl l t td, i t  is rvorrh

grorving thcir fbod-PiinG rt) el lcour' : lge

drcm to breed.

Of bulrcrf l ies t l l : l t  cln be 1rlracled

into the gardeu, i l  is lhe ones in this

grouP thit  lnosr r lced -vour hclp to

Above Lesser wanderct \Danaus
chrysippus) on the heath Plant
Le u copogo n race m u I o s u s.
Photo SallyanneCousans

Left The butterf ly l i fe cycle. This
butterf ly is a common garden visi tor '
tllustration - Robert Fleming

r-eclucc t l tc et lects t io:t l  thc clc.rr ing oi

bushland lle.ts tirr r'rrbrn clcveloptlrent

T l t u  r r c r c t r r r  b r t t r r - l ' l r t l r  I ' l r l c .  l o r '

c \ i l l ) l p l c .  i s  l : ugc l y  I cs t r i c r cc l  r o . t

t t i l r low cotstr l  st l  ip [rctrvecl) FreDuntlc

r)d lJt lrrblrD'.  lnd is decl ining :rs land

colrlinLles !o be cleer-ccl fol' housirtg.

Like thc' seclcntrrv bttrtcrf- l ies.

Ircnl iol lcd bclo\ ' ,  thev ere ;r lso

vulrtcrable ro bushfires.

And what of the others?

Sone butterf ly species-such ls thc

wcs!erl je\vcl (Hi,prrc/rr1'sopr' irail',ltrrr-$.

llrge bronze azrrre (Ogyli-r irlrrro) ;rn'1

nrost sPecics of skiPPer-atc ver,v

tunl ikelv ro bt 'ed ir t  ,vour gltdcn. They

rlecd bushlind hlbitats erlrl lre :tlso

verv sederturr-v. trerelY venturrt lq

ourside thei l  brcedittg :rreits. Norv lhrt

so rnuch l lnd has bectr cie.trcd. thel '

tencl to occrtr i t t  sl1)ir l l .  isol i ted

p . rp t r l . r t i u r r .  r r r  i i o l r t eJ  I ' r r ' h l r r r d ' .  l i  I

bLrshhnd is tot. l l lv bul- l t .  . lncl rr

popull t ion oi one of t i rcse trt l t tedhcs

dcstro,vccl,  thc species is l ikcl1'  to

becottre loc.r l l -v c\t i l lct.  sincc

iucl ivicluals f iortr other poptl l l r ions rvi l l

nor t l ,v f i r  ertough to t lrrcl  rnd

l
I
I

Pupa a day before
butterfly emerges,
with wing colours showlng

Larva hanging

. ! t

Butterfly with wings
fully expanded,
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