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hc Lestteru- Netiorr:rl l):rrk is ltr
elce of cxccptionl l  beluq errd

botiLnic; l l  i rupol ' t l11ce. Locltcd neir thc
towl of jurierl ,2u0 ki lonrctrcs Doth of
Perth. i ts 27,(XX) hectirrcs conservc
sonlc oft l le nlost diversc and r_i lrc f lorr
in Wcsrern Austr l l i l .

History and landforms
Thc erel rvls fi$t investig.tcd by

Eurnpc:urs i l  Jr1r1e 1801. *,ben thc
Frc'nch cxploutory vcssel rhe
\irtrrrll,rr( stilcd up rhc co.rst past

Juricl  B:r,v T o pnrminent hi l ls sighted
on thc nr: l i l )hDd \vcri  t l l tnled Moultt
l )erou ;rf icl  rhc expedit ion'.s nerrrral isc,
Frangois l)eron, lncl Mourrt Lcsrreur
l f_ter Ch:rr les Alcxlrrclre Lesucur, ;r
topogrlphicl l  pr inrcr : lnd lr tul ' l l
hiscor' ,v arr ist oD thc e\pcdir ion.
Errropelrs 6rst rr l lcrsed dre Lcsucrrr

lrcl  in l f l39 Hou'ever. rvlrcl  the
l lort l)cr11 srndplairr rcgion betwecn
Perth lnd (lcrlldton u'rts opened up
for pastorl l  trsc in lu5 l .  rnuch of the
Lesueur erel rvas [r1,1'rlssed beceuse of
i ts :  r .rggcd tcrmin lnd poisonorrs pl lnts.

In 1950. ( lhtr lcs Glrcl lcr,  the
Co , ,e r r r r r c r r t  L l o t . l | ) i s t  ( sc r  ' l J ,  ' l . t I l i c
( lrr ;rrdi:rn' ,  L,IND.SCOPE. ALrtuurn

21X)3), terl iscd thc boti l l ical vlrhlc of
thc rcgion ancl rccotnirerrdcd rhet thc

a L4uslr N.tlonal Pa {

itr-ee bc protcctcd fion the efli:cts of
f l :  rr ing urcl nirr ing Mount Lesueur
rvts nr;rde a rcserve lbr educltiolll
pr.rrposcs, but duc to nt ineml tDd

Ic t ru l r r r r r  l  c rp l o r ' . r c i o r t : l r ) d  r  n iDq  i r l
dte erce. drc Lcsueur Netionel lruk rvas
not proclairrred rrnri l  JiDuirry 1992

The p:rrk p:otccts nrlny lendfbrrns
errd soi l  types. The QuindrlLrp rnc{
Spe:rrrvood dune systerrrs on thc
\vestcrn edqc of dle prrk havc siDcly
soi is lnd salt  lekcs drl t  support muy
spccies of Mtt lcs. ] l tclalc'Ltcrts, b: lnkstas
irnd sLlccLl lcl) ts sucb rs senrphi l1s and
coastil pi!!fNce (Cor?rr/rtrats t,lnrn'as).

The  MouDt  Lesucu r  ; r l d
Cocklcshell Gully ele;rs wcrc fornlcd
fionr lncient. sedin)cnur'y rocks that
rense in aqc t ionr 2lJ0 to 150 rrr i l l ion
yeers. A scries of f iul ts shlped the
l:rrtdsclpe, and rnLrch of the arer ir : ls
been larerised (thcir surlrrccs hlve bccn
covcrr:d by r crust of brorvn qlevel

through a process ot '  chc'rnical
wci l therinq). Thc nclr-ciLcuhr rnesa
Mourtt Lcsucur is the ercrls highcst
f lecure ald superf iciel ly :r 'scDlbles e
tc'ef thrr l iscs f iorD t l te srrrrnunding
lendscapc. Horvever, ir  is :rctul l ly l
rctrt tran! of irn errcic:rt  hncl surf ircc th;Lr
rcrrr:r iDs f ir l lorvi lg c\tensive closion of
thc srrrrourrding l :r teri t ic pl:r in.

Plrches of b;rnksia and eucl lypr
wooclhnds occur lhrcLrqhout thc arcr,
ilnd:lrc inlporrilnt lor thc su|vivd ofthe
elldrnqcrcd Cnrnby's bl:rck cockatoo,
u'hich fi'cds on thc brnksia florver heads
iDd csts ir1 trec lrol loNs. Severl l  ot l tcr
species of birds inclucling rhe rcsen!
ptrrot! \vcstcl'I1 rosell;r, l)ort Li[coln

f.rrrot.  b.rI l r  ,rrvi  .rrrt l  l rutrLroL'k orr l
elso nest in the lnndoo rvoodllnds

Fabulous flora
Thc vegcration of this ircr ls

knolrt  ls krvongln, I  Nvoongar
Aborieinal \vord nreanins srndv
coull try \vi t l l  opcn, sclutrtrv veqctat ion.
The visual si tni l l ' i t ,v of this lor,, ,
shrubhncl is, horvever, vcry cleceptive
Tl ' tc 'sc shrubhnds hlve more shrub
specics per ur) i t  i r lca dran any
vcgcti l t ion typc kDown in the Strre. An
arci l  of l(X) scj lr : l re l lctfes ct l t  salppott
trp ro 1(l l )  dif lcrenc spccics. Moreover,

Previaus page
Main PLr-D e sta I a',\!et (Calytrix sp).

Left LesLreLr Nat onal Park

Above Queen of Sheba ad d (fhelymitra
vatlegala)
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,irrur r prn' rro rsn-;o-rcl rrr .\\ilh^ (/lJ,)/)i/1,!/

!()11.i/fl '--o,)irl f ') s.\\r:rl oo:r:.tur:1 u.r.r.r.'

Plrf Pi.l Puf s.\\l:dslr') ,nlol()-r -lo .irldsrP

st(lt ol PiPPu \lird aq] -lo sin^rrr,ro

Prrr slrJi srrl\()i(l 's-\\()llJ.\ 
P;]inolol

rllnlrr rql Prll: s.rLlsn(lirlours -lo sillrl

iIq.\\ ot,(ilh^ alr:-)rlJp :rqr'rp.rr(tlr.irrroq

lrrrd s.r.r.rrogrrr.] illl(l s-ri,\\o[l.ll]ts

r1cl.nr.1 lr.rro11,r:rr11r.-r-1 .uo11rI rqt

l\{1 rr.,i.\(1,(l \.\ll\lrn.ll\.'111 .r rlrrrr'i.r1'
'sr.r,\\ou r.rrrnra- \l:rrr:rr: ,uo11:,r.i rqt qtt,rr

pitsrulro.) (,J/r1,rl r,lrl0/,)l.irl,y_) sall.crr()l

sJli-)o-) Po{: aso.l pI.\\'alirn\.i.rrorl
'lurllr-\r.rn- rlsn.rqr[]tocl (s4rrr'-ri

tttP ttt ttl t) 1) ii-\\ou-laLIlu.)-j trl.rr-rs .rql

l(' \l\.,.1 lrI| lllllfl .1111';.'.r .1,' rr"rr

lrirour:1:rrx:r Lrf ot palncl,t]u()] u()stJ\

to0a aql a^ulirrP \un:r Poor) ir^rr[rrrn]s

Jrr sJLISnq JSJrp trro-q ;l-trr]lrirfM,)

sii.\\o! In-l-rnolo-r rq1 .-;-rrr.rcls .(1,n::r

Llrl:.lilrIl.\\ Jlq rrr s]srj11()t i(I rr()rt-rrrDr

rrllrllr iql irilr (llu i_lta(u I urql

ssr1 .(11urrrrri) s:rr-rrrls iiclcp.rqs .111

^etds!p eOOZ

rra_rrri prrr s:r:-rtssr:-rii :qt rr.r.r-r!.,rq

prllllqnrrls .r11t qiino.rqr n-rrrprnlo(l

sooruSrrrl ,(:r-ti rr-rrts.:r.\\ rrs ru tqiirl.rP

r: sr lr'uoorr.lJtlr .rtul io n^r[rr.I()ttr ,(l.n]i)

i11] l rri]l() isi t tsa.rq aS,nrl .iin:tlr

uuqt _rJPIo PIo srrr,\ 006 ot 0c1 lrro.q

r.ll: slrll:1rl r:rit^u11 :rii.rr:1 ]urp pr:ttltlrrtsr]
sr:r1 ;irrrtrP rrocl-lu') s q ri r .(llrlrrt()U
'sJ^ril ;-urd()(ulr aql J.\oqr pr-rLrpoid

J,rr trrlt (s)-rrlslrrniP su tr.\\otrl)

sa)lri)\i-louul ]roqs ,ioutlr tll plrq

r.rr s.lJ\\ou rls[rir.rn_ ir.]LIf srsl:cl-llrirl ,rLll

LIll:ru.rcl ttr.ls :rrp rr.\op .rro.rs tr:qt sroo.r

Irrr,rlr sa-rnpo.rcl ttqt qrirq r: sr irrn_rrr:l JLII
-(llrqt ot PJtula.l .(1.rv)P torr \ r '\ir-rt\su lii_

ot .rrrrr:.rr.rddr irr .llrlItlrrs q;r_11()rllll:
'(rr/rlJlJ,,1, r,i,)i/rv) u$ol) Itlrrl rr.lJrl]-rolr

str tr sr (rr(r/I,Jrirr/ytn'-tI u,tatp.totpttuy)
.irllssfln- ,i:llds J(lf sJ.\uil urqt II

r.\()clrr si.rlirtl lr,ra^as Jplr.uo.d rrlr] tl]tp
siirds n^rrol .rliirrrs rro s-rr,rrog urq,t

Ilf(rs.lliLll.)lrPo.(1 pul"sJllll ot pJtrl.r.r

i-llr sii.os\lr-rr ) sa.Itsstrn" iq pJttrrrltrop

sr rdr:-rsprrr:1 prrrldn lp _qo ilrrryl
-(irr/t,r.)r.rl 

t/) t:ts1tlu1 rtrrcl rltt.rptr:

a,rfi aql PUU (rrl,rr:U,lI fI) rrslirn:cl

fo(r\\r.rrl trl/rlr,rtl1, [l) rls:lrrl(i ilPur]
'(nn'rtpat'g) 

1.n:r1i1y:r.rd'(srr.7,rrrr, q)

I.lr(l.rJp.\\()(1 ipn[]rn splnrlpoo.\\ JsJ(ll

,IO \JJ.l] -rJtllO --rallrutlls ii_ul.lllP srrJrur:ts
.\o11:ri lq;^r.rr1 qI,\\ s-rr.\\()U lui^r.r ot-Uo

pllsncl sr thr: prrcl prqoy .rrrt4 pr rr1ir.rc1
\tl urnr Llt.li(l irll ulllth\ Patr:^qrlr
.(1rpr.t sr trqt td.(1::n.r r: (s,(-rrrrrr.rrytl.r,r
snnl,\D.)t.7) rt t.tt',i11t :rr1t ()t irrr()rl

i.tl'ta,ru aql rrr sJirP!,r JuotsJrrrrl Lltno\

rqt ot s..rt.rtlroll:l l)ol sinJJo rll],r.tl'l

,lo Ptll]]s l\atl illll Prrr lrtlq u,rrqt.()rr

lsotll slr lI sr ll qniLIs .r.]lluttr P.r]unls f

sr u.ril: .ulJll\al .illl lIl s,\\o-lij^ LIlr.l-ltf
'stItrrrl rr]JLItr()Lr tsorrr

irarlt r() Lr.lJLItn()\ lso(l llir(ll tiqlrJ

1r ir llr sar-)Jds :ruo itrlil^rg -lror5.ri .rrl1

rn ilrro .to.rii Ill prm :1u(l ll:rrortuN
-nlrnsrl JLII ot (rs1:r rlrq.rrorr prr11o;)

.)lilliPtra a,llr aulu t.lou J.rui P.lrulrJP
:r,rt: s:rr-rrrls JsJrlt ,lo ll:.1),'r)q i riq

.no-rii (rrog \ u\ J(lt -qo lrrr-r .r.rd 111
lrloqt) stoIl(l-]() sJrr.rds 1y1y1, prrno.ry

'srrdo.u ;qt irr LroDflaii^i,\ lsarolrrrrll
ot .r1c1t::rrclrrror sl ,(ll\,ri^lp rlrns
'lro(rl(u()l rrr s.rr-rJds irrqt,Jlrq rn]tp ssil
.r,rr:r1 -,ir:rrr 1-n:dr:,r.lt.rr(rclr:l aUo lruqt ssal
\rlrs llrlll os sir-)ul:lsrp I.rorls -rr,ro -,i1Prdr'.r

JFrrttl-r .r Jqt)a"ot :irrr,rv)l)i sr r-rrcls r qt

( a s |r]/rru/adsouol)
lls r(:.lrl-rll :_ lr! ! Ll l',rl ua'l

(f.r/ol P/t/lrP/LrJ)
p r ir r ap.:_ ljtr Lls r E a^oqv



l  asnif icent lnerre-ul l  black kansl iuoo

plvs (Macropidie nrliginose) tou'c:ed

above the st l l rot lnding bt lsh.

Olchids, cspecitl)y wl1erl flo\\'erirlg

ir chc .r,r 'ort . , t icr f i rs. .r lc .r l .o r big.

attrxct ion to rhis area. Tl ' tc clueen

of orchids, the Quc'en of Shco;r

(Thelynira variegatx), is lbund

rvithin rhe p:rr-k alolrg with its strn

orchid cousiD, Cleopltra\ ne'cdies

(Thelyrina rpiculata). Spider orchids.

donkey olchids, red beaks (Pyorchis

nrg-icur), leek orhids, jug orchids, srui l

olchids, l l r ignoieltcs, bee orchids,

bunly orchids, thc fr i lgc'd herc orchid,

the sandpl:rin duck orchid and cver-, (

hammer orchid c:rn be lbultd widlrl

Lesueur Nlt ioul l  Plrk.

Above D r .  -d l  
)  a t  ^  .  .ad taaF l  d  d t  

'a !  , \

Left Walktra n LesLteLti  Nat onal Pa-k

Centre left  Scar et ieathe 1 owe-

\Vert icardia gtandts)

Bottom left Cornmon catspaw
(AntQazanlhas hu mi I  ts sLtbsp. humlrs)

Road to discovery
Lcsucul Nldourl Pltk is e botlnic

nrcccil, \vith vcry high collscn'ltioll

vrhres Likc' il coml recf-, thc rre:l is verv

fr:rgi le lnd rccluircs scnsiblc

nurl lgcDrcnt to Prcscrve l ls r;rre

r v i l d i l L ' r vu l r  u r rd  r r i i J l i r c .  A  r t c r v  d l i v c

through r l le p:uk, platrned fbr

conrplet ion by L)ecctnber 20()-1, \ ' i l l

give visi tols chc chence to vicw lhc

megnificcDt lendforrus and see llrany of

the specclculirr rvildflorvers. Wllktrrils

irre also Phrlr lcd to l l loN closel

inspecrion of the helthl lnd and

woodland plalrts erlcl  trccs. Many ofthe

plants of this irer arc rel ics ot arlciei!

lilnes that havc sr.llvived idvclse clin)alhc

conditions fbr trtilliolls of years. Thc'v

deserve dre nrost cirrefill rllllrlllSleIrlcrlt

rnd rsPecr th:rt  u'c cal l l  plovide.

Ann Sto-r ie s a treelance writer and
photolournal st who nornra ly
specia ses n the f lar lne envrroumenl
and art icles about d v ng. Howevef.
w th coalthors SLre Morr son ancl
Pete l \4ofr son with whom she a so
col abofatecl on the recent CALtvl book
Benealh Bussel lon Jel ly Ann ls
cu-reni y workrng on a book aboLri the
Juflen area t iat a so inc udes the
adjacent terrestr a envrTonme-rt.
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