


World Heritage Property

by Sue McKenna

The Shark Bay World
Heritage Property is

2.2 million hectares of land
and water on the westernmost
point of Australia. In this
scenic icon, environmental
values, tourism and
indigenous beliefs come
together to create a melting

pot for future management.




he local Yadgalah Aboriginal

people’s name for Shark Bay is
Gadhaagndu, meaning ‘two waters’, or
‘twin bays’. Yadgalah iself means
‘friend’. The origins of the name
Monkey Mia are unclear. Mia is the
Aboriginal word for home or abode.
One theory is that the bay was an
anchorage for the schooner Monkey in
the 1830s. Hence, home of the Monkey.

[ts hard to imagine the life of
1850s,

pastoralists  who, in the

established sheep stations in the harsh
and unforgiving country inland from
the beautiful bays. The land is dotted
with graves of children who died of
typhoid, men who died in the
shipwrecks, women who died in
childbirth. The only communication
was by telegraph, and getting produce
to Fremuantle involved taking wool and
sandalwood by barge from Shark Bay
to ships near Dirk Hartog Island.

One Shark Bay pastoral station was
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Hamelin Station, which adjoins
Hamelin Pool, an inlet that contains
abundant
examples of stromatolitic microbialites
in the world. These were the dominant
ecosystems on Earth for 3,000 million
years, and they were able to release free

oxygen—and hence {eventually) allow

the most diverse and

the first oxygen-breathing animals to
evolve. On a still day, beneath the
boardwalk jetty, which spans the
stromatolites, you can see this process
under way, as oxygen bubbles float to
the surface. You can also see the deep
tracks gouged by carts as they pushed
their way through the ‘soft rocks’ to
load the barges with wool more than a
century ago. The soft rocks were, in
fact, living stromatolites that have
grown so slowly you can see the tracks
£Ver now.

In pioneering days Denham had no
roads connecting it to the outside
world, even though it had a pearling
and fishing population of 5,000. But
the pearling industry has diminished
and its permanent population is now
around 800. Its newer industries are
nature-based tourism and fishing.

Today, the road to Shark Bay from
the North-West Highway is a
typewriter ribbon of black asphalt
banded by red dirt. It glides through
salt and gypsum pans, or birridas, winds
its way past beautiful beaches and harsh
limestone country, and bisects a
predator proof fence across an isthmus
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Main Red Cliff Bay on Peron Peninsula
in Francois Peron Mational Park.

Photo — David Bettini

Inset Ribbon grass, one of Shark Bay's
12 seagrass species.

Photo — Clay Bryce/Lochman
Transparencies

Above left Bernier Isiand (top) and Dorre
Island (bottom).
Photo — David Bettini

Left Stromatolites at Hamelin Pool are
believed to be the world's oldest living
grganisms. On a clear day, visitors on
this boardwalk can see their air bubbles
rising to the surface.

Photo — Bill Belson/Lochman
Transparencies




Above A pied cormorant colony at Dirk
Hartog Island.
Photo — Jiri Lochrman

Below right Big Lagoon in Francois
Percn National Park.
Photo — David Bettini

that protects Shark Bay’s native animals
trom the European fox and feral cat.
The road passes through the small
coastal town of Denham, nestled on
the edge of Francois Peron National
Park, before cnding in the resort
settlement of Monkey Mia.

Shark Bav 15 renowned for the
dolphins that wvisit Monkey Mia, but
they are just one aspect of it
covironmental significance. The natural
attractions are as viried and stunning as
the land and seascapes. Steep Point,
where the sheer and  frightening
Zuytdorp Clifts stand sentinel to a
graveyard ol sailing ships smashed by
the huge swells of the Indian Ocean, 1s
as far west as you can get on mainland
Australia. I you arrive by boat, it is a
stunning entrance to the Shark Bay
Marine Park.

Appreaching the bay by boat you
will see sea eagle mnests on isolated
islands, cormorant colonies on the
chiffs, dugongs, stingrays and
dolphins in the water. Reefs stretch
between Dirk Hartog Island and the

Bellefin Peninsula. Further into Shark

and

Bay Marine Park, vou will find seagrass
meadows and  patches of coral 1n
prisilne condition.

Carctully dropping vour anchor at
any of the hundreds of secluded bays or
inlets, you can snorkel across the coral
or scagrass, admire the bird life and
enjoy  the  breathtaking
fringing the fingers of land

beaches

i b
f I? Fer e || Carnﬂnu;n'

} llant e

r Barnlar and ll_
f."' Dorre inlands )\ LEGEND
t | | Kature Resarve Matine nature 1eserve
It e Marine patk
Dignm i ational par
¢ Tingr ﬁ_ N | oark
} § lothnd Nature reserve

= Hetitage boundary
= Sealed road
- -1 === [Unsealed 10ad

L=

bt - . -—-- Tiack
f ' v T P-T:ﬂ Herth . .
| [ PukHariog = | 0 10 20 30 40
4 Lslmnd Snui By R
) \ yling =A Muting Park h Kilometres
'} | Francols Part T e
| Notional Park "

o T -
WA 5
: . | Hamelin Pool
Yoo reamrsidl
HM.SSM,,..,.“'\_._..—I‘—-\-IL _;] ¥ I e | l;'latrlne
i ! _ ) . Nature 5
Bellefin ' --r‘ X ,.Ill J'L Useles;}"- . | Reserve |

-?-'.t‘ Hamghn

L Telegraph Station
| Poo! |

P b]- %-i;m;;- I! I‘I:?TII::ITI
DA LY s
TAAERT A EAN \. | _._d:‘,lﬂ

R
\ Reserve ’s.
T

\_';T_J

® Shark Bay
World Heritage area

LANDSCOPE 53




What is a World Heritage Property?
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Francois Peron National Park

A trip by tour-wheel-deive velucle
to Cape Peran, along Peron Peninsula.
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andscape na less mspiring. Acacua and
maallee shrubs Tiog the sand, while salt-
tolemne mwlherre-colaured  plines

cling 1o the eruse of the birmdas fale

Above A western bared bandicoot. one
ot several species reintroduced to
Francois Peron National Park through the
Project Eden captive breeding program.
Pheto — Qi Lochman

Left The westem coast of Heirisson
Prong Bay under the mangrove cliffs
Photo — Marie Lochman




Above Shark Bay has the largest
seagrass beds in the world, with 4,000
square kilometres, including the Faure
Sill seagrass beds pictured.

Photoe — David Bettini

Right A dugeng and calf above a
seagrass bed.

Photo — Geoff Taylor/Lochman
Transparencies

and gypsum pans) that dot the
landscape. Look along any beach and
you may see a line of pied cormorants
sunbasking at the water’s edge. Stop on
any walking track and watch as a
Goulds monitor (Faranus  gouldify
crosses your path. Close your eyes and
you’ll hear the enchanting whistle of
threatened birds such as the thick-
billed grasswren (Amytornis textilis).
Wildlife thar was once threatened
by introduced predators such as the fox
and the feral cat are now returning to
the Francois Peron National Park,
thanks to the Department of
Conservation and Land Management's
(CALM?') Project Eden captive
breeding and reintroduction program.
The land in Shark Bay consists of
two main promontories and several
islands including Bernier, Dorre (two of
Australia’s most important mammal
conservation reserves) and Dirk Hartog
islands. One of the promontories is the
Peron Peninsula, which once supported
the Peron Station pastoral lease. The
other promontory is Edel Land, which
includes Heirrisson and DBellefin
prongs. There are several smaller islands,
important as seabird nesting sites.

In 1990, CALM bought Peron
Station, which covered most of the
Peron Peninsula. More than 17,000
sheep were removed and 12,000 goats
eradicated (about 300 still survive
there). The station was gazetted as the
Francois Peron National Park in 1992,
and in 1994 CALM set up one of its
most ambitious projects, Project Eden
(see “Shark Bay Marsupial Heaven’ on
page 9). The aim of Project Eden was
to reintroduce—after introduced
animal control—locally extinct species
to improve their conservation status and
to create ecotourism opportunities.

Indigenous and other partners

Many partners are now working
together to manage this priceless piece
of earth and ensure that any future
developments enhance and educate
visitors about the reasons Shark Bay
was listed as a World Heritage Property.
CALM works with the Yadgalah

Aboriginal Corporation, international
researchers, the Shire of Shark Bay, the
nature-based tourism operators, the
Shark Bay Arts Council, the Shark Bay
Primary School, Shark Bay Tourism
Association and the community at
large to promote Shark Bay as a place
of world environmental excellence.
Darren Capewell is the manager of
the Yadgalah Aboriginal Corporation
and a firm believer that indigenous
people have an integral part to play in
conservation. He  believes  the
indigenous partnership with CALM is
vital on a number of different levels
including local employment, education
and environmental management.
More than 120 Aboriginal sites have
been registered in the World Heritage
Property, some within the boundaries of
Francois Peron National Park, including
burial and midden sites. Darren is
working on an interpretation plan for the
entire area, and sees CALM as an ally in
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addressing issues such as hshing, the
emvironment and - cultural - herirage.
Several Aboriginal people now work for
the deparmient as trainee recrues, tainee
rangers and administrative statf. while
members of the comnumnity are intensely
involved  with CALM i carchung,
tagaing and monitoring dugengs

i cood o see Abonginal sutl a
CALM and we

people e come thiough the ranks... |

WU (0 COUOLTIge

feol thae tmes are canging and tha
CALM s a4 benchmatk fron which we
can develop  parmerships with  the
Departnient of Fishenes, the Shire off

Shark Bay and others” Datren said

“Once. ow members used o take a
cheap shot ar CALM, buc now ow
relationships e positive: we want o
contmue and lear as much as we can
frean the process, and the rele that we

can play in the World Heritage Properns”
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CALMY  Shark  Bay
Manager. David  Rose, believes che
department s redefining its assoctation
with people across Western Austrabia,
with the management at Shark Bay
leading the wav. FHe applauds the
involvement of Aboriginal people, and
s constantly involved in other
NRINAZCINCTT Projects

“We're munaging (Tom a conservaion

perspective . We deal with internagonal
and national environmental rescarchers,
manage  the captive breading of
endangered animals at Project Eden, and
creare and manage tourise Gwilities such
as the Monkey  Mia Visiton

caompgrounds, walking oacks and the

Clenure,

narine cmvironment, he sad

“This has o be balanced against other
interests—holiday accomumodaton, wur
hoat aperators, new and old businesses

and dhe pearling mdustry”

Above Yadgalah Aboriginal Cerporation
manager Darren Capewell (second from
left) encourages Aboriginal people, such
as Daniel Cock (second from right}, to
join CALM as indigencus trainees. They
are pictured with CALM senior ranger
Carl Beck (left) and CALM's Shark Bay
district manager David Rose.

Photo — Sue McKenna

Left The Zuytdorp Cliffs—a stunning
entrance to the Shark Bay Marine Park.

Below left Monkey Mia tourists with
bottlenose dolphins.
Photos - Jiri Lochman

Mark Hook. the Chict’ Executive
Oftficer of the Shire of Shark  Baw
agrees, and works closely with CALM
to find solutions to evervday issues.

Mest make a special trip to see the
Monkey Mia dolphins—rfour mothers
and their female progeny-—being ted at
Maonkey M as part of a caretully
controlled  management  prograim.
allowing tourists the chance to interace
with. and be cducared sbout, the
beautitul sea creatures

The

future of Shark Bay i clear: at as 2

overall message about the
World Heritage Property set aside for
1rs environmental significance:its turure
depends on how we plan fon its future,
and parocululy how we preserve and

L‘lll].‘lI}CL‘ the environment

AN else should follow? My Rose snd

Sue Mcienna is Manager of
Publications and Projects in CALM's
Strategic Development and Corporate
Aftains Division. She can be contacted
on (08} 9389 8644 or Ly email
[sunmggcalm wa. gov )
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Erratum
The photograph in the Autumn 2004 issue of LANDSCOPE (mid left,

page 52} is the rare Dinris purdiei not Diuris corpmbosa as stated in the caption.

The photograph in the Summer 2003-04 issue of a snail on p. 56 and p. 61
was incorrectly captioned. The photo is of the introduced predatory snail
Oxychilus sp., which is thought to be at least partly responsible for the
extinction of the Pemberton and Albany snails, and is a threat to many of
our native terrestrial snails.

Publishing credits

Executive editor Caris Bailey

Editor David Gough

Assistant editor Calolyn Thomsaon Dans
Contributing editors Verna Costello,
Rhianna Mooney

Scientific/technical advice

Kevin Kenneally, Paul Jones, Chiig
Simpson Keith Morris

Design and production Tiffany Aberin,
Maria Duthie, Nalalie Jolakoski,
Gooitzen van der Meer

lllustration Gooitzen van der Mee)

Rolb Fleming

Cartography Promaco Geodiaft
Marketing Estelle de San Miguel

Phong (08) 9334 0296 Fax (08) 9334 0452
Subscription enquiries

Phone {08) 9334 0431 ca (08) 9334 0457
Prepress Advance Press

Printing Advance Prass, Westem Austiralia
© ISSN 0815-4465

Al malerial copyright No parf of the contents
of the publication may be repraduced
without the consent of the publishers
Plzase do not send unsolicited material,
hut feel free to contact the editors

Visit NalureBase ai www naturebase net

Published by the Department of
Conservation and Land Managemeant,
17 Dick Perry Avenue. Kensington,
Western Austialia

WML,
s .
§ >
Lf‘h.r O DEPARTMENT GF
AW )z Conservation
e AMD LAMD MANAGEMENI

iy

LANDSCOPE 5





