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he local Yadgal:rh Aboriginal
peoplet nlme fbr Shar* Bay is

C;rdhaagudu, melrning 'nvo wltcrs', or
' t lv in 

blys'.  Yadgrlah i tself  I 'uelns
'f i iend'.  The origins of the nlrne

Monkey Mia are utclear. Mia is the

Aboriginal rvord for home or abode.

One theory is drat the bay rvas an

.rrclromge lol ths schooucr.I , /oa(cy i l

the 1830s. Hence, home of the - i l4ort lcy.

It's hrrd to iruagine the life of

plstoral ists rvho, in the 1850s,

established sheep stations it the harsl't
and unforgiving country inland from
the beautiful bays. The land is dotted
with graves of children rvho died of
typhoid, men who died in the
sh ipwrecks .  wor r re r  w l ro  d ied  i r t
childbirth. The only cornmLrnication
was by telegraph, lnd getting produce
to Fremantle ilvolved t:rking wool and
srndalwood by brrge frorn Shark Bry
to ships near Dirk Hartog Islarrd.

One Shark Bay p;rstor;rl station was

\

Harnelin Station, which adjoins
Hanelin Pool, :rn inlet that contains
the most diverse and abundant
e*urrples of strornatolitic microbialites
in che world.These were the doninant
ecosystems on Earth for 3,000 million
years, and they were able to release free
orl,gel-and hence (eventually) allow
the first oxl'gen breathing anilnlrls to
evolve. On a still dry, beneach the
boardw:rlk jetty, rvhich spans the
stromatolites, you c:rn see this process
under wly, as orygerl blbbles float to
the sufirce. You can also see the deep
tracks gouged by carts as they pushed
their way thror.rgh the 'soft rocks' to
load the barges rvith wool nrorc than il
certrrry i lgo. Tlre .olt locks rvele. irt
fact, l iving stromatolites th.lt hrve
grown so slowly you can see dre tracks
even nolv

In pioneering days Denham had no
roads connecting it to the outside
world, even though it had a pearling
and frshing population of 5,000. But
the pearling industry has dininished
and its permlnent population is now
around 800. lts newer industries are
nlture-based tourism and fishing.

Today, the road to Shark Bay from
the North-West Highway is a
typervriter ribbon of black asphalt
banded by red dirt. It glides through
salt and gypsum pans, or birridas, winds
its way past beautiful beaches and harsh
limestone country, and bisects a
predator proof fence across an isthmus

Previous page
Main Red Cliff Bay on Peron Peninsula
in Francois Peron National Park.
Photo - David Bettini
Inset Ribbon grass, one of Shark Bay's
f , z  5 c d B r d s s  s P c L r E s .

Photo - Clay Bryce/Lochman
Transparencies

Above left Bernier lsland (top) and Dorre
lsland (bottom).
Photo - David Bettini

Left Stromatolites at Hamelin Pool are
believed to be the world's oldest l iving
organisms. On a clear day, visitors on
this boardwalk can see their air bubbles
rising to the surface.
Photo - Bill Belson/Lochman
Transparencies
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Above Yadgalah Aboriglna Corporatlon
mandger Darral Cape$e | /se(ond ftonl
,p-) ercoJ'agps Aborlgina people Su(' l
as Dan el Cock (second from right),  to
join CALM as indigenous trainees. They
are pictured with CALM senlor ranger
Car Beck ( left) and CALM s Shark BaY
distr ict manager David Rose.
Phota Sue N4cKenna

Left The Zuytdorp Cli f fs a stunning
entrance to the Shark Bay Mar ne Park

Below left  Monkey Mia tourists wit l ' l
bott lenose dolphins
Pllotos - Jtri Lochnan
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'A l l  
c l 'e  ' [ , r tL ]L l  r in l , \ \ :  1 ,  l { ( i v  ' . , , t j

Sr e McKe rna s Manaler .rT
P!lJ rcai ol ls arrr: l  P oJects n CALN4 S
Sl ate.J c Dcrc ot)n rent afd Ct D.rrate
Affa s D r s.rrr She carr b.,r c.rniacteLl
. in (03)93E9 66,14 or lry enral
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